A Look Back in Time
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T Kenosha National Bank building located at 625 57th Street was designated a Local Landmark on October 6, 2003.
The Kenosha National BanK is architecturally and historically significant under Standards 1 and 3 of Section 15.16 of
the City's Zoning Ordinance. ‘This building exemplifies or reflects the City's cultural, social...history; and embodies the
distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen..." The Kenosha National Bank is architecturally significant
as a fine example of a simple and streamlined Classical Revival building of the late 1920s, a multi-storied building that suggests
the optimism of both Kenosha's downtown and business interests at the time. It is also the work of noted Chicago architects,

Childs and Smith, designers of banks and other buildings in the mid-west.

T Kenosha National BanK is an eight story "flat iron’ shaped building sitting on a corner lot. It fills the lot so there is
no landscaping. A flat iron shaped building is more

typically placed on a triangular parcel, with slanted side
walls at an equal angle from the flattened corner. In this
case, the parcel is rectangular, so the side walls extend
straight from the flattened corner. These side walls and
the flattened corner make up the main elevations of the

building.

( ! Tie roof of the building is flat and the main

elevations are decorated with a metal cornice with
dentils. Underneath the cornice is a metal frieze
consisting of arcaded round arches and bracKets. 4
newspaper article from the time the bank was completed
was consulted about the materials used in the building.
There is no description of the cornice materials, but they
have faded to a green that resembles copper. The other

materials of the bank exterior are mentioned in the article

and they consist of "buff colored Kittaning brick, a
stainless brick that forever Keeps its cleanliness;" a foundation clad with "imported Swedish black granite;" and a covering of
"Indiana Bedford stone extending to the middle of the fourth story." (*Took One Year')

T windows of the upper six stories on the main elevations are identical in shape and size and are all filled with two
sashes divided by a horizontal muntin. These windows are modern replacements for original single-light sashes, as seen in
a historic photograph. Decorating the top story windows are round arched reveals filled with bricks and a rosette. A bricK belt
course runs across the elevations under these arches. Under the fourth story windows is a wide stone cornice with modillions.

The openings of the first two stories are massive round-arched windows. Two of these large windows are also entrances along



57th Street. ‘The main entrance has metal and glass doors and flanKing the entire window unit are two classically-decorated
light fixtures. The other entrance near the east end of the north elevation also has a glass and metal door but no light fixtures.
A non-historic glass and metal walkway from the third story of the north elevation runs to a parKing structure on the other side
of 57th Street.

T Kenosha National Bank building is historically significant because it was built at the culmination of the rapid growth
and development of one of Kenosha's largest banks, a bank that epitomized the rampant business growth of the 1920s,
and the spectacular failures of the early 1930s. ‘The building was constructed for the United States National Bank of Kenosha,
which had its roots in the Citizen's Bank, formed in 1915. ‘The Citizen's Bank boomed in the financial heyday of the late 1910s
and the early 1920s, and in 1923, it received a federal charter, becoming the United States National Bank of Kenosha. After
merging with another bank, the U.S. National BanKk of Kenosha rivaled the long-established First National Bank, The U.S.
National Bank failed in 1932, but a new bank, the Kenosha National Bank, was formed in 1945, a bank that would become a
significant financial institution during the post-World War II era.

T Kenosha National Bank building is architecturally significant because it has distinctive characteristics that reflect the
Classical Revival style, executed in a streamlined manner, and because is is the work of noted Chicago architects, Childs
and Smith. In 1928, when this building was completed, it was a thoroughly modern interpretation of an older, traditional
style. Using the Classical Revival style for banKs in the 1920s was common, as the style gave bank buildings the traditional
image they desired. In this design, though, the architects modernized the style, accomplishing the traditional look, while giving
the building a progressive, modern appearance. The streamlining of details was not necessarily a cost measure, as the materials
used for the building, such as Bedford limestone, Swedish granite, and 'stainless" bricKs, were not economical choices. But, the
result of using these high quality materials was that the building, when completed, was the most impressive looKing building in

the downtown.

C hilds and Smith, a Chicago architectural firm, were specialists in banKk design, and also in the design of educational
buildings. In the 1920s, they designed several bank buildings in Wisconsin, as well as high schools in Fond du Lac and
Sheboygan. They designed banks and schools in other states, as well as a series of "high-rise’ buildings for Northwestern
University. The combination of fine design by a prominent architectural firm, fine construction methods and materials, and a
high level of historic integrity maKes this building stand out in downtown Kenosha. Add its historical importance to the

commercial and banKing history of the community, and the building is well qualified as a Kenosha landmark,

S cooping the loop through downtown Kenosha will give you an opportunity to view and appreciate many fine historic
buildings constructed by our ancestors. The Kenosha National Bank, one of two historic ‘sKyscrapers”in Kenosha's

downtown, is an extraordinary example of the distinctive Classical Revival style and a unique piece of Kenosha's history.



