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What can I do to reduce 
 stormwater pollution? 

1. Don’t pour fluids into the storm sewer 
drains, gutters, or ditches. Take items 
to Hazardous Waste Drop-Off Site at 
Kenosha Water Utility (4401 Green 
Bay Road).  Use the Used Oil/Anti-
freeze Drop-Off Site at the City Street 
Division (6415-35th Ave) or the 
Waste Drop-Off Site (1001-50th St). 

2. Report any illegal dumping to 
authorities.

3. Don’t rake leaves or lawn clippings 
into the street.  Use them as mulch or 
place them in a compost bin.  Also, 
the City provides Spring and Fall 
curbside Yardwaste pickup or 
materials can be taken to the 
Yardwaste Collection site at 4071 
88th Avenue during normal hours of 
operation.

4. Maintain your car, make sure there 
are no leaks that could drain into the 
storm sewer. 

5. Clean up pet droppings and dispose 
properly.

6. Don’t drop cigarette butts on the 
ground and pick up litter. 

7. Use care when washing your car to 
limit the runoff or take your car to the 
car wash. 

The City of Kenosha has a history of 
programs to reduce the affects of 
stormwater runoff and pollution? 
The Federal Government passed new, 
more stringent legislation to clean up 
the nation’s rivers, lakes and streams? 
The new regulations require the City of 
Kenosha to further reduce pollution in 
stormwater runoff?
Stormwater pollution may occur during   
excessive rain fall or rapid snow melts?
Polluted stormwater runoff is a 
significant threat to clean water? 
The stormwater runoff water is carried 
by roadways, gutters, ditches and storm 
sewers and is discharged into our rivers, 
streams and Lake Michigan without 
being treated? 
The City of Kenosha has attempted to 
control the flooding and reduce polluted 
runoff from properties for years? 

But this is NOT enough...

Did
You 
Know... 

Look for the new Stormwater Utility fees on your 
Kenosha Water Utility bill. 
Questions regarding your rate, please contact: 

City of Kenosha  
Public Works Department 

(262) 653-4150 

C
ity of K

enosha 
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What is Kenosha required to do  
under the new regulations? 

The City will... 

Be required to obtain a Stormwater 
Discharge Permit from the WDNR to 
release storm water under more stringent 
regulations into waterways. 

Reduce and monitor the amount of 
pollutants that are released 
into our waterways.

More closely monitor 
construction sites for 
compliance with the new 
regulations. 

Test and inspect storm 
sewers for illegal connections and 
discharges.

When water drains from grassy areas or hard 
surfaces (roofs, concrete, asphalt and other 
areas) it collects pollutants, such as, soil 
particles, bacteria, pesticides, litter, fertilizer, 
pet waste, oil, auto fluids and other materials, 
which flow into our lakes, streams and 
ground water. 

In Wisconsin, the State Department of 
Natural Resources (WDNR) is responsible for 
carrying out the new federal regulations.  In 
addition to the current stormwater control 
practices, the City must now keep even more 
pollutants from entering our waterways.  
Therefore, the City of Kenosha must change 
how we deal with our stormwater! 

The City of Kenosha has created a 
Stormwater Utility, charging user fees instead 
of using taxes to pay for the 
cost of implementing a 
stormwater management 
program.  The stormwater 
utility fee is seen by many 
communities, as being more 
fair because each parcel shares the cost of 
the services based upon their use of the 
utility.  Therefore, all properties including tax 
exempt properties share in the cost of the 
utility.

How will Kenosha
pay for this work? 

Why change the way Kenosha
deals with stormwater? 

How will stormwater  
fees be determined? 

After evaluating various methods to 
determine a parcel’s contribution to the 
system, the City has adopted a rate structure 
that is based on what is defined as the 
Equivalent Hydraulic Unit (EHU).  The EHU 
represents the cost of the services 
necessary to manage the average 
contribution of stormwater from a typical 
customer. The stormwater utility fee for each 
parcel will be determined on a base charge, 
that is fixed for all parcels, and a variable 
rate based on the EHUs of the parcel. 

Computing Residential EHUs 

A tiered system is used to allow for rates to 
be determined based on lot and house sizes.  
The following classifications were created for 
residential properties: small, typical, large 
and very large.  The average residential 
property is classified as “typical”, which 
equals one EHU. 

Computing Non-Residential EHUs 

All other properties will be derived from a 
similar methodology.  The overall runoff rate 
will be determined from both the non-porous 
(i.e. driveways, roofs, and patios) and 
porous (i.e. lawns and gardens) areas 
associated with the overall parcel size.   

For more stormwater  
runoff information:

www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/wm/nps

Also, the City will… 
Update and enforce stricter stormwater 
ordinances (i.e. blowing and raking of 
leaves into the streets; preventing the 
dumping of wastes and oils into the storm 
sewers).

Inform the public on how they can help to 
reduce stormwater pollution. 

Aggressively maintain and 
replace deteriorated storm 
sewer systems. 

Aggressively protect  our 
waterways as valued 
natural resources. 

To meet these new requirements, the City will 
need to increase the funding of the current 
storm water management program.
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