
AGENDA
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS

Kenosha Municipal Building - Room 204
Monday, October 29, 2012 - 5:00 pm

Chairman: Michael J. Orth Vice Chairman: Anthony Kennedy
Commissioner: Chris Schwartz Commissioner: Rocco J. LaMacchia, Sr.
Commissioner: Kevin E. Mathewson

Call to Order
Roll Call

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A-1. Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on October 8, 2012.

C. REFERRED TO COMMISSION

C-1. Conditional Use Permit for a new public safety Communication Tower to be located at 
6210 60th Street. (Kenosha County/Nash Park) (District 15) (Airport-No 
Recommendation Ayes 4:Noes 0;CP-Ayes 6:Noes 0)

C-2. Proposed Resolution - To Direct the Parks Division Superintendent to Provide Plan 
Options for  a Full-Accessibility Play Area for Children.

C-3. Approval of Resolution to Authorize staff to pursue grants for Sport Fish Restoration 
Program.

C-4. Change Requests. 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:
1. Project Status Report
2. Park Division User Fee Report Draft Version
3. Corp Yearly Summary as proposed in 2013-2017

DIRECTOR AND/OR SUPERINTENDENT COMMENTS

CITIZEN COMMENTS/COMMISSIONER COMMENTS/OTHER BUSINESS AS AUTHORIZED BY LAW

IF YOU ARE DISABLED AND NEED ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL 653-4052 BEFORE THIS MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MAY BE PRESENT AT THE MEETING, AND ALTHOUGH 

THIS MAY CONSTITUTE A QUORUM OF THE COMMON COUNCIL, THE COUNCIL WILL NOT TAKE ANY ACTION AT THIS MEETING.



BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS
Minutes of Meeting held Monday, October 8, 2012

A meeting of the Board of Parks Commissioners was held on Monday, October 8, 2012 in 
Room 204 of the Kenosha Municipal Building. The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by 
Chairman Orth. 

At roll call, the following members were present: Commissioners Schwartz, LaMacchia, 
Kennedy, and Mathewson. Staff members in attendance were Michael Lemens, Director of
Public Works; Shelly Billingsley, Director of Engineering; Jeff Warnock, Superintendent of
Parks; and Alderperson Bostrom.

It was moved by Commissioner Kennedy, seconded by Commissioner LaMacchia, to approve 
the minutes from the meeting held on Monday, September 24, 2012. It was then moved by 
Commissioner Kennedy, seconded by Commissioner LaMacchia to amend as Commissioner 
Schwartz was excused. Motion carried unanimously.

B-1. Set time and date for 2013 Budget Review. (Deferred from the 9/24/12 meeting)
The 2013 Budget Review has been set to Monday, October 29, 2012 at 5pm following 
the regular scheduled Parks Meeting.

C-1. Proposed Resolution - To Amend the City of Kenosha Capital Improvement Program 
for 2012 By Increasing PK13-001 “Southport Beach House” by $300,000 and 
Decreasing PK11-001 “Outdoor Rec Plan & Implementation - CORP” by $300,000 for 
a Net Change of $0.
Staff/Alderperson: Shelly Billingsley and Alderperson Bostrom spoke.
It was moved by Commissioner Mathewson, seconded by Commissioner LaMacchia, 
to approve. It was then moved by Commissioner Mathewson, seconded by 
Commissioner LaMacchia to reduce the amount to $200,000. Motion carried 3-2 (with 
Commissioners Orth and Kennedy voting nay).

C-2. Change Requests. 
No Action Taken.

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:
1. Project Status Report – Shelly Billingsley spoke.

SUPERINTENDENT COMMENTS: Jeff Warnock commented on the CORP Plan regarding 
the equipment that is being used to repair the Parks.

CITIZEN COMMENTS: Tammy Conforti spoke regarding the Playground Project.

ADJOURNMENT - There being no further business to come before the Board of Parks 
Commissioners, it was moved, seconded and unanimously carried to adjourn at 5:21 pm.
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RESOLUTION

SPONSOR: THE MAYOR
CO-SPONSOR: ALDERPERSON KEITH W. ROSENBERG

ALDERPERSON SCOTT N. GORDON
ALDERPERSON TOD OHNSTAD
ALDERPERSON CHRIS SCHWARTZ
ALDERPERSON CURT WILSON
ALDERPERSON JAN MICHALSKI
ALDERPERSON PATRICK A. JULIANA

TO DIRECT THE PARKS DIVISION SUPERINTENDENT 
TO PROVIDE PLAN OPTIONS FOR A FULLY-ACCESSIBLE 
PLAY AREA FOR CHILDREN

WHEREAS, it is a right of all children to play; and, 

WHEREAS, the opportunity to play outdoors provides obvious physical, emotional, intellectual, 
and psychological benefits; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Kenosha provides recreational outdoor play opportunities in its fifty-six 
parks, forty-five of which parks currently include traditional play equipment designed for children such 
traditional equipment including swing sets, monkey bars, rings, slides, and platforms accessible by 
climbing ladders; and,

