A Look Back in Time

( ! fie First Church of Christ, Scientist (Armitage Academy), located at 6032 Eighth Avenue is a former church,
former private school and is now used as The Children's Theatre Academy. The building consists of both an old and new section

that sits on a large lot surrounded by a small amount of landscaping.

Sction 15.04 of the City's Zoning Ordinance establishes
standards for designating structures and sites as historic and
the site or structure must meet at least one of these standards. It
was determined that the old section of the Armitage Academy,
the First Church of Christ, Scientist, is architecturally and
historically significant under Standard 3; “embodies the
distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen...”
The First Church of Christ, Scientist is a fine example of an early
twentieth century Colonial Revival church building. It features
that classical details typical of the style, and its stone veneer on the
the main elevation is a fine decorative feature. The large modern

addition that is attached to the south elevation of the old building is gEFST]

not architecturally significant and historic designation would only

apply to the original structure. The First Church of Christ, Scientist
was was originally designated in 1988 and re-designated on February 17, 1996.

T old First Church of Christ, Scientist is a two-story Colonial Revival Style building. The old Christian Science church
consists of a main block that has a rectangular plan and a gable roof. The walls of the main block are covered with multicolored
limestone veneer. Projecting from the west elevation of the main blocK is a large ell that also has a gable roof and its walls are covered
with brown bricks. The decorative elements of the building appear on the main blocK and include a wide frieze along the main
elevation. A two-story portico dominates the front of the building and it features a full pediment supported by four large columns.
The main entrance sits under the portico and features a set of paneled doors with divided lights decorated with an large classical lintel.
Above the lintel is a tall and narrow round-arched, divided light opening. Other openings of the building consist of multiple light

sashes, some with round arches.

T old First Church of Christ, Scientist was built in 1927. The Colonial Revival style was one of the popular “period
Revival” styles of the early twentieth century and featured symmetrical form and massing along with simple classical
details. ‘The style was a popular choice for churches and remains popular today. The old Christian Science church building is a
good example of style because it has the symmetry anc classical details of the style, along with some very attractive
architectural details. The stone veneer of the main block is unusual in its color and adds distinctiveness to the building. The
portico is a fine classical detail, giving the building the formal appearance appropriate to its original use. In 1995 a modern
addition was built along the south elevation of the old building. Although the modern addition does detract from the integrity
of the overall building, the old Christian Science Church is intact with most of its original features extant, and it is the old
section of the building, still very well-preserved.



