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CITY OF KENOSHA
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS

Minutes – April 28, 2008

A meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners was held on Monday, April 28, 2008 in Room 
202 of the Kenosha Municipal Building.  The meeting was called to order  at 5:00 pm by 
Chairman Ruef.  At roll call Commissioner Carpenters, Downing and Orth were present. 
Alderman Casey was excused.

It was moved by Commissioner Carpenter and seconded by Commissioner Downing to approve 
the minutes from the regular meeting held on Monday, April 14, 2008.  Motion carried 
unanimously.

1. Park Concession Agreement for Simmons Island Beach House for the 2008 season.
Public Hearing:  Anna Moldenhauer made a statement regarding her operations for a 
concession stand at the facility in 2008.   Ms. Moldenhauer also requested continued 
negotiations for a lease of the building.
It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner Orth to defer for 
two weeks.  Motion carried unanimously.

2. Approval of Fireworks Display Contract to Spectrum Pyrotechnics, Inc. in the amount of  
$33,000 for the 2008 4th of July festivities.  (Also referred to the Finance Committee)
Public Hearing:  No one spoke
It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner Carpenter to 
approve the contract.  Motion carried unanimously.

3. Reschedule Meeting of May 26, 2008 (Memorial  Day)
It was decided unanimously to cancel the May 26th meeting and if any items need to be 
approved, there will be a special meeting prior to Council on June 2, 2008.

4. Director Comments:   Art Strong
● Arbor Day was postponed on April 26th due to weather conditions.  The ceremonies 

have been rescheduled for Friday, May 2, 2008.
● The Kenosha Sport Complex on 39th Avenue is behind approximately 30 days due to 

the weather and contractor issues.
● The Park Department staff have begun their mowing season.

5. Citizen Comments:
● Anna Moldenhauer spoke on the Earth Day cleanup at Simmons Island done by her 

group this past weekend.

6. Commissioner Comments
● No one spoke

There being no further business to come before the Board of Park Commissioners it was moved, 
seconded and unanimously carried to adjourn at 5:20 pm.



CITY OF KENOSHA
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS

Minutes – June 2, 2008

A special meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners was held on Monday, June 2, 2008 at the Kenosha 
Municipal Building in Room 202.   The meeting was called to order at 6:58 pm by Chairman Ruef.   At roll call 
all members of the commission were present.

It was moved by Commissioner Carpenter and seconded by Commissioner Orth to approve the minutes from the 
regular meeting held on Monday, May 12, 2008.   Motion carried unanimously.

1. Approve Resolution by the mayor to Authorize the Director of Parks for the City of Kenosha, Wisconsin,  
to File an Application with the State of Wisconsin, Department of Natural Resources for a Federal Land 
and Water Conservation Fund and Recreational Trails Act Grant for the Acquisition and Development 
of Certain Lands located at 13525 - 60th Street, Kenosha Wisconsin for Public Outdoor Recreation 
Purposes.\
It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner Orth to approve the resolution. 
Motion carried unanimously.

2. Offer of Sale Agreement for approximately 42.59 acres of land for a future park located at 13525 - 60th 

Street.
It was moved by Commissioner Carpenter and seconded by Commissioner Orth to approve the offer. 
Motion carried unanimously.

3. Approve Resolution by the Board of Water Commissioners To Repeal, Create, and Repeal and Recreate 
Various Sections of Chapter XXXV of the Code of General Ordinances, Entitled “Impact Fees”.
It was moved by Commissioner Carpenter and seconded by Commissioner Casey to approve the resolution. 
Motion carried unanimously.

4. Permanent Easement from the City of Kenosha to A T & T for installation of an above ground utility  
structure to be located in Sunrise Park, at 27th Street and 47th Avenue.
Commissioner Ruef indicated that the City Plan Commission deferred Items 4 & 5 for further information.
It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner Carpenter to defer the item. 
Motion carried unanimously.

