
APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC SIGN
Form #CDI317 (rev. 1/16)

Kenosha Historic Preservation Commission
Historic Sign Application

MAILING INFORMATION

Name and Address of Applicant [Please print]:
                                                                                                      Phone:                                                               
                                                                                                      Fax:                                                               
                                                                                                      E-Mail:                                                               
                                                                                                      

Name and Address of Sign Owner [If different] [Please print]:
                                                                                                      Phone:                                                               
                                                                                                      Fax:                                                               
                                                                                                      E-Mail:                                                               
                                                                                                      

PROJECT INFORMATION

Information Contained on the Sign  ___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

Location of the Sign - Address of the Property  __________________________________________________________

Type of Sign:             □    Architectural          □    Pole          □    Projecting          □    Rooftop          □    Wall
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Criteria

 A. Is this sign at least 40 years old?    ___ Yes       ___ No           

 B. The sign, if 40 years old, must also meet at least one of the six following criteria.  Please check the applicable 
criteria and then briefly, in the space provided below, explain how the sign meets each of the criteria you checked.

 1. Is identified with the history of a product, business, or service advertised.

 2. Reflects the history of the building or a historic district on/in which located.

 3. Is integrated into the architecture of the building on which located and may be exemplary of a historically 
significant architectural style of the building.

 4. The sign, if removed from the historic structure, will harm the integrity of the building or cause significant 
damage to its materials.

 5. Is recognized as a popular focal point in the area by reason of its prominent location, long existence, large size
or unusual design.

 6. Exemplifies or reflects the City's cultural, social, economic, political, engineering and/or architectural 
history.

Explanation: _____________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

C) Documentation of age of sign.

It will be your responsibility to provide sufficient evidence of age of the sign.  Sufficient evidence may include 
photographic evidence, historical advertisements which include a photograph or rendering of the sign or a contract
or work order for the sign which includes a drawing of the sign, date when the sign was ordered, and a reference 
to the wording on the sign whether shown on a drawing or in the application.

Return Form to

Department of Community Development & Inspections
625 52nd Street, Room 308
Kenosha, WI 53140

If you have any questions, please call 262.653.4030
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Procedure for Designation of Historic Signs

Signs are eligible for inclusion on the Historic Sign Inventory if they meet the criteria established for historic signs and are approved 
by the Historic Preservation Commission.  Historic signs are eligible for exemption from obtaining sign permits under Section 15.11 
of the Code of General Ordinances.  Historic Signs may be maintained and preserved without a sign permit unless a proposal is made 
to alter the sign message or unique sign shape where the message is of historical significance.  Alteration, rehabilitation, 
reconstruction, or removal of historic signs do not require a review by the Historic Preservation Commission, unless the sign is located
on a building or structure designated as a historic structure or site.

The determination of eligibility for listing on the historic sign inventory may be initiated by either the Historic Preservation 
Commission or a property owner.  Where a property owner initiates the determination of eligibility as a historic sign, sufficient 
evidence shall be provided to document the required criteria for historic signs which include the following:

All historic signs shall be at least 40 years old.  Replacement signs which contain the same wording as a removed sign and are less 
than 40 years old shall not be eligible.

Historic signs also are required to meet at least one of the following criteria:

1. Is identified with the history of a product, business, or service advertised.

2. Reflects the history of the building or a historic district on/in which located.

3. Is integrated into the architecture of the building on which located and may be exemplary of a historically significant 
architectural style of the building.

4. The sign, if removed from a historic structure, will harm the integrity of the building or cause significant damage to its 
materials.

5. Is recognized as a popular focal point in the area by reason of its prominent location, long existence, large size, or unusual 
design.

6. Exemplifies or reflects the City's cultural, social, economic, political, engineering, and/or architectural history.

Sufficient documentation of age of the sign shall include photographic evidence which can be used to date the sign, historical 
advertisements which include a photograph or rendering of the proposed historic sign, or a contract or work order for the sign which 
includes a drawing, date when the sign was ordered and a reference to the wording on the sign whether shown on a drawing or in text. 
The Historic Preservation Commission reserves the right to reject any proposed historic sign based on insufficient evidence of sign 
age.

The property owner shall be responsible in providing sufficient evidence of sign age and criteria for listing on the historic 
sign inventory.  Additional background information such as if the sign was located on a different building, longevity of the business or 
product advertised, and photographic evidence dating the sign to be at least 40 years old will aid in the review by the Historic 
Preservation Commission.  The completed application and evidence should be returned to the:

Department of Community Development & Inspections
625 52nd Street, Room 308
Kenosha, WI  53140

Once the required information is received, staff will schedule the proposed historic sign for a regularly scheduled Historic 
Preservation Commission meeting.  In accordance with Section 15.081 of the Zoning Ordinance, property owners within 100 feet of 
the proposed sign will be notified of the public hearing and a Class 2 public notice will be published.  The owner, if requesting the 
designation, should attend the public hearing and present evidence to the Commission why the sign should be designated as historic.

The Commission may designate the sign as historic if they are satisfied with the evidence presented.  IF the Commission 
designates the sign as a historic sign, the sign shall be listed on a Historic Sign Inventory, which will be on file in the Department of 
Community Development & Inspections.  Once listed on the Inventory, sign permits will not be required to preserve or maintain the 
sign, unless a proposal is made to change the message of the sign where the message has been determined to be of historical 
significance.  A review by the Historic Preservation Commission shall not be required for alteration, rehabilitation, reconstruction, or 
removal unless the sign is located on a building or structure designated as a historic structure or site.  Historic Signs may be removed 
at any time by the owner, however, the owner shall notify the Department of Community Development & Inspections of its removal, 
so that the sign may be removed from the Historic Sign Inventory.
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