A Look Back in Time

¢ Bindt Block, 5022 Sixth Avenue, was first designated a local historic landmark in 1979 because of it's
architectural significance and because of cultural history it brings to the City of Kenosha. This commercial

building was later re-designated in December 1996.

T Bindt Block is a two-story commercial building with details from the Italianate style. The painted brick.
building has a triangular "flat iron’ shape with long east and west elevations and a narrow north elevation. The
building's flat roof has a narrow cornice made up of a sawtooth molding that suggests dentils. Under the cornice is
bricKk corbeling that suggests a paneled frieze and a simple belt course. The second story openings are round-arched.
They are partially enclosed and glazed with modern single-light sashes. They are topped with thin round arches that
hawe corbel stops suggesting arrows. ‘The openings are symmetrically placed on the east and west elevations in an
arcaded effect. Openings on the first floor are varied. ‘The east elevation has a group of symmetrically placed small
single lights and an entrance decorated with narrow round arches. ‘The west elevation has a combination of small
single lights, taller single-light double-hung sashes, and an entrance that are all decorated with narrow round arches.
At the southwest corner of the west elevation is a modern storefront that is covered with stone veneer and has an
enclosed transom, small show windows, and a recessed entrance. The north elevation of the building contains the main
storefront that has been modernized with tan brick veneer, an enclosed transom, small show windows, and a recessed,
modern entrance. Above this storefront are two round-arched openings that are identical to the other second-story
openings and a corner bay. ‘The bay is clad with pressed metal and decorated with cornices, dentils, arches, and round-

arched openings.

T Bindt Block was constructed around 1863 for Joseph Bindt, who operated a general and dry goods store in
the building's storefront until the turn of the twentieth century. In 1900, the building was acquired by the
Schlitz Brewing Company, whose agents, Kollman and Willems, operated a saloon and recreational hall in the building
until prohibition. The business was Known as both the Kollman and Willems saloon and as Schlitz Hall. After
prohibition, the Hrupka Brothers acquired the building and briefly operated a soft drink parlor in the storefront, but by
the mid-1920s, the business had become Joseph HrupKa's meat marKet. The meat market operated until the mid-1930s,
when HrupKa expanded the business into a grocery store. The HrupKa grocery store operated in the building until the
1990s. Bella Home Medical was housed in this commercial building for several years. Currently, QPS Companies, a
temporary employment service, operates from the Bindt BlocK. building.

( l Tie Bindt Block is architecturally significant as a fine example of an Italianate-influenced commercial block, The
Italianate style was a popular one for both residential and commercial buildings during the nineteenth century.
Its main features in commercial blocKs included elaborate cornices with bracKets and second-story openings with round

arches or elaborate label moldings. The Bindt BlocK is a simple example of the Italianate commercial style with some



unusual details. Instead of an elaborate bracKeted cornice, the building's cornice is an unusual sawtooth molding that
decorates a brick corbeled frieze. ‘The round-arched openings are typical of the Italianate style, but are decorated with
unusual narrow arches. Of particular interest is the fact that the unusual arches are also used to decorate first floor
openings that are rectangular or square. Most commercial buildings have undecorated first floor openings, and
rectangular or square openings are generally decorated with hood moldings instead of round arches. ‘This detail adds
architectural distinction to the building. Also distinctive is the second-story bay, with its pressed metal classically-
influenced decoration. Although the storefront has been modernized, the bulk of the building has its historic

appearance and its unusual "flat iron" shape maKes the Bindt BlocKk stand out in the north side commercial district.

T Bindt BlocK is also historically significant because it is a good example of a nineteenth century commercial
blocK. The Bindt BlocK is typical of historic commercial buildings in Kenosha that have had minor alterations,
but the size and generally well-preserved exterior of this building maKes it a good example of what commercial
buildings looked liKe in the nineteenth century and it can tell us a lot about how commercial enterprises presented
themselves during the city's historic era. ‘The building is also significant because it represents the development of the
north side commercial district, a neighborhood shopping area that was an adjunct to the main commercial center of

Kenosha.

D/Zu are encouraged to drive by the Bindt Block commercial building to see for yourself the distinctive
characteristics of this Italianate style building. You will be impressed with the detail and how well the building

has been preserved.