5. Permanent Easement from the City of Kenosha to A T & T for installation of an above ground utility  
structure to be located in Anderson Park, at 88th Street and 22nd Avenue.
It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner Carpenter to defer the item. 
Motion carried unanimously.

6. Director Comments:  Art Strong
● Regarding easements on items 4 and 5
● Resolution in item 1 was for partially funding of land purchase

7. Citizen Comments:  None

8. Commissioner Comments: Commissioner Orth stated that he was in favor of the AT & T projects, but 
voted to defer action until a recommendation is received from the City Plan Commission.

There being no further business to come before the Board of Park Commissioners it was moved, seconded and 
unanimously carried at 7:05 pm



CITY OF KENOSHA
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS

Minutes – June 30, 2008

A meeting of the Board of Park Commissioner was held on Monday, June 30, 2008 
at the Kenosha Municipal Building in Room 202.   The meting was called to order 
at 5:00 pm by Chairman Ruef.   At roll call Commissioner Carpenter and Downing 
were present.   Commissioners Casey and Orth were excused.

It was moved by Commissioner Carpenter and seconded by Commissioner Downing 
to approve the minutes from the special meeting held on Monday, June 2, 2008. 
Motion carried unanimously.
  
 
 1. Approval of a Permanent Easement from the City of Kenosha, to AT & T for 

installation of an aboveground utility structure to be located in Sunrise 
Park, at 27th Street and 47th Avenue.  District 5  (City Plan Commission 
approved 10-0)
Public Hearing:  No one spoke
It was moved by Commissioner Carpenter and seconded by Commissioner 
Downing to approve.  Motion carried unanimously.

 2. Approval of a Permanent Easement from the City of Kenosha, to AT & T for 
installation of an aboveground utility structure to be located in Anderson 
Park, at 88th Street and 22nd Avenue.  District 9 
(City Plan Commission approved 9-1)
Public Hearing:  No one spoke
It was moved by Commissioner Carpenter and seconded by Commissioner 
Downing to approve.   Motion carried:   Ayes: 2 and Noes: 1 (Chairman Ruef 
voting nay)

 3. Request from Robert Barengo, Kiwanis Breakfast Club, for a co-
sponsorship of fees and charges for their softball tournament in August at 
Poerio Park.
Public Hearing:  No one spoke
It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner 
Carpenter to Deny the request.   Motion carried unanimously.

 4. Request from the Mahone Foundation to provide equipment and labor for 
their Jazz Fest to be held on Saturday, August 23, 2008 in Harbor Park.
Public Hearing:  No one spoke
Staff:   Art Strong, Director of Parks indicated that he has spoken with the 
organization and they are in agreement to pay 50% of the cost.
It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner 
Carpenter to provide 50% co-sponsorship to the organization.  Motion carried 
unanimously.



 5. Request from Jensen Vending/Klondike Distributing for permission to sell 
ice cream in various parks.
Public Hearing:  Bob Fischer, 410 Sheridan Road, indicated that they wanted 
permission to drive through the parks.
It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner 
Carpenter to deny the request.   Motion carried unanimously.

 6. Director Comments – Art Strong
● The short burst of wind caused tree storm damage
● Aluminum tables were taken from the Alford Park Warehouse recently.
● Fireworks will be held on July 4th and the Parade on July 6th.

 7. Citizen Comments
Anna Moldenhauer spoke on the Simmons Island restrooms.

 8. Commissioner Comments
 None

There being no further business to come before the Board of Park Commissioners 
it was moved, seconded and unanimously carried to adjourn at 5:19 pm

                



CITY OF KENOSHA
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS

Minutes – July 14, 2008

A meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners was held on Monday, July 14, 2008 in Room 202 of 
the Kenosha Municipal Building.   The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by Chairman Ruef.   At 
roll call,  Commissioners Carpenter, Downing and Orth were present and Alderman Casey was 
excused.

