A Look Back in Time

( ! fie Van Arsdale-Van Wie House, located at 6122 11* Avenue is a residential building that sits on a corner lot on
Kenosha's historic west side. ‘The building takes up much of its small, urban lot and is landscaped with a mature lawn and
shrubbery that is close to the house.

Saction 15.04 of the City's Zoning Ordinance establishes standards for
designating structures and sites as historic and the site or structure
must meet at least one of these standards. It was determined that The Vans
Arsdale-Van Wie House is architecturally and historically significant
under Standard 3; “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an
architectural type or specimen...” The Van Arsdale-Van Wie House is 3
architecturally significant because it is a fine example of the Italianate style
of architecture, a popular style of the mid-nineteenth century. The building &
not only reflects a popular historic style, but also has fine cream brick_
construction. ‘The Van Arsdale-Van Wie House was originally designated in =~
1990 and re-designated on November 21, 1996. .

T Van Arsdale-Van Wie House is a two-story Italianate style house with a rectangular plan and a one-story ell that is
attached to the rear wall. The low-pitched hip roof of the main block of the house has wide, overhanging eaves decorated with a
denticulated frieze and heavy bracKets. The roof of the rear ell is decorated with a stone water table. ‘The walls of the main blocK are
punctuated with tall, narrow window openings glazed with two-over-two light double hung sashes. These windows are decorated
with classical hood moldings that feature prominent curved cornices and Keystones. Similarly-decorated windows are also in a two-
story bricK bay that projects from the south elevation of the house. ‘The rear ell has smaller, undecorated sash windows. The main
entrance to the house consists of a simple door decorated with sidelights and an arched transom. A historic porch that once spanned
the entire main elevation of the house has been moved in favor of a modern overhang, metal balustrades, and concrete steps in front of
the main entrance. A small historic porch with turned posts and a spool-and-spindle frieze covers the entrance in the south wall of the

rear ell.

Tis house was built around 1865 for George Van Arsdale, the owner of a local foundry who came to Kenosha in 1855.
In 1865 he began manufacturing agricultural implements, a business he operated until 1871, when he moved to Illinois.
A few years later, the house was acquired by Enoch and E.J. Van Wie. Enoch Van Wie was a carriage maker who was born
in New York in 1828. He went to California in 1850, returning to Kenosha in 1873. The Van Wies owned this house until
mid-1880s. During the first half of the twentieth century, the house was owned and occupied by the Maloney family.

T Van Arsdale-Van Wie House is a good example of the Italianate style because it has the rectangular form and
massing of the style, along with common details such as a low-pitched hip roof; wide, overhanging eaves with bracKets;
and openings with arched hood molding. In particular, the fact that the window openings have not been enclosed and still
retain their elaborate hood moldings maKes this house an architectural and a fine example of the mid-nineteenth century
Italianate style.