WHEREAS, such traditional equipment in current use in the City of Kenosha is not necessarily 
designed for full accessibility to all children; and,

WHEREAS, this traditional play equipment is usually underlain with traditional fill materials to 
help prevent injury, such fill material including rubber chips, wood chips, sand, gravel, or grass, which in 
turn are frequently enclosed by a raised railroad tie curb; and,

WHEREAS, the underlying traditional fill material enclosed by the curb can present a barrier to 
reach the play equipment to those who are not fully ambulatory; and,

WHEREAS, the barrier exists for a child with special physical needs who desires to participate 
and to a supervising adult with special physical needs who may need to be able to access a child with or 
without special needs; and, 

WHEREAS, physical impairment resulting in special needs can occur to anyone at any time – for 
some, it comes at birth, for others, it comes unexpectedly through illness, accident, or injury, while for 
many, it comes as a natural progression of the aging process; and,

WHEREAS, should a family living in the City of Kenosha having at least one child who has a 
special physical need, desire to attend a park with only traditional equipment, that child with the special 
physical need may be “left out” of the play opportunities being experienced by his or her siblings, 
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thereby depriving that child with special physical needs the physical, emotional, intellectual, and 
psychological benefits otherwise available; and,  

WHEREAS, in the United States, there are a very small number of fully-accessible parks that 
were created by progressive and forward-thinking governments and that are conducive to full 
accessibility, with fully-accessible equipment designs, which designs include for illustrative purposes:  a 
variety of swing types including high-backed swings and swings to accommodate wheel chairs; ramps 
with wide aisles, double rails, and flush turnarounds to provide wheel-chair access to raised platforms 
that provide further access to other amenities; non-plastic slides which do not threaten electronic implants 
with static electricity, with transition platforms, transfer bars, and a lower edge in contact with the 
ground;  monkey bar and ring sets set closer to the ground for easier reach; rocking equipment; roll-over 
impact attenuation surfaces, such as pour-in-place rubber, rubber tiles, or playground turf; and sandboxes 
and other equipment designed for accessibility and sensory exploration; and, 

WHEREAS, such fully-accessible parks are preferably designed to have fully-accessible 
equipment in concert with traditionally-designed equipment to allow for side-by side play; and, 

WHEREAS, fully-accessible equipment in concert with traditionally-designed equipment allows 
families with children of varying degrees of abilities to play side-by-side, which in turn allows more fun 
to be had by the siblings playing together, allows for easier supervision for the parents, increases empathy 
and acceptance, and fosters friendships; and,   

WHEREAS, families with at least one child of special physical needs who do not have fully-
accessible parks within their own communities, travel to such parks outside of their communities, thereby 
positively interacting with that latter, progressive, forward-thinking community and spending tourism 
money therewith; and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Kenosha desires to be such a progressive and forward-thinking 
community by providing fully-accessible play opportunities along with associated amenities and parking 
lots without barriers for all of the children who are its citizens.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council for the City of Kenosha, 
Wisconsin does hereby direct the Parks Division superintendent to make such contacts necessary and 
obtain such information necessary to understand the fundamentals of  fully-accessible play area design.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that after understanding the fundamentals of  fully-accessible play 
area design, the Parks Division superintendent shall provide to the Board of Parks Commissioners at least 
one plan option to provide area with fully-accessible play equipment with an appropriate fully-accessible 
underlayment and with fully-accessible associated amenities and facilities.

Adopted this _____ day of _____________________, 2012.

ATTEST:____________________________City Clerk

 
APPROVED:________________________Mayor                              Date:______________



Drafted By:
EDWARD R. ANTARAMIAN,
City Attorney
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CITY OF KENOSHA 

AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION 

 

SPORT FISH RESTORATION (SFR) PROGRAM  

 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Kenosha hereby requests assistance for the purpose of 

performing a feasibility study and alternatives analysis to improve the Kenosha Harbor for sport 

fishermen, boaters, and the general public; and  

 

WHEREAS, sedimentation is a problem related to the access of Lake Michigan by 

anglers, boaters, tourists, and general public; 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Kenosha has 

budgeted a sum sufficient to complete the feasibility study and  

 

HEREBY AUTHORIZES Michael M. Lemens, PE, Director of Public Works, to 

act on behalf of the City of Kenosha to: 

• submit an application to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 

(WDNR) for financial assistance; 

• sign necessary documents; and  

• take necessary action to undertake, direct and complete the approved 

project. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Kenosha will comply with state and federal 

rules for the programs; may perform force account work; will maintain the completed project in 

an attractive, inviting and safe manner; will keep the facilities open to the general public during 

reasonable hours consistent with the type of facility; and will obtain approval in writing from the 

WDNR before any change is made in the use of the project site (if applicable). 

 

Adopted this the    day of   , 2012. 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the Kenosha City Council on 

the ____ day of  _________, 2012. 

 

 ___________________________________________ 

 Authorized Signature 

 

 ___________________________________________ 

 Mayor Bosman 
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