It was moved by Commissioner Carpenter and seconded by Commissioner Downing to approve the 
minutes from the meeting held on Monday, June 30, 2008.  Motion carried unanimously.

1. Request from Kenosha Unified School District for approval to install scoreboards at Ameche 
Field.
Public Hearing:  No one spoke
It was moved by Commissioner Carpenter and seconded by Commissioner Downing to approve 
the installation.   Motion carried unanimously.

2. Award Contract for Project #08-1406 Simmons Island Restroom Repairs to Bane Nelson in the 
amount of $77,700 plus $7,300 in contingency  for a total amount of $85,000.
Public Hearing:  Anna Moldenhauer spoke on the item
It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner Orth to approve. 
Motion carried unanimously.

3. Directors Comments:  Art Strong
● Dedication for the Oribelitti Center (Lincoln Park Pavilion) will be held at 10:00 am on 

Thursday, July 24, 2008.
● The bids for the Skateboard Park came in over budget.  Staff and the BASIK group will be 

looking at other options

4. Citizen Comments
Ralph Ruffolo, 8602 - 3rd Avenue spoke on the importance of the skateboard project for 
Anderson Park.
Anna Moldenhauer spoke on the exterior restrooms at Simmons Island Bath House.

5. Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Downing spoke on the restroom completion date for Simmons; Rotary 
Tournament and the parking lot at Anderson Park.

There being no further business to come before the Board of Park Commissioners it was moved, 
seconded and unanimously carried to adjourn at 5:18 pm.



 CITY OF KENOSHA
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS

Minutes – July 28, 2008

A meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners was held on Monday, July 28, 2008 at 
the Kenosha Municipal Building in Room 202.   The meeting was called to order by 
Chairman Ruef.  At roll call:  Commissioners  Casey and Orth were present, 
Commissioner  Carpenter arrive during discussion of Item #1 and Commissioner 
Downing was excused.

It was moved by Commissioner Casey and seconded by Commissioner Orth to approve 
the minutes from the regular meeting held on Monday, July 14, 2008.  Motion carried 
unanimously.

 
 1. Request from Little Leaguers of Kenosha to use the Kenosha Sports Complex 

for a fall baseball season from August 18 – October 16, 2008. 
Public Hearing:  No one spoke
It was moved by Commissioner Casey and seconded by Commissioner Orth to 
approve.  Motion carried unanimously.

 2. Request from Extreme Sound and Lights for use of the Sesquicentennial 
Bandshell on Saturday, August 23, 2008 for a fundraiser. 
Public Hearing:   Peter Rallo from the organization explained the request.
It was moved by Commissioner Carpenter and seconded by Commissioner Casey to 
approve the request and the fee of $20.00 per 50 feet for fencing  if needed.  Motion 
carried unanimously.

 3. Request from the Hope Council (Alcohol and Other Drugs Council) to use of 
the Southport Beach House for their fundraiser on Friday, October 24, 2008. 
Public Hearing:  Katie Pedicone, Director of Alcohol and Other Drugs Council 
explained the request.
It was moved by Commissioner Orth and seconded by Commissioner Carpenter to 
approve the request.   Motion carried unanimously.

 4. Reject all  bids for Project #05-1416 Anderson Park Skateboard Park.   
Public Hearing:  No one spoke   Staff:  Art Strong explained that the bids received 
were over the budget limit.  It will go out for re-bid as early as next week.
It was moved by Commissioner Casey and seconded by Commissioner Carpenter to 
approve staff request to reject all bids.   Motion carried unanimously.

 5. Request from the Park Department to allow fermented malt beverages to be 
consumed at the Orbiletti Center for special events with approval from the 
Director of Parks.
Public Hearing:  No one spoke
It was moved by Commissioner Casey and seconded by Commissioner Orth to 
approve the request to allow the Director of Parks to  issue a permit after review of 
the application for fermented malt beverages to be consumed at the facility.  Motion 
carried unanimously.



