A Look Back in Time

( ! Tie George and Mary Washburn House located at 6030 14th Avenue was designated a local landmark in 1990
due to it's architectural significance as a good and interesting interpretation of the Shingle Style. The building
has attractive features and a high level of preservation, making it a fine example of a late nineteenth century Victorian

house.

T George and Mary Washburn House is a two and one-half story residence with details from the Shingle Style
of architecture. ‘The building has a generally rectangular plan with an interesting, steeply-pitched gable roof that
has eaves close to the walls. The side gables frame the upper half story and slightly project from the wall. They are
decorated with heavy bracKets that resemble exposed rafters. Set into these gables are small palladian openings
decorated with decorative cornices, Keystones,

and window box sills. Dominating the front

elevation is a broad projecting gable that forms

the roof for the front porch. Inset into this

gable is a gothic-arched opening for a recessed

porch. ‘The arch is decorated with wood panels
that suggest stones and is decorated at the peak.

with a wooden Keystone and a stickwork

crosspiece. A spool-and-spindle balustrade

covers the porch opening. The walls of the
house sits on a cut limestone foundation and
are covered with very narrow clapboards and
are punctuated with primarily undecorated
single-light double-hunyg sashes. The main
entrance is a simple door topped with a
transom and covered with a front porch that
features round columns and a balustrade that is sided with thin clapboards. ‘The balustrade rises to form bases for the
columns and is punctuated with small, rectangular openings near the railings. Decorative paneled bases highlight the
staircase leading to the porch. A smaller porch that features turned posts and a spool-and-spindle frieze covers the rear

entrance at the southwest corner of the building.

T George and Mary Washburn House was built in 1896. George Washburn died in 1916 and Mary continued
to live in the house until 1930. Their daughter, Edna, lived in the house until 1950. The Washburn House is
architecturally significant because it is an interesting variation of the Shingle Style of architecture. The Shingle Style
was popular in Wisconsin between 1880 and 1910. Massiveness and horizontal lines are emphasized in this style, as is
the application of wood shingles on the exterior. Shingle Style houses also feature broad gables, sometimes sloping
alonyg the front elevation. The Shingle Style was developed at the same time as the Queen Anne style, but the Queen



Anne style was much more common. Few good examples of the Shingle Style are extant in Wisconsin, rather, the

style's details were often used to decorate the more common Queen Ann houses.

T Washburn House has several important details of the Shingle Style, including the broad front gable and the
lack of projecting eaves. More importantly, though, it features several highly decorative details, including the
palladian windows and the recessed porch with the pointed-arch opening. The house has a high level of historic

integrity, with few alterations from its original appearance. The Washburn House's unusual style, details, and well-

preserved appearance make it stand out in the city.

( ! Tie unique features of this Shingle Style Victorian house are definitely something to see. So while you're out and
about during this holiday season, we recommend maKking it a priority to drive by 6030 14th Avenue to experience

this unique architecture for yourself.



