A Look Back in Time

T Allen House located at 6305 Third Avenue is a contributing property in the National Register of Historic
Places within the Third Avenue Historic District. This house also meets standards one and two of Section 15.04
of the City's Zoning Ordinance reflecting the City's social and architectural history as part of the 'mansion’ district,
and is identified with historic personages in the City's history as the home of Charles Chester Allen, a man important to
the City's industrial and banKing history. This house was originally designated a Kenosha Historic Landmark in 1981.

In 1994, the house was reevaluated and re-designated as a local landmark.

qte home of financier Charles Chester Allen is a two and one-half story red brick Georgian Revival building. It
features a side-gabled main section with two slightly recessed side-gabled end wings. Two gabled dormers project
from the main section. These dormers are decorated with modillions, returned eaves, and round-arched openings. A
dormer projects from each of the side wings, but they have shed roofs and six-over-six light sashes. The front facade is
highlighted by a grand entry pavilion that features a pediment decorated with modillions and dentils. ‘The pavilion is
supported by paired Ionic columns. The
entrance has sidelights and a jacK arch
decorated with stone stops and a Keystone.
Above the entrance is a small balcony with
simple balustrade covering a multi-light
opening topped by a fanlight. FlanKing the
first floor entrance are two different window
types. ‘To the south is a tripartite multi-light
sash window decorated with a jack arch. The
window to the north of the entrance is an
eight-over-eight sash window also decorated

with a similar jack arch. The south wing

features several multi-light sashes of different
sizes, and a small round-arched opening on the second floor. The north wing also has a variety of multi-light sash
windows and an entrance decorated with a pediment arch and fanlight. A plain, but prominent cornice unites the

main block with its end wings.

Tis house was built for Allen in 1903, and in 1928 he made a significant addition to the building, although it is
difficult to tell where the addition was made. Charles Chester Allen was the son of Charles W. Allen of N\ R.
Allen Sons Tannery, one of Kenosha's largest industries at the turn of the century. Charles C. Allen was at first
involved with the tannery, then later became head of the Chicago-Kenosha Hosiery Company, later Known as the
Allen-A Company, a significant producer of hosiery in the 1920s. Allen was also a financier, being head of the First



National Bank and the Northwestern Loan and Trust Company. The Allen family lived here until at least the 1940s.
In the 1950s, the home was the residence for the Sisters of St. Francis, and later was the headquarters for the

Apostolate for Family Consecration, a Catholic organization. The building is again being used as a private residence.

.q‘ieisure[y drive by the Allen House will reward you with a view of this spectacular Georgian Revival home and
you wind your way through the Third Avenue Historic District you may feel what life might have been like
back in the time of Charles Chester Allen.