 6. Request for approval to allow the Director of Parks to negotiation with 
Denali Spectrum Operations (Cricket cell) to place an additional cell antenna 
on the existing cell tower at Simmons Athletic Field.
It was moved by Commissioner Carpenter and seconded by Commissioner Orth to 
approve the request for the Director of Parks to negotiate with Denali Spectrum. 
Motion carried  Ayes: 3 and Noes: 1 (Commissioner Casey voting nay)

 7. Director Comments
○ Currently working on the Capital Improvement Program, please let me know as 

soon as possible of any Park projects.
○ This weekend is the Pike River Rendezvous at Simmons Island Park.

 8. Citizen Comments  None

 9. Commissioner Comments   None

There being no further business to come before the Board of Park Commissioners it was 
moved, seconded and unanimously carried to adjourn at 5:27 pm.

 



CITY OF KENOSHA
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS

Special Meeting – August 18, 2008

A special meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners was held at the Municipal Office 
Building in Room 200 on Monday, August 18, 2008.  The meeting was called to order 
by Chairman Ruef at 6:45 pm.   At roll call the following members were present, 
Commissioners  Carpenter, Downing and Orth.   Commissioner Casey was absent.

1. Request from South Kenosha Progress Fund to use Sunnyside Park on 
September 6, 2008 for “Southfest” including permission to sell fermented malt  
beverages.
Public Hearing:  No one spoke
It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner 
Carpenter to approve the request.   Motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to come before the Board of Park Commissioners it was 
moved, seconded and unanimously carried to adjourn at 6:50 pm.



CITY OF KENOSHA – BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS
Minutes – August 25, 2008

A meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners was held on Monday, August 25, 2008 at the Knosha 
Municipal Building in Room 202.   The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by Chairman Ruef.   At 
roll call all members of the commission were present.

1. Award contract for Project #05-1416 Anderson Park Skateboard Park to Bane Nelson for a 
base bid amount of $143,409 plus $14,341 in contingency for a total award amount of  
$157,750.
Public Hearing:   No one spoke
Staff Comment:   Art Strong, Director of Parks indicated that the concept has change it will be a 
two part project.  This phase in the concrete pad. 
It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner Carpenter to award 
the contract.   Motion carried unanimously.

2. Preliminary discussion for a policy regarding usage of baseball complexes by organizations 
outside of Kenosha County.
Public Hearing:  No one spoke
Staff Comment:  Art Strong, Director of Parks spoke on the concern of outside tournament 
promoters and the challenges in handling their tournaments.

3. Preliminary discussion on Fees, Charges and Policies for 2009.
Staff Comment:   Art Strong, Director of Parks indicated that a draft will be given to each 
commissioner and will be placed on the September 29th agenda.

4. Director Comments:  Art Strong
● Pools closed for the season
● Staff is working on the Capital Improvement Program and the Budget
● Special Events are finishing up for the season

5. Citizen Comments
● Alderman Kennedy thanked the commission for their support in the Jazz Festival to support 

the Mahone Foundation
● Steve Watring, 8215 - 26th Avenue commented on the wood mulch that was placed around 

the trees at Sunnyside Park and the seaweed located in Anderson Park pond.

6. Commissioner Comments
None

There being no further business to come before the Board of Park Commissioners it was moved, 
seconded and unanimously carried to adjourn at 5:25 pm.



CITY OF KENOSHA – BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS
Minutes – Monday, September 29, 2008

A meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners was held on Monday, September 29, 2008 in Room 
202 of the Kenosha Municipal Building.   The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by Chairman 
Ruef.  At roll call the following Commissioners were present:  Carpenter, Downing and Orth, 
Commissioner Casey absent.   

It was moved by Commissioner Carpenter and seconded by Commissioner Downing to approve the 
minutes from the regular meeting held on Monday, August 25, 2008.  Motion carried unanimously.

