A Look Back in Time

T First National Bank building located at 5522 Sixth Avenue was designated a Kenosha Historic Site in 1983 and
redesignated in 1996. The First National Bank is architecturally and historically significant under Standards 1 and 3 of
Section 15.16 of the City's Zoning Ordinance. This building exemplifies or reflects the City's cultural, social...history; and
embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen..." The First National BanK is architecturally
significant because it is a fine example of the union of the Art Deco and Classical Revival architectural styles. The building is

historically significant because it has been one of the most important banks in Kenosha since its founding in 1852.

‘ l Te First National Bank building is a
two-story commercial building that is

faced with smooth limestone veneer. ‘The

building has a flat roof with a simple parapet &

that is interrupted by shallow gable peaKs.
The gables are decorated with stylized  JEAUHIE (88 () (X (¥
pilasters enriched with foliated plagues.
Under the parapet is a narrow cornice

accented with a row of dentils. A row of

dentils also accents the window sills of the

second story of the building. The smooth stone g
exterior is highlighted by very shallow pilasters
that divide the window openings and are
fluted on the second story. The openings, themselves, have been replaced with modern tinted single-light glazing with small
horizontal casements. On the first story south elevation, the windows are accented with stone veneer in a pattern that suggest
stone blocks. The main entrance to the building sits at the southeast corner of the east elevation. It is composed of modern
glass and metal doors accented with sidelights and a transom. The entrance is decorated with a large, stylized pedimented lintel
and Keystone. A much smaller version of this entrance is in the middle of the south elevation of the building. FlanKing this
entrance, and the first story of the east elevation of the building are Art Deco lamps that have a torch design.

T First National Bank, now part of the Bank One chain, began as the City BanKk of Kenosha, founded in 1852. When
Congress passed the national banking laws, the City BanKk of Kenosha converted into the First National Bank in 1865.
The early bank had several downtown locations until locating in an old commercial building on this site in the late nineteenth
century. Despite the uncertain economic conditions in 1930, the First National Bank opened this new building in that year.
The First National Bank weathered the banKing crisis of 1933 and emerged as the leading banK in the community during the
rest of the twentieth century. In the late twentieth century, the First National Bank was threatened by national chain
takeovers, but a change did not actually come until 1993, when the bank became part of the Bank One national chain. The

banK_continues to operate from this, their main site, in downtown Kenosha.



T First National BanKk building is architecturally significant because it is a fine example of the union of the Art Deco
and Classical Revival styles of architecture. ‘The Classical Revival style, often used for banks and other institutional
buildings, features symmetrical form and massing with heavy, classical details. The Art Deco style was popular between 1925
and 1945, and the style incorporated futuristic or high stylized historical details in its designs. Art Deco buildings have hard
edyges that suggest machine precision in details that include low-relief geometrical ornamentation such as shallow fluted
columns, chevrons, stylized sunbursts, and muted polychromy. Verticality is stressed and is often achieved by stepped setbacks
in large buildings. The First National Bank is a fine example of a Classical Revival-influenced Art Deco building. Its parapet
roofline, gables, dentils, and pilasters are Classical Revival details, but they are executed in a modern, stylized manner. The
building has a vertical emphasis in its use of the shallow projecting gables on the parapet and the fluted pilasters on the second

story. The result is a building that reflects the modern era in which it was constructed, while suggesting the traditional values
of the bank.

T First National BanK is historically significant because it has been one of the most important commercial institutions
in Kenosha for over 140 years. ‘Banks are significant commercial businesses in all communities, providing important
financial services that help other businesses and industries grow and a strong economic foundation for private citizens. ‘The
activities of local banks had a significant impact on the economic growth and development of communities, and the growth of
the First National Bank reflected its successful economic policies. Because of its strong architectural character and important

commercial history, the First National Bank building is well deserving of landmark status.

S cooping the loop through downtown Kenosha will give you an opportunity to view and appreciate many fine historic
buildings constructed by our ancestors. The First National Bank building is just one of them, offering us an extraordinary

example of two architectural styles, Art Deco and Classical Revival, joined to create a unique piece of Kenosha's history.



