A Look Back in Time

( ! Tie Italian American Club located at 2217 52nd Street was designated a Local Landmark on October 6, 2003. The
Italian American Club is historically significant under Standard 1 of Section 15.16 of the City's Zoning Ordinance. This
building exemplifies or reflects the City's cultural, social...history." The building is historically significant because it is the most

important resource associated with the historic Italian-American community in Kenosha.

T two-story Italian-American Club is constructed of cream bricks with a facing on the main elevation of brown brick,
The side and bacK walls of the building are not decorated, but there are Classical Revival influenced details on the main
elevation. These details include a subtle brick corbelled cornice, a decorated stone belt course, and narrow stone surrounds
accenting first and second story windows. The surrounds
are also accented with tabs and Keystones. Stone plaques
also accent the spandrels between two sets of windows
and in between the three windows in the center of the
second story. The windows, themselves are modern single

lights that are replacements for the original glazing.

( ! Tie most decorative part of the building is the main

entrance. It has a modern set of glass and metal
doors and a stone frontispiece that includes a cornice
topped with scroll bracKets flanKing a large medallion
filled with the seal of the Italian-American Society.

Under the cornice of the frontispiece is a row of dentils
and large sidelights flank the entry doors. The sidelights sit on stone panels. A long awning supported by metal poles covers the

entry doors and the approach to the entrance.

( ! Tie east and west elevations of the building are similar. ‘The brick walls have shallow bricK pilasters and large openings
that are filled with glass blocks and small windows that can be opened for ventilation. On the east elevation, the
basement openings are enclosed with glass blocKs, while on the east elevation, they are enclosed with bricks. The rear elevation

has a shallow, two-story, projecting ell and the only openings are utility doors and windows.

l n the 1880s and 1890s, Italians came to Kenosha from Tuscany, but after the turn of the twentieth century, most Italians
came from Southern Italy. They came to worK in the rapidly growing factories in Kenosha, which resulted in a labor
shortage that brought many European immigrants to the city. One of the first things the earliest Italian immigrants did was to

establish a Catholic Church where everyone spoke Italian.

( ! Tie immigrants began to form associations or societies to help them and others get established in the city. Four separate
Italian-American societies were formed between 1904 and 1911 in Kenosha with a total membership of 300. In 1918,



some of the members began to support the idea of the societies joining together, but it was not until 1923 that this effort was
successful in the formation of the Italian-American Society. Not only did the society provide mutual aid to immigrants and
persons of Italian bacKground, but they also provided many social and civic activities for its members. On June 13, 1926, the
cornerstone was laid for a clubhouse and it was completed by December of that year. The opening of the clubhouse brought over
two thousand visitors to the festivities. Included in the new building were a ballroom, restaurant, bar, and game room. The

building was designed by Charles Augustine, built by D. Camosy, and decorated by Eugene Potente.

@ y 1935, the Italian-American Society's membership surged over 1,000 and eventually peaked at 1,600 before World War
I1. Because of their numbers, the membership could not only provide mutual aid and social and civic activities, but
could also support a number of national charities. LiKe most fraternal and social groups, membership began to decline in the
19505 and 1960s. Younger generations did not identify as Italian-Americans as much as older generations did, and many
families dispersed out of the city. Membership stabilized in the 1970s and 1980s. In 1973, membership in the society stood at
600 and in 1989, it was 500. The clubhouse is still actively used today as a restaurant and for private parties.

Bﬁnic societies are historically significant because they represent the era of European immigration to Wisconsin, and
ow those immigrants developed their own ethnic communities within a larger community. They represent the social
and cultural lives of the ethnic groups that have contributed to the growth and development of Wisconsin. The Italian-
Americans were one such group, and the societies they formed help us understand their life and culture during the years they
were newcomers to the state. ‘The ethnic societies that are still active today also help retain the European culture they brought

with them when they came to Wisconsin.

T Italian-American Society was the culmination of an effort to bring together all Italian-Americans in Kenosha under a
unified organization. As such, its founding was an important historical event, and the building of this clubhouse is the
physical result of this event. By 1926, the Italian-Americans in Kenosha were so numerous and important in the city that they
could build themselves a large, modern, clubhouse where they could maintain their social connections, participate in community
activities, and retain their ethnic heritage. ‘This building represents the historical importance of Kenosha's Italian-American

community and their important ethnic history in the city.

@inner one evening at the Italian-American Club would give you and a guest the opportunity to experience the Italian
culture from both a culinary and an architectural perspective. ‘Why not give it a try? I'm confident you will not be

disappointed...



