A Look BacK in Time
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T house located at 6114-16 Seventh Avenue is the birthplace of Orson Welles and is a contributing property
within the Library Park Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places. The house lies within a
mixed-use neighborhood just south of Kenosha's downtown. This property is historically significant under Standard 2
of Section 15.04 of the City's Zoning Ordinance. ‘This property is historically significant as it is identified with historic
personages in the City's history. Birthplaces of historically significant Americans are often not the sites where they
achieved their significance, but are usually considered historically important sites in a local community. This is the case
with this building. The house has been remodeled several times since its original late nineteenth century construction

date and has no architectural significance.

( ! Tie Orson Welles Birthplace is a residence that is currently used as a duplex. The house is a two-story building
with a hip and gable roof and a large square

tower that projects from the southeast corner of the — B /\ E
house. ‘The tower is topped with a mansard roof. 4 .

two-story gabled ell projects from the main elevation of
the house and it features returned eaves in the Colonial
Revival style. Fenestration is irregular, but consists /
primarily of double-hung sashes. In the projecting
gable there is a large 'picture’ style window in the first
story and a multi-light window band in the second
story. ‘This house appears to have been a nineteenth-
century building originally that was remodeled into a
duplex around the turn of the twentieth century.

Tis house was originally built in the late nineteenth century, then remodeled several times. Since the early
twentieth century, the building has been a duplex, Between 1912 and 1920, half of the duplex was occupied by
Richard H. Welles, whose son, Orson, was born during that time. ‘This is the event that gives the building historical
significance. Orson ‘Welles went on to become one of the most significant figures in the modern motion picture
industry. His 'Citizen Kane," is considered to be a landmark in movie-maKing history, and is still considered by many
the best motion picture ever made. Although not recognized for his genius and even reviled during his early years in
Hollywood, Welles' talent and innovation in movie-maKing is well-Known today. Birthplaces of famous people are
often not the places where they achieved their historical importance, and this is the case with this building. However,
such sites are usually important in the area where they are located. Orson Welles' Kenosha roots are a source of local

pride in the community, maKing this house historically significant as the site of his birth.

( ! Tiis site, within the Library Park Historic District, has significant local history with ties to Hollywood and

would be a great topic for conversation with anyone interested in motion pictures.



