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MINUTES
BOARD OF HOUSING APPEALS

May 20, 2009

MEMBERS PRESENT: Lawrence Cappozzo, Donna Cook, Terry Daniels-Ebner,
Mitch Engen, Barbara Mouzes, and Phil Wade

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Chairman Larry Cappozzo; the roll was 
called. 

ITEM #1 -  Approval of Minutes of May 21, 2008

A motion was made by Larry Cappozzo and seconded by Phil Wade, to approve the minutes 
of May 21, 2008; the motion carried unanimously. 

ITEM #2 – Board Member Recognition

On behalf of the Mayor and City of Kenosha, Mitch Engen presented Terry Daniels-Ebner 
with a Certificate of Recognition and thanked her for her years of service on the Board of 
Housing Appeals.

ITEM #3 -   Election of Officers

The floor was opened to nominations for chairman.  Donna Cook nominated Larry Cappozzo 
for chairman; Phil Wade seconded the nomination.  There being no further nominations, 
Larry Cappozzo was unanimously elected as chairman.

The floor was opened to nominations for vice-chairman.  Larry Cappozzo nominated Barbara 
Mouzes; Donna Cook seconded the nomination.  There being no further nominations, Barbara 
Mouzes was unanimously elected as vice chairman.

ITEM #4 -  2008 Code Compliance Activity and 2009 Operating Plan

Mr. Engen distributed and spoke about the 2008 Code Compliance Activity and 2009 Operating 
Plan.  He mentioned that the Department of Neighborhood Services and Inspections (NS&I) 
has been impacted by the state of the real estate market and foreclosures.  Building 
construction and permits (Building Division) continue to be down as a result of the impact. 
He stated that the Property Maintenance Division now has only three inspectors (down from 
five); and, that due to the decrease of inspectors, they are unable to conduct targeted 
inspections.  He spoke about the five manufactured home parks in the City that are 
inspected; and, how most are well-run.  Also, inspections are required to be conducted 
annually on lodging homes.  He explained that vacant commercial properties, if vacant for 
more than six months, must have a Vacant Commercial Occupancy permit to make sure the 
building remains weather and watertight.  Residential properties that are vacant and have 
orders to repair issued by the Department, must have an Occupancy Vacant Residential 
Building permit.  

He informed the members that all documents in NS&I are now scanned into pdf's. 
Information regarding board-ups, TID loans, and razes was also discussed.
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With regard to grass complaints, there have been approximately eighty to date, and a part 
time grass/weed inspector has been hired.  He added that the Zoning Division has been more 
consistent with previous years.

ITEM #5 - Public Comments

Mr. Engen mentioned the former Elks Building at 5706 Eighth Avenue is in disrepair; that 
the roof leaks, there is little paint left on the walls, and mold in the basement.

ITEM #6 -  Any Other Business as Authorized by Law

Larry Cappozzo made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 4:28 p.m., Phil Wade seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

         

                                                            ______________________________ 
                                                                      Mitchell J. Engen
                                                               Board of Housing Appeals 
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