1. Award of contract for Project #08-1409 Southport Beach House Restroom Renovations to Bane 
Nelson for the base bid amount of $142,000 plus $13,000 in contingency, for a total award 
amount of $155,000.
Public Hearing:  No one spoke
It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner Carpenter to award 
the contract to Bane Nelson in the amount of $155,000.  Motion carried unanimously.

2. Approval of Park Department 2009 Fees and Policies
Public Hearing:  No one spoke
It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner Carpenter to approve 
with an amendment to pull the policies for co-sponsorships and that each organization will need 
to come before the commission for approval.  Motion carried unanimously.

3. Director Comments:  Art Strong
● Work is being done to entry gates at Southport Park.   Material was purchased by the 

City with the labor is being donated by a volunteer
● The cannon in Eichelman Park will need new wheels at a cost of between $1,500 to 

$2,000.  Staff will be removing them and repairs will be done over the winter.
● There has been a road configuration change in Simmons Island Park.   A portion of the 

road  that leaves the beach area has been removed so that traffic will go to the left, 
without the option of going right.   This has been done as a safety issue with the new 
shelter.  

● Budget hearings with administration will be held in the next couple of weeks.

4. Citizen Comments
None

5. Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Downing had a question regarding Little League Park.

There bing no further business to come before the Board of Park Commissioners it was moved, 
seconded and unanimously carried to adjourn at 5:21 pm.



CITY OF KENOSHA
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS

Minutes – October 27, 2008

A meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners was held on Monday, October 27, 2008 in Room 
202 of the Kenosha Municipal Building.   The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by 
Chairman Ruef.  At roll call Commissioner Downing and Orth were present.  Commissioner 
Carpenter arrived during Item 3 and Commissioner Casey was absent.

It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner Orth to approve the 
minutes from the meeting held on Monday, October 13, 2008.  Motion carried unanimously.

1. Easement from the City of Kenosha to AT & T for installation of an above ground utility 
structure to be located at 60th Avenue and 60th Street in Nash Park.
Public Hearing:  No one spoke
Staff:  Art Strong, Director of Parks indicated that the structure will be located near the 
current cell tower.
Commission:  Commissioner Downing indicated that he has received complaints 
regarding the lack of cleanup by AT & T for the two structures that have been placed in 
his district.  He requested that the cleanup for this installation be monitored.
It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner Orth to 
approve the easement.   Motion carried unanimously (3-0).

2. Acceptance of Project #07-1408 Simmons Island Seawall Repair.
Public Hearing:  No one spoke
Staff:  Art Strong, Director of Parks indicated that the project was completed with 
minimal disruption to the public and boaters.
It was moved by Commissioner Orth and seconded by Commissioner Downing to accept 
the project as completed.  Motion carried unanimously 3-0).

3. Request from the Kenosha Area Boy Scouts to hold their 2009 Camporee at Simmons 
Island Park on may 15 – 17, 2009
Public Hearing:  Jim Zeszutek from the Southeast Wisconsin Boy Scouts of America 
explained the request and was available to answer questions.
Staff:  Art Strong, Director of Parks indicated that staff approves the event, however, 
there is some concern regarding the closure north and south of Kennedy Drive.
It was moved by Commissioner Orth and seconded by Commissioner Downing to 
approve the event and that the road closure issue be resolved prior to forwarding a Park 
Use Agreement. Motion carried unanimously (4-0)

4. Director Comments:  Art Strong
● Reported that the Police have located the vandals that caused recent damage to the 

Golf Course.  The children were ages 6, 9, 10 & 15.
● Emerald Ash Borer has been reported in Kenosha County, the new tree was brought 

in from Illinois.   The Park Department staff are conducting and identification survey 
of Ash trees that are located in the parks and in the parkway.  There are 
approximately 1,000 trees in these locations.

● The docks will remain in the water this year at the Simmons Island Marina.  The 
operator will be placing equipment in the water to avoid freezing.   The general public 
will be able to continue fishing, however ice fishing may be a concern.



