A Look Back in Time

e Frank L. and Emma Wells House located at 6403 Seventh Avenue is architecturally and historically
significant in accordance with Section 15.04 of the City's Zoning Ordinance. The Wells House 'is identified with
historic personages...in the City's history; and embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or
specimen..." This house was originally designated a Kenosha Historic Landmark in 1988. In 1997, the house was

reevaluated and re-designated as a local landmark,

T Frank L. and Emma Wells House is a two and one-half story house with details from both the Queen Anne
and Classical Revival styles. The house has a complex hipped roof with projecting hipped-roof dormers. The wide
roof eaves are decorated with modillions and a
row of dentils attached to a narrow frieze. ‘The
walls of the building are faced with tan bricks
and accented with a stone water table. The
house features an irregular plan with a two-
story porte cochere extending from the north
elevation. The second story of the porte cochere
is enclosed and the large veranda on the west
elevation of the house also extends to the north
to become part of the overhang. Openings are
irregular in type and size and include double-
hung sashes with single or multiple lights.
Along the southwest elevation of the house the
windows are grouped in bands to light up that

portion of the house in a two-story sunroom

effect. Most of the window openings are
decorated with large stone jack arches and stone sills. The main entrance to the house is a simple single door that is
undecorated. The large veranda spans the entire main elevation of the house and features a frieze decorated with
dentils, round columns, and a spool and spindle balustrade. This elegant house is in excellent condition, with most of

its historic details intact.

ax Rolls and City Directories indicate that Frank L. and Emma Wells had this house constructed in 1905.

Frank L. Wells was the President of the Frank L. Wells Company, a company that maKes machines for the bed
and seat spring industry. Frank Wells came to Kenosha in 1881 and for 12 years he worked as a machinist in the
metal parts industry. In 1893, Wells and his brother-in-law began their own machine shop, then moved to the old
WhitaKer foundry on Fifth Avenue in 1903. In 1909, the business was incorporated as the Frank L. Wells Company,



and in 1922, a large addition was constructed for the growing business. In 1928, Frank Wells' son, Harold, took over
the business and the family remains in control of the business today. The Wells Company still manufactures machines
to maKe springs, one of only two companies in the world to engage in this business. They specialize in machines that
maKe springs for chairs and automobile seats and for innerspring and box spring mattresses. Frank and Emma Wells
resided in this house until the 1950s.

T Wells house is architecturally significant because its architectural style shows an important transition
between the Queen Anne and Classical Revival styles. The Queen Anne style was popular in the late nineteenth
century, but examples were commonly built well after 1900. The hallmarks of the style include asymmetrical plans and
exuberant details. The Classical Revival style was popular primarily during the first several decades of the twentieth
century. ‘The style features heavy, classical details on generally large, institutional buildings. It is not commonly seen
on residences. The Wells house has the irregular plan and general form and massing of the Queen Anne style, along
with the veranda and porte cochere often seen on Queen Anne houses. ‘But, more importantly, the details of the house
emphasize heavy, classical elements such as large modillions and jacK arches. And, even though the plan is irregular,
the Wells house has a more symmetrical appearance than typical Queen Anne houses. These style elements combine to

create an unusual and formal house that is architecturally significant.

T Wells house is historically significant because of its association with Frank L. Wells, founder and President
of the Frank L. Wells Company, an important manufacturing company in Kenosha in the twentieth century.
The Wells Company has provided employment and steady growth to Kenosha residents since the turn of the twentieth
century. One of the city's few industries still on its historic site, the Wells Company is a reminder of the type of
industry that made Kenosha's economy strong in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Although the historic
location of the Wells Company is extant, the factory building has suffered some loss of integrity, maKing this house an

important historic resource related to Frank L. Wells and his company.

( l Tiis architecturally interesting house can be viewed as one meanders south of the Library Park Historic District.
You will surely be enriched by its' style and beauty.



