A Look Back in Time

Lwatec[ at 5012 Fourth Avenue, the Bullen House is a fine example of a pre-Civil War era house with the form
and massing and details from both the Federal and Greek Revival architectural styles. The Bullen House was thus
determined to be architecturally significant meeting Standard 3 of Section 15.04 of the City's Zoning Ordinance. The house
was originally designated as a Kenosha Historic Site in 1979. The Common Council redesignated the property a local landmark,
on December 16, 1996.

( ! fie Bullen House is a two-story painted brick structure
with a rectangular form and details from both the Federal

and GreeK Revival styles of architecture. The house has a

moderately-pitched hip roof with a deck at the peak, Two

massive chimneys project from the north elevation of the roof.

Under the shallow roof eaves is a plain frieze, and symmetrical
fenestration punctuates the painted brick walls of the house.
The fenestration consists of six-over-six light, double-hung
sashes covered with storm windows. ‘The openings are decorated
with flat cornice lintels and a large wood lintel sits over the
main entrance. ‘The main entrance sits at the southeast corner of |

the main elevation and features sidelights and a massive wood

lintel.

T Bullen House sits on historic Washington Island (today Known as Simmons Island), one of the earliest settled areas of
Kenosha. Because of conflicts over land ownership during the 1840s, the original history of the Bullen House is
confusing. Historic deeds show that pioneers John and William Bullen owned the property at times during the 1840s and that
the house was probably built in 1844. During the 1850s, the property was owned by William Lyon, Henry Huff, and Samuel
Parsons. During the 1860s and 1870s, Byron and Loren SyKes owned the property, and in the mid-1880s, they sold it to Jacob
Ofson. Between 1893 and 1940, Michael and Julia Link, and his mother, Katherine Link, lived in the house.

T Bullen House has the form and massing of the Federal style, still popular in Wisconsin, although waning elsewhere.
The house also has details that reflect the newly popular Greek Revival style. Although a simple building today, it was
elaborate for its 1844 construction date, nine (9) years after the first pioneers came to Kenosha. This house has a very high level
of preservation and historical integrity that belies its age of over 150 years. ‘The house has been well-maintained and most of its
historic details are intact. It is the combination of style and preservation that maKes this house an important landmark_ in the

city.



visit to Simmons Island will reward you with a magnificent view of this important Kenosha landmark as well as the

cenic shores of LaKe Michigan.



