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Exhibit A - Context Map and Site Analaysis
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Exhibit B - Stakeholder Interview Notes





 

MEETING NOTES 

 

Date:    September 24, 2012 

Project:   Southport Park  |  Kenosha, WI 

SAA#:  2470.08 

 

Meeting Date: September 24, 2012  (phone interview) 

Location: SAA Design Group 

 

Prepared by: Patrick Hannon 

Attendees: Alderperson Chris Schwartz, Blake Theisen (SAA), Patrick Hannon (SAA) 

 

Discussion:  Stakeholder Interview 

 

This was an interview meeting with the alderman as part of a series of interviews with 

individual stakeholders to learn more about their insights, concerns and ideas regarding the 

future use of Southport Park and Beach House. 

 

• Newest Alderperson (2nd District, elected in April).  Kenosha native. 

• Southport Park 

o Long history as a public beach 

o Working to remind people that this planning effort needs to focus on the 

park as a whole, not just the beach house.   

o Needs to become more of a destination; many people don’t know about this 

park 

 Possible ideas to create a draw include dog exercise area (city dog 

park), destination playground, improved public beach access, nature 

trails 

 Kenosha Sand Dunes currently used as an unofficial off-leash dog 

exercise area by many 

 Neighborhood demographic may not support destination 

playground idea, but existing play equipment should be upgraded 

 Public interest in emphasizing the natural environment.  Walking 

trails, fitness equipment along trails and educational component 

celebrating unique history and environment are appropriate 

 Public interest in repairing storm damage and reforestation 

 Establishing Southport as Kenosha’s southern trailhead fits in with 

efforts to become more bicycle friendly and helps integrate trails 

into a larger system 

 Open to the idea of developing a fishing pier 

o Beach house building 

 Public access needs to be maintained; open to the option of a 

public/private partnership 

 Building should be renovated, not demolished and reconstructed 



 

• Is there a way to do this more economically? 

• People are having a hard time with the $3 million estimate; 

a second estimate may help ease concerns 

• Building should largely remain intact, but modifications 

should be made to allow for greater and more flexible use 

• The lower level has potential to be better utilized and 

should be considered for separate rental facility for events 

including banquets, meetings and education 

• Opportunity to create a pavilion type space 

 Would like to see the building better utilized.  It has potential for 

more than just summer weekend rentals. 

• How can this be achieved?  Educational component seems 

to be an appropriate fit. 
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September 26, 2012 
Stakeholder Meeting – Alderman Bogdala 
Southport Park & Beach House Master Plan 
City of Kenosha, WI 
Engberg Anderson Project No. 112170.01 

EA File Name: Document1 

Present For City of Kenosha: 
Alderman Bogdala 

For SAA, Inc.: 
Blake Theisen; Patrick Hannon 

For Engberg Anderson, Inc.: 
Kevin Donahue 

This was an interview meeting with the alderman as part of a series of interviews with individual 
stakeholders to learn more about their insights, concerns, and ideas regarding the future use of Southport 
Park and Beach House. 

I. The project and the process need to be publicized more.   
A. City residents near I-94 have no idea what the discussion is about. 
B. City needs to publicize the park and building to let residents know the resource exists. 
C. Few people west of Green Bay Road know the park exists. 

II. Need to “button up” the building and then decide how to utilize it. 

III. Is for whatever the citizenry is for with regard to park and beach house. 

IV. Expect to hear (from the public) they like the park, but beach house is a concern. 

V. How do we increase utilization of beach house – year round use, week long use? 

VI. The beach house is a question of legacy.  It should be maintained. 

VII. Will fund raising/publicity compete with the Heritage House? 

VIII. Main concern is something has to happen.  An executable plan is needed.  Downtown Study was 
done, but still waiting to see how it will be implemented. 

IX. Building use 
A. Need a way to use the building, to rent it out. 
B. Needs more than just a banquet use. 
C. Event/use has to overcome inertia and must be seen as serious. 
D. Need to have/solicit a variety of uses. 
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These meeting minutes constitute the author's understanding of the issues discussed and the decisions 
reached. Please contact the undersigned with any additions, deletions or changes. 

