












































ORDINANCE NO.                       
DRAFT 09/27/13

                    SPONSOR:   MAYOR

TO AMEND SUBSECTION 30.10 A. REGARDING FILING OF 
COMPLAINTS AND TO REPEAL AND RECREATE SUBSECTION 
30.15 OF THE CODE OF GENERAL ORDINANCES REGARDING 
LIABILITY OF COMPLAINANT  FOR COSTS AND EXPENSES

The Common Council of the City of Kenosha, Wisconsin, do ordain as follows:

Section One: Subsection 30.10 A. of the Code of General Ordinances for 

the City of  Kenosha, Wisconsin, is hereby amended as follows:

A. Filing of Complaints. Any person may file a complaint against any covered person 
alleging a violation of the Code of Ethics with the Ethics Board. The complaint shall be filed with 
the City Department of Human Resources. The complaint shall be in writing and shall be verified. 
A separate written verified complaint shall be required for each named covered person. The 
complaint shall state with specificity the date of the alleged offense, the provision of the Code of 
Ethics alleged to have been violated, and the facts and circumstances upon which the allegations 
are based. Allegations shall be deemed to be made upon personal knowledge unless stated as being 
made upon information and belief. No complaint shall be filed unless accompanied by a verified 
acknowledgment on a form prescribed by the City stating that the complainant has read, 
understands and agrees to be bound by the provisions of Section 30.15 A. of this Chapter entitled 
Liability Of Complainant For Costs And Expenses. Any complaint filed with the Department of 
Human Resources but not received by the Ethics Board prior to the effective date of this ordinance 
will not be received by the Ethics Board unless and until the complainant files the verified 
acknowledgment required pursuant to this paragraph.

Section Two: Subsection 30.15 of the Code of General Ordinances for the 

City of  Kenosha, Wisconsin, is hereby repealed and recreated as follows:

30.15   REIMBURSEMENT OF LEGAL EXPENSES
In the event a complaint against an accused covered person is dismissed in its entirety the 

Ethics Board, the accused covered person shall be paid by the City for the reasonable cost of the 
defense upon assigning to the City any cause of action to recover the legal expenses incurred by 
the accused covered person from the complainant. The City in its discretion may pursue such 
assigned cause of action to recover the legal expenses from the complainant where the complaint 
has been dismissed in its entirety by the Ethics Board.

30.15 LIABILITY OF COMPLAINANT FOR COSTS AND EXPENSES

            A.        In the event  a  complaint  against  an accused covered person is  dismissed in its 
entirety by the Ethics Board, the complainant shall be liable to the City to the fullest extent allowed 
by  law  for  all  costs  and  expenses,  including  all  administrative  personnel  costs  and  actual 
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reasonable attorney fees, incurred by the City and the Ethics Board in any way related to the 
complaint together with all costs and expenses, including actual reasonable attorney fees, incurred 
by the accused covered person in defense of the complaint.  Upon dismissal of a complaint in its 
entirety by the Ethics Board, the accused covered person shall be paid by the City for the costs and 
expenses, including actual reasonable attorney fees, incurred by the accused covered person in 
defense of the complaint upon assigning to the City any cause of action to recover the amount paid 
by the City from the complainant.  The City may pursue the assigned cause of action against the 
complainant together with the cause of action to recover all costs and expenses described above 
incurred by the City and the Ethics Board. In addition to the above, the complainant shall also be 
liable to the fullest extent allowed by law for all costs and expenses, including actual reasonable 
attorney fees, incurred by the City in any action against the complainant to recover the costs and 
expenses which the complainant is obligated to pay pursuant to this Section.

            B. Pursuant to Section 30.10 A., along with the complaint, a complainant shall file a 
signed acknowledgment that will include the following language: 

“The undersigned complainant acknowledges, understands and agrees that in the 
event the Ethics Board dismisses the undersigned's ethics complaint in its entirety, 
the undersigned shall be liable to the City of Kenosha to the fullest extent allowed 
by  law  for  all  costs  and  expenses,  including  actual  reasonable  attorney  fees, 
incurred by the City, the Ethics Board and the accused covered person in any way 
related to the undersigned's ethics complaint, together with all costs and expenses, 
including  actual  reasonable  attorney  fees,  incurred by  the  City  in  collecting 
payment thereof from the complainant.  The undersigned further acknowledges that 
the undersigned has read and understands Section 30.15 A. of the Code of General 
Ordinances entitled Liability Of Complainant For Costs And Expenses and agrees 
to be bound by its provisions.”

            Section Three: This Ordinance shall become effective upon passage and  

publication.

ATTEST: ___________________________ City Clerk

APPROVED: _____________________________Mayor

Passed:

Published:

Drafted By:
JONATHAN A. MULLIGAN
Assistant City Attorney
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