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Ballpark Digest recognizes Simmons Field for best renovation under $2 million
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KENOSHA –  Simmons Field, home to the Kenosha Kingfish, was recognized this week by Ballparkdigest.com
as the 2014 Best Ballpark Renovation Under $2 Million. The City of Kenosha partnered with Big Top Baseball 
– owner of the Kingfish -- to invest nearly $1.5 million into the renovation of Simmons Field. 

Kenosha's baseball history dates back to 1920, when the Simmons Mattress Company built a ballpark to host its
Simmons Bedmakers team. From 1947-51, Simmons Field was home to the Kenosha Comets of the All-
American Girls Professional Baseball League.  Over the years Simmons Field has hosted barnstorming major 
leaguers including Satchel Paige, Bob Feller and Warren Spahn, as well as Class A Midwest League ball and 
independent baseball.

The renovation preserved the history of the 84-year-old facility, while also adding whimsical touches like the 
installation of the "Bambino," a 43-foot-long 80 year-old fishing boat in the left-field wall. 

Bleacher seating was removed and replaced with seats recycled from Oriole Park at Camden Yards.  Two 
multilevel suites were added to flank the grandstand, and 25 four-top tables were added behind home plate. A 
bouncy house, games and a sandbox offer a kid-friendly zone behind the first-base seating. The third base side 
includes a timeline display of the ballpark’s history and group seating areas.

“It was a project with a lot of moving parts and resulted in a great product because of the good relationship 
between the City of Kenosha and Big Top Baseball. It certainly exceeded my expectations and I'm ready for 
2015,” said Mayor Keith Bosman. 

City Administrator Frank Pacetti said the project never would have been possible without the vision and support
of  Mayor Bosman.

“Many said it would never work; the Mayor was undeterred,” Pacetti said. “Add cooperative and great 
execution by staff in planning and construction and these are the results: a great job done by all! We should all 
be proud.”
 
Ballpark Digest honors noteworthy accomplishments in several categories annually, from the Major Leagues to 
the minor leagues and college baseball leagues. Ballpark Digest editors consult with industry leaders on the 
submissions before reaching a final decision. Big Top Baseball also was recognized as the organization of the 
year by Ballpark Digest.
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