A Look Back in Time

C onstructed in 1906, the Benjamin Stahl House located at 6005 Fifth Avenue is considered architecturally
significant in accordance with Standard 3 of Section 15.04 of the City's Zoning Ordinance. The Stahl House
'embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen..." ‘The Stahl House is architecturally
significant because it is a fine example of an early twentieth century period revival house. This house was originally
designated a Kenosha Historic Landmark in 1983. In 1996, the house was reevaluated and re-designated as a local
landmark,

T Benjamin Stahl House is a two-story red brick building with details from the Georgian, Colonial, and
Classical Revival styles. This building has a steeply-pitched hip roof with wide overhanging eaves decorated with
a denticulated frieze and modillions.
Projecting from the roof are hip-roof
dormers that have wide, overhanging
flared eaves and small sash openings
with vertically-divided upper lights.

The brick walls feature corbeling at the
corners that resemble quoins and are
punctuated by symmetrical fenestration
of primarily double-hunyg sashes. The
openings are filled with single lower
lights and vertically-divided upper lights

and are decorated with large, stone jack.

arches and stone sills. A two-story bay

with the same windows projects from

the north elevation of the building. The e == e

main entrance consists of a simple entry door covered by a large veranda that wraps around the north side of the
building. ‘The veranda features round columns, several with Ionic capitals, a spool-and-spindle balustrade, and a
lattice base. The entrance at the southeast corner of the house has a simple shed-roofed overhang with plain posts and

a spool-and-spindle balustrade, and the entrance at the northeast corner of the house is undecorated.

.q; the time the house was constructed, Stahl was the owner of a livery. Around 1920, the house was acquired by
ohn and Anna English. Anna English lived in the house until around 1960. The Stahl House is
architecturally significant as a fine example of an early twentieth century house that features details from popular
period revival styles of the era. The house has the overall form and massing of Georgian or Colonial Revival houses
from the first decade of the twentieth century, and its heavy classical details suggest the Classical Revival style, also
popular during that time.



T period revival styles were popular between 1900 and 1940. These styles were interpretations of older
architectural styles, but not necessarily exact copies of them. The period revival styles include the Colonial,
Georgian, Tudor, Spanish Colonial, and Mediterranean Revival styles. The Classical Revival style, also popular during
this period, was a more elaborate classical style that is rarely seen in residential construction, but common for
commercial and institutional buildings of the period. Georgian and Colonial revival houses feature simple classical
details on symmetrical, orderly, and elegant houses. The Georgian Revival style is more formal and more classical than
the Colonial Revival style and there is usually an emphasis on the main entrance by the use of an entry pavilion or
portico. The Classical Revival style features very heavy classical details on very formal buildings, such as those of

Kenosha's Civic Center.

Ti& house is a combination of related styles. It has the form and massing of both the Georgian and Colonial
Revival styles. It is formal, orderly, and symmetrical, [ike the Georgian Revival style, but does not have the entry
pavilion or portico typically seen on Georgian buildings. Also, the classical veranda is more typical of the still popular
Queen Anne style than either the Georgian or Colonial styles. However, wide front porches are common on Colonial
Revival houses. The heavy modillions, corner quoins, jack arches, and porch balustrade are details that can be found on
both Georgian or Classical Revival buildings. The house does not represent one style over the other, rather, as was

common at the time, it reflects a combination of styles popular at the time.

T 1900-1910 period was a transitional one between the Queen Anne style and the period revival styles that
would increase in popularity after 1910. Houses built during this period often featured a combination of
architectural styles, and sometimes the result was not always attractive. ‘That is not the case with the Stahl House.
Its combination of classical forms and high level of construction materials and techniques maKes this house an
outstanding example of early twentieth century construction. The house is also significant because it has a very high
level of preservation, with almost all of its historic features intact. It is an elegant, formal building that adds

distinctiveness to its neighborhood.

( ! Tie Stahl House, with its many architectural styles, is one that you may wish to visit as spring arrives in
Kenosha. You will be visually rewarded by this building's use of varied architectural styles and it's high level of
integrity.