5. Citizen Comments
None

6. Commissioner Comments
None

There being no further business to come before the Board of Park Commissioners it was moved, 
seconded and unanimously carried to adjourn at 5:13 pm.



CITY OF KENOSHA
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS

Minutes – December 8, 2008

A meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners was held in Room 202 of the Kenosha Municipal 
Building on Monday, December 8, 2008.  The meeting was called to order at 5:03 pm by 
Chairman Ruef.  Roll Call:  Present:  Commissioner Downing and Orth   Excused:  Alderman 
Casey and Carpenter.

It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner Orth to approve the 
minutes from the meetings held on Monday, October 27, 2008 and Monday, November 10, 
2008.  Motion carried unanimously.
 
 1.  Request from Wisconsin Shores Little League to hold their Challenger Division season 

at Forest Park on Saturdays from June 6 – August 8, 2009.
Public Hearing – Jackie Battersby, 4216 - 25th Street stated that this will be the 
organization's 18th season and there is a possibility that roofs would be placed on two of the 
dugouts as an Eagle Scout project.
It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner Orth to approve 
the request and waiver of fees.   Motion carried unanimously.

 2. Request from the Men's Senior Baseball League to hold their 2009 season at Nash Park.
Public Hearing – No one spoke
It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner Orth to approve 
the request.  Motion carried unanimously.

 3. Request from the Kenosha Cyclones Fastpitch Club to hold their 2009 season at Poerio 
Park.
Public Hearing:  No one spoke
It was moved by Commissioner Orth and seconded by Commissioner Downing to approve 
the request.   Motion carried unanimously.

 4. Request from the Kiwanis Breakfast Club to hold their softball tournament on August 7 
– 9, 2009 at Poerio Park and a request to sell fermented malt beverages.
Public Hearing:  No one spoke
It was moved by Commissioner Orth and seconded by Commissioner Downing to approve 
the event and permission to sell fermented malt beverages.  Motion carried unanimously.

 5. Request from Rotary Club of Kenosha West to hold their softball tournament on July 9 – 
12, 2009 (rain dates of July 16 – 19) at Anderson, Lincoln and Poerio Parks and a 
request to sell fermented malt beverages only at Lincoln Park.
Public Hearing:  No one spoke
Commissioner Orth had a question regarding  holding  dates for the following weekend for 
rained out games and asked if they were  charged for these dates.    Mary Durkee, Park 
Supervisor,  stated that the rain out dates have been held for the organization in the past as 
a courtesy and there is no fee involved in this practice.
It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner Orth to approve 
the request for the event and permission to sell fermented malt beverages at Lincoln Park 
only during the tournament.   Motion carried unanimously.



 6. Request from Kenosha Merchants Baseball Club to hold their baseball tournament on 
June 12 – 14, 2009 at Nash Park.
Public Hearing:  No one spoke
It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner Orth to approve 
the event.  Motion carried unanimously.

 7. Request from Game Day USA to hold a tournament on May 22 – 25, 2009 at Nash Park 
and Kenosha Sports Complex.
Public Hearing:  Natalie a representative from the organization spoke on the request.
Staff:  Mary Durkee, Park Supervisor, stated that there were concerns and problems with 
this tournament in 2008.   A meeting between the Park Department, Kenosha Area Visitors 
and Tourism Bureau and the organization was held to address the concerns.    The 
recommendation is to approve this event for 2009 with additional stipulations outlined in 
the requirements.
It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner Orth to approve 
the event with compliance of all requirements.   Motion carried unanimously.

