A Look Back in Time

( ! fe Schwartz Building is located in downtown Kenosha at the intersection of Sixth Avenue and 57" Street.
The only landscaping around the building are small trees planted in the sidewalKs that run along Sixth Avenue and 57"
Street. Otherwise, the sidewalKs fill the entire space between the building foundation and the street.

.

f ection 15.04 of the City's Zoning Ordinance establishes standards for designating structures and sites as historic and the
site or structure must meet at least one of the six standards. The Schwartz Building is architecturally significant under

Standard 3, ‘embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an
architectural type or specimen...” The Schwartz Building is a
fine example of a Classical Revival style building that maKes
elaborate use of terra cotta details. The Schwartz Building
was designated a local historic landmark on October 6, 2003.

( ! fie Schwartz Building is a large, three-story office
building that encompasses the entire lot. ‘The building

has a flat roof and red bricK walls. Its decoration is lavishly
applied terra cotta in the Classical Revival style. A wide
terra cotta cornice tops the building and there is a narrow
undecorated parapet above. The cornice features a wide frieze
marked on both elevations with the words, ‘Schwartz

Building.” Also on both elevations, on the upper two floors,

there are shallow brick pilasters that are paired on the west

elevation and part of the south elevation. These pilasters are topped with terra cotta panels with a Corinthian capital motif.
The pilasters also have terra cotta bases. ‘The symmetrical fenestration of the upper two stories of the building consists of
single-light sashes, a 1990s alteration. A 1991 photograph shows that these openings were filled with horizontally-divided

sashes, probably the original windows. These windows are decorated with flat terra cotta lintels and Keystones.

T first story originally had seven storefronts and the show windows and entrances to these storefronts have been
enclosed with red brick walls punctuated by single-light openings with lintels that mimic those of the upper stories along
with modern glass and metal doors. The enclosed windows still have their original terra cotta details. These details include a
very wide cornice and frieze that sits between the first and second stories and some of the original terra cotta pilasters that
accented the separate storefronts. These pilasters are decorated with swags and with capitals featuring shields. 4 1984
photograph shows that some of the storefronts had been extensively remodeled and their terra cotta pilasters removed. When

the storefronts were totally enclosed around the late 1980s, modern concrete pilasters, scored to resemble the original terra



cotta panels, were placed on the building. An original entrance into the upper floors is still extant on the 57" Street elevation.

It is decorated with the terra cotta pilasters and transom.

T Schwartz Building was constructed in 1924 and is architecturally significant as a fine and relatively intact example
of a twentieth century Classical Revival commercial building with details constructed of terra cotta. ‘The terra cotta
details give the building its distinctive style features. ‘The building's overall high quality of construction and fine materials
make it an elegant and architecturally significant building in downtown Kenosha.

T Classical Revival style of architecture was used primarily for large commercial and institutional buildings in the early
to mid twentieth century in Wisconsin. It was popularized at the 1893 Chicago World's Fair, which featured a
grouping of large, Classically-styled buildings all painted white. Because the style emphasized heavy classical details such as
columns and wide cornices, it was used primarily for non-residential construction. Many early twentieth century commercial
buildings featured style elements from the Classical Revival, but few, especially in small to medium-sized communities, were
elaborately decorated with this style. The constraints of a commercial building lot and storefront design meant that Classical

Revival commercial buildings were not as elaborately detailed as their institutional counterparts.

Kfnwﬁa has many fine examples of the Classical Revival style, including institutional buildings in the Library Park
istoric District and the buildings of the Civic Center Historic District. In fact, the Civic Center Historic District
contains the best individual examples of the style, as well as having the best concentration of buildings of this style.
Downtown Kenosha has some examples of Classical Revival style commercial buildings, but they are either much less
decorative or more streamlined than the Schwartz Building. The beautiful classical terra cotta details contrast sharply with
the bright red brick of the building's walls, making the Schwartz Building stand out not only for its classical style elements,
but also for its high quality of building materials. The combination of good design, high-quality construction methods and
materials, and a good level of historic integrity maKes this building stand out in the commercial building fabric of Kenosha.

.q:frive through Kenosha's downtown will award you a view of many fine examples of period architecture. Close by are
he Civic Center Historic District, Library Park Historic District and Third Avenue Historic District to enjoy.