Prepared by, 

Kevin Donahue 
Preservation Consultant 

KD/kd 

Copied Blake Theisen 
 Project File 
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September 26, 2012 
Stakeholder Meeting – Alderman Bostrom 
Southport Park & Beach House Master Plan 
City of Kenosha, WI 
Engberg Anderson Project No. 112170.01 

EA File Name: Document1 

Present For City of Kenosha: 
Alderman Bostrom 

For SAA, Inc.: 
Blake Theisen; Patrick Hannon 

For Engberg Anderson, Inc.: 
Kevin Donahue 

This was an interview meeting with the alderman as part of a series of interviews with individual 
stakeholders to learn more about their insights, concerns, and ideas regarding the future use of Southport 
Park and Beach House. 

I. The alderman moved to Kenosha in 1994. 

II. The park and neighborhood became part of his district as part of the last redistricting of the City. 

III. The park lost about 80 trees and the roof of the beach house was protected with a blue tarp as a 
result of the June 2011 storm. 

IV. The neighborhood residents feel: 
A. The park should remain as is. 
B. Do not draw in the outside community. 
C. Preserve the beach house and its community use (ballroom, beach use) 
D. Beach house and lakeside park area to north are almost two separate parks. 
E. Masterplan is not necessarily needed. 

V. Connectivity to park trail is good. 

VI. The beach house should remain in use; it has a presence in the park. 

VII. The beach house is not a good fit for a destination retail business (coffee shop), but could be good 
for concession or a commercial use at the site. 

VIII. Water treatment facility a challenge because of the odor.  May be why beach no longer used. 

IX. Current and waves may be an issue.  Other beaches are more sheltered - breakwaters and walls. 

X. Users: 
A. Beach – local families, neighborhood 
B. Park – cyclists, joggers, grandparents taking out their grandchildren. 

XI. Neighborhood might accept this being the southern trailhead for the bike path. 

XII. A stand-alone concessionaire/trailhead might provide enough traffice. 

XIII. The beach house is used for banquets, voting, classroom, yoga/zoomba. 

XIV. Need to review revenue generation and find a way to keep generated revenue dedicated to the site. 
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XV. Keep Kenosha Beautiful maintained the flower beds, but with cutting of paid volunteer coordinator 
position, the flower beds have not been kept up. 

XVI. Park is adequately maintained by the City, but not the building.  Need to develop an enterprise 
fund for the building. 

XVII. Review council meetings, press, and the Save Southport Facebook page to understand how 
viewpoint has changed over time.  Initial City thoughts were to raze it.  This created a lot of 
distrust/concern.  What is the endgame? 

XVIII. August 15th: 
A. Alderman Bostrom drafted a reslolution to fund the beach house and had it on the August 

15th agenda.   
B. On the day of the meeting the resolution was pulled from the agenda. 
C. Result is many see politics at play.  Everyone is asking, “What are we missing?”  Mayor vs. a 

significant portion of the council. 
D. A resolution did come out – Friends of Southport Beach House, but left undefined.  It is 

meant to raise funds for the beach house and to brainstorm uses.  

These meeting minutes constitute the author's understanding of the issues discussed and the decisions 
reached. Please contact the undersigned with any additions, deletions or changes. 

Prepared by, 

Kevin Donahue 
Preservation Consultant 

KD/kd 

Copied Blake Theisen 
 Project File 
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September 26, 2012 
Stakeholder Meeting – Alderman Mathewson 
Southport Park & Beach House Master Plan 
City of Kenosha, WI 
Engberg Anderson Project No. 112170.01 

EA File Name: Document1 

Present For City of Kenosha: 
Alderman Mathewson 

For SAA, Inc.: 
Blake Theisen; Patrick Hannon 

For Engberg Anderson, Inc.: 
Kevin Donahue 

This was an interview meeting with the alderman as part of a series of interviews with individual 
stakeholders to learn more about their insights, concerns, and ideas regarding the future use of Southport 
Park and Beach House.  Alderman Mathewson (8th District) is included as a stakeholder for his 
participation on the Parks Commission. 

I. Alderman Mathewson came to Kenosha in 2005, so unlike residents of his district, he has no 
personal memories/attachment to beach house site.  Beach house holds a special place in the hearts 
and minds of residents. 

