A Look Back in Time

T Shirley Apartments located at 5922 Tenth Avenue, is an apartment/commercial building that sits on a large lot a
few blocks south of Kenosha's Civic Center. ‘The building taKes up its entire lot, with a few parKing spaces next to the
west elevation. The building has an urban setting with no landscaping except trees in the street's terrace. Section 15.04 of
the City's Zoning Ordinance establishes standards for designating structures and sites as historic. A site or structure must
meet at least one of the six standards. Standard three applies to the Shirley Apartments: ‘embodies the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type or specimen...” The Shirley Apartment Building is architecturally significant because
it is a fine and well-preserved example of the Classical Revival style of architecture, a popular style used for large and/or
institutional buildings during the early twentieth century. The building not only has high architectural style, but its
elaborate terra cotta details maKe it an unusual and highly decorative example of 1920s-era apartment construction. The
building is also significant as a fine
example of an early twentieth century
urban apartment building. It reflects an

important housing trend in the City

the 1920s. ‘This building was originally
designated a Kenosha Historic Site in
1988 and re-designated on November 18,
1996.

( l Tie Shirley Apartments is a three-
story red bricK apartment building
lavishly decorated on two (2) elevations

with Classical Revival terra cotta details.

The building has a U plan with the center

of the U alonyg the west elevation. The southeast corner is angled in the “flat iron” manner. The building has a flat roof
with a shallow parapet rising along the east and south elevations. ‘This parapet is covered with a terra cotta cornice that
features a row of dentils and a wide frieze decorated with swags. At the southeast corner, the cornice rises to form a terra

cotta gable peak that is decorated with scrolls and a classical pinnacle.

5 ymmetrical fenestration punctuates the walls of the building. On the north and west elevations, the windows are
paired or tripartite single-light double-hung sashes that are undecorated. On the east and south elevations, the
window openings are more elaborately decorated. On the east elevation, the second and third story openings consists of
individual, paired, or tripartite six-over-one-light double-hung sashes, and most of these windows are decorated with flat

brick arches and Keystones. Several openings are decorated with terra cotta entablatures, window surrounds, and spandrels.



The terra cotta decoration features classical motifs such as broKen pediments, pronounced cornices, swags, shields, and
foliated panels. Under two (2) decorated openings is a terra cotta panel carved to suggest balconies with posts, pilasters,
and bracKets.

( Z Tie Shirley Apartments were constructed in 1927 from a design by Chicago architect, Abraham Epstein. While the
bulK of the building was used for apartments, the south quarter of the first floor has housed retail businesses since the
building was completed. Classical Revival buildings feature a symmetrical form and massing, and heavy, classical details.

Because of the heaviness of the style, it is primarily seen on public and/or institutional buildings.

T building's architectural style is executed in its lavish terra cotta ornamentation. This ornamentation includes
typical classical details such as cornices, pediments, shields, swags, foliated panels, and pilasters. These details make
what is basically a simple red brick building a fine and highly decorative example of the Classical Revival style. In
particular, the amount and quality of the terra cotta ornamentation that is still extant on the building maKe it one of the

most attractive buildings in the City.

T Shirley Apartments is also architecturally significant because it is a good example of a new type of building that
became very popular during the early twentieth century — the luxury or garden apartment. Prior to the period when
the automobile was widely used, residential areas close to downtown were becoming more densely populated as Kenosha
grew and many more people wanted to live close to downtown, but the number of single-family homes was limited. Many
of these people were professionals who would have purchased a single-family home in the nineteenth century, but found the
homes near downtown limited in the 1920s. To meet the demand to house these people, developers began to construct small
to large-sized apartment buildings that had many of the luxuries found in single-family homes but could house a large
number of people in a relatively small area. The Shirley Apartments is a good example of this trend that provided convenient

housing for growing professional middle class urban families.

.ﬂ;you ride or walk_by the Shirley Apartments, you will see for yourself why this apartment building is one of the
ost attractive buildings in the City of Kenosha.



