A Look Back in Time

istoric District on the National Register of Historic Places. Section 15.04 of the City's Zoning Ordinance establishes

standards for designating structures and sites as historic and the site or structure must meet at least one of the six standards.

( Z he Edward Bain House, located at 6107 Seventh Avenue, is a contributing property within the Library Park.
Hi

All applicable standards were applied in evaluating this property and it was determined that the Edward Bain House meets

standards one, two and six.

& Standard One: “Exemplifies or reflects the City's cultural, social, economic, political, engineering and,/or
architectural history.” This large Italianate house reflects the popularity of this building style in the mid-nineteenth

century.

& Standard Two: ‘Is identified with historic personages or with important events in the City's history.” This house
was built for Edward Bain, a man important to the City's industrial history.

& Standard Six: “Historic structures and sites which are on the National or State Register of Historic Places shall be
designated as a City historic structure or site.” Since the house is a contributing structure in the Library Park Historic

District, a National Register District, the structure should be designated according to the ordinance.

( ! Te Italianate design was the third architectural wave to hit Kenosha, following Greek Revival and Gothic Revival. The
designs were based on rural Italian villas, or some architect's fantasy of what the ideal Italian villa might looK like. They

were generally constructed of brick, with an emphasis
on vertical lines, and nearly every one had a low,
hipped roof with bracKets under the eaves. It was the
bracKets, fancifully carved wooden supports for which
there was structural purpose, which most easily

identifies the Italianate house.

( ! fre Edward Bain House is a large, two and one-
half story rambling brick_Italianate house

featuring many decorative details. It has a large
truncated hip roof from which project two gabled wall|
dormers on the main facade, and a south side
projecting gabled wing. The wide eaves are supported
by paired scroll bracKets with pendants that are
believed to be hand-carved. ‘The frieze is decorated

with dentils and carving. ‘The front gables have lunette windows with arches and tall Keystones. Other windows are simple

two-over-two double-hung sashes decorated with heavy cornice hood moldings. The front porch, probably altered at the turn of
the century, has large Doric columns, a metal balustrade, and a decorated frieze. The frieze is continued along the front facade

one-story bay window and the later-added south facade sun room. The bay and sun room are also decorated with pilasters.



@0771 in New York state, Edward Bain came to Southport in 1844 at the age of 19. By the following year, he was the
proprietor of his own hardware store. In 1852, he purchased Mitchell Wagon Works which became Bain Wagon
Works, one of the largest industries in Kenosha and one of the premier wagon-maKing firms in the state. Harriett Bain,
Edward's widow, lived in the house until 1906. It was then owned by several persons, and between 1925 and 1931 it was a
dormitory for the Kenosha Hospital Training School for Nurses.

@ain later built a “countryside” summer home a few miles southwest of this homestead. The neighborhood of “Bonnie
Hame " (Scottish for “Happy Home") still bears the name given the sprawling estate by Bain over 100 years ago. Oddly
enough, “Bonnie Hame” was located a stone's throw from the automobile factory that brought the demise of horse drawn

wagons.