II. Beach used to be used for swimming, but no longer and does not have a lifeguard. 

III. Park is used for casual strolling, engagements, 1st dates. 

IV. East side of building is boarded up, so people think building is abandoned.  There needs to be a use 
there. 

V. The park is defined by the beach house building. 

VI. There needs to be some repair to the landscape, but many of the homeowners along the lake side 
are happy with the loss of the trees. (The trees were blown over in a storm in 2011) 

VII. The only dog park is out at Petrified Springs.  There are a lot of dogs there.  Could be an amenity 
for Southport Park. 

VIII. The highest visitor use is from out of the neighborhood or out of town – they are guests at the 
wedding receptions held here.  Look at the license plates in the parking lot.  As a professional 
photographer, the alderman has also seen it. 

IX. A problem for broader community use of the park is the lack of directional signage as the park is 
not on a primary road. 

X. Park should be for community use and not just neighborhood use. 
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These meeting minutes constitute the author's understanding of the issues discussed and the decisions 
reached. Please contact the undersigned with any additions, deletions or changes. 

Prepared by, 

Kevin Donahue 
Preservation Consultant 

KD/kd 

Copied Blake Theisen 
 Project File 
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September 26, 2012 
Stakeholder Meeting – Alderman Michalski 
Southport Park & Beach House Master Plan 
City of Kenosha, WI 
Engberg Anderson Project No. 112170.01 

EA File Name: Document1 

Present For City of Kenosha: 
Alderman Michalski 

For SAA, Inc.: 
Blake Theisen; Patrick Hannon 

For Engberg Anderson, Inc.: 
Kevin Donahue 

This was an interview meeting with the alderman as part of a series of interviews with individual 
stakeholders to learn more about their insights, concerns, and ideas regarding the future use of Southport 
Park and Beach House.  Alderman Michalski (3rd District) sits on Water and Storm Water Utility 
Commissions and his district is to the immediate north of Southport Park. 

I. Margaret Heller is in his district and has been leading the move for restoring the beach house. 

II. Repair/preserve the building, but use asphalt shingles in lieu of slate and better windows.  Find a 
way to adaptively reuse the courtyards.  Building needs to have sprinklers if used for educational 
purposes. 

III. Site needs to draw people.   
A. Neighborhood views this as their park, not a city park.   
B. Neighborhood has mixed views about programming.  A permanent draw to the site will be 

acceptable to the neighbors.   
C. Use that draws a couple hundred OK, but a use to draw thousands will not be acceptable to 

the neighborhood. 

IV. The (swimming) lagoon had water quality issues because of seagulls.   
V. The park is heavily used on 4th of July, with people reserving their spots with tents or taping off 

areas. 
VI. Park Amenities: 

A. Upgrade the playground equipment 
B. Various playfields were not used and eventually were removed. 

VII. The utility would like to transfer ownership/care of the dunes to another entity.   
A. The dunes are a difficult area as the path continually washes out. 

VIII. Smell from the sewage treatment is predominantly from doors opened to admit “honey wagons” or 
when removing the built-up solids that remain following purification of wastewater.  Low water 
levels in the sewer system also contribute (this year’s drought).  System can be flushed, and 
chemicals added upstream to help alleviate smell. 
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IX. Water issues are from seagulls, not from water treatment plant. 

These meeting minutes constitute the author's understanding of the issues discussed and the decisions 
reached. Please contact the undersigned with any additions, deletions or changes. 

Prepared by, 

Kevin Donahue 
Preservation Consultant 

KD/kd 

Copied Blake Theisen 
 Project File 
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Exhibit C - Public Informational Meeting Comments
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Exhibit D - Visual Preference Survey Results
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Exhibit E - Preliminary Concept Plans
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Exhibit F - Master Plan
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Exhibit G - Cost Estimate
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Character Images  |  Loggia

Existing Conditions Potential Solutions
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Character Images  |  North Courtyard

Existing Conditions Potential Solutions
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Character Images  |  South Courtyard

Existing Conditions Potential Solutions

Potential Solutions
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Character Images  |  Park Elements
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Exhibit I - Dog Exercise Area Petition
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Exhibit J - Potential Funding Sources



Funding Sources 
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