 8. Request from Metro Milwaukee Sports Association, Inc. to hold tournaments in 2009 on 
May 15 –17, June 19-21, July 24-27 and September 4 – 6 at Nash Park.
Public Hearing:  No one spoke
Staff/Commissioners:   Mary Durkee, Park Supervisor, indicated that there has been issues 
with this organization in the past and that additional requirements have been added to 
address these concerns.   Any violation of the rules and regulations, the permit would be 
subject to cancellation of any future permits.   Commissioner Orth had a concern about the 
legality of canceling events for 2009 that had been approved by the Commission.   Mary 
Durkee indicated that any violations will try to be worked out with the organization prior to 
the next tournament dates.   Any cancellation of an approved date must come back before 
the Commission.
It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner Orth to approve 
the request.  Motion carried unanimously.

 9. Discussion on the Board of Park Commissioners meeting to be held on 
Monday, December 29, 2008.
There will be no meeting unless an item needs to be approved prior to the next meeting.

 10. Director Comments:  
Mary Durkee, Park Supervisor, stated that the transition of  the Park Department becoming 
the Park Division under the Public Works Department is taking place.    All staff will be 
working on making the transition work smoothly.

 11. Citizen Comments
Jackie Battersby, Wisconsin Shores Little League, asked about the possibility of being able 
to schedule rain dates during their season.   Park Staff will work with the organization.

 12. Commissioner Comments
Alderman Downing had a question regarding a picnic table in Jamestown Park.
Alderman Orth asked about a new sign for Bain Park.

There being no further business to come before the Board of Park Commissioners, it was 
moved, seconded and unanimously carried to adjourn at 5:27 pm.

 



CITY OF KENOSHA 
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS
Meeting Minutes – December 29, 2008

A meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners was held on Monday, December 29, 2008 at the 
Kenosha Municipal Building.   The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by Chairman Ruef.   
Roll Call:   Present were Commissioners Downing, Carpenter and Orth.  Commissioner Casey was 
excused.

It was moved by Commissioner Downing and seconded by Commissioner Orth to approve the minutes 
from the meeting held on Monday, December 8, 2008.   Motion carried unanimously.

1. Approve the Ordinance by The Mayor To Repeal, Amend and Repeal and Recreate Various 
Sections of the Code of General Ordinances for the City of Kenosha, Wisconsin, to Conform 
with the Reorganization of Certain Operations Within the City of Kenosha.
Public Hearing:  No one spoke
Staff:   Art Strong, Director of Parks presented an amended ordinance.   There were two slight 
changes.  
Commissioner Orth asked Ron Bursek, Director of Public Works, if there were any problems 
with the transition and had there been any grievances filed from the Union.   Mr. Bursek 
indicated that everything is going as well as can be expected, there will be a few bumps in the 
road, but the transition will be successful. He also stated that  solutions and details need to be 
worked out on various park tasks and who will handle these responsibilities. Commissioner 
Downing asked Mr. Bursek about the Park Department Small Engine Mechanic and where he 
has been placed.  Mr. Bursek responded that the employee is now with the Service Garage. 
Commissioner Downing asked that the commission be provided information on how the 
maintenance of park equipment will be charged and billed.
It was moved by Commissioner Orth and seconded by Commissioner Downing to approve the 
revised ordinance.   Motion carried unanimously.

2. Director Comments.
Art Strong informed the commission that the department is currently working on clearing the 
snow off the park sidewalks.   This is the last official meeting with Mr. Strong as the Director.

3. Citizen Comments
None

4. Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Downing asked that the sidewalk at Jamestown Park be cleared.  Commissioner 
Ruef indicated that is was not happy with the changes to the Park Department.   The changes 
came through too quickly with no studies being done.    Commissioner Carpenter also 
indicated that she was not happy with the changes being forced on the department.   She 
questioned Mr. Bursek if any employees were without a position.   Mr. Bursek indicated that 
all employees have been placed in other positions.   Commissioner Carpenter requested that at 
the next meeting an item regarding a time change for the meeting be discussed.   She  is 
requesting the possibility of having the starting time listed at 5:15 pm.

There being no further business to come before the Board of Park Commissioners it was moved, 
seconded and unanimously carried to adjourn at 5:12 pm.
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