A LooKk Back in Time

T Ritacca Brothers Service Station located at 4923 22™ Avenue on a corner lot at 50" Street
and 22" Avenue. The station is positioned at an angle at the back of the lot, which allows for ample
parking today or for what was the drive though by the gas pumps once located in front of the building. There is
no landscaping around the service station and almost all of the open space is paved with asphalt.

f ection 15.04 of the City's Zoning

Ordinance establishes standards for
designating structures and sites as historic and
the site or structure must meet at least one of
these standards. It was determined that The
Rjitacca Brothers Service Station is
architecturally significant under Standard 3,

‘embodies the distinguishing characteristics of

an architectural type or specimen....” ‘The
Ritacca Brothers Service Station is architecturally significant for both its style and type of construction. The
building has fine details from the Classical Revival architectural style and is also a fine example of pre-World
War 11 gas station. The Ritacca Brothers Service Station was designated on October 6, 2003.

T Ritacca Brothers Service Station has two sections; the original main block and an attached three-bay
service wing that was added in the late 1940s. The main block has a modified triangular plan with five
sides. Three sides maKe up the main elevation and are decorated with Classical Revical details. These three
sides are clad with brown bricKs and the details constructed of smooth limestone. ‘The details include a wide
cornice with tall grooved scroll bracKets. Above the cornice is a parapet roof accented with plain stone pilasters,
stone coping, and small medallions. The corners of the main elevation are accented by large Tuscan style column
pilasters. These pilasters also flank the entrance at the center of the elevation. Between the pilasters and
running along the bottom of the windows is a stepped stone base. The main entrance has a modern door, but
flanking it are the original large show windows. The sides flanKing the center of the main elevation are each
punctuated with three tall single-pane openings. The east wall of the station is clad with brown bricks and has

two openings that have been enclosed.

(Wen the station was originally built, it had several pumps with different brands of gasoline. It also
had open pits on the side of the building for car servicing. After World War I1, the three-bay service
addition was built. This addition has a main elevation covered with brown bricKs that are similar to the bricKs
used on the main block. This brick covering wraps around the north wall. Both the north and east walls of the
addition are constructed of concrete blocks. ‘There are three large openings with garage style doors on the main

elevation. The east wall has three large industrial style multi-light openings.



T Ritacca Brothers, Italian immigrants Joe, Louis, and Frank , opened their showplace gasoline station
on July 26, 1926. Many stations from the 1920s were affiliated with one company and had the

distinctive architectural details of stations designed by that company. The Ritaccas sold five different brands of
gasoline at first, so it is liKely they chose their own design. The station eventually became affiliated with the
Mobile oil company, and in 1961, when the station celebrated its 35" anniversary, it was still run by the
Ritacca family.

T Classical Revival style of architecture was used primarily for large commercial and institutional
buildings in the early to mid twentieth century in Wisconsin. It was popularized at the 1893 Chicago
World's Fair, which featured a grouping of large, Classically-styled, buildings, all painted white. Because the
style emphasized heavy classical details such as columns and wide cornices, it was used primarily for non-

residential construction. ‘Even small commercial buildings were not often embellished with heavy classical

details.

Sme oil companies built all Tudor Revival, cottage-like, gasoline stations, while others took a more exotic
approach, like the pagoda-roofed, oriental-style, stations that once dotted Wisconsin. Independent gas
station owners could choose their own styles, but often used the popular revival styles of the time, just liKe the
national chains. The Ritacca brothers chose the Classical Revival style to embellish their station and these
details are of high quality and typical of the style. ‘The large cornice column pilasters add an elegance and
distinctiveness to the small building. It is unusual for a such a small building to be so elaborately embellished
with Classical Revival details, but not so unusual for a 1920s gas station to have this type of architectural

detailing to maKe it stand out to customers during the period.

T Ritacca Brothers Service Station is a fine example of a 1920s-era gasoline station, with its historic
features intact. ‘The addition of the service wing was within the historic period and it reflects the type of
service bays common to stations during the mid-twentieth century. Because of its high level of integrity, it is an
important historic resource related to the rise of the automobile as the main form of transportation in the
twentieth century. Most pre-World War 11 stations have been lost to demolition or remodeling and even good
examples of the “modern” stations of the 1950s and 1960s are fast fading. Intact stations liKe this one are
important to preserve because they reflect the growth and development of the most important form of

transportation of the twentieth century, the automobile.

( !ozfay, the Ritacca Brothers Service Station continues its transportation related use as a automobile repair
shop.



