
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Agenda

     **SPECIAL MEETING**
   Thursday, October 1, 2015 at 5:00 pm

Municipal Building
625 52nd Street - Room 204 - Kenosha, WI  53140

Alderperson Jan Michalski - Chairman, William Siel - Vice-Chairman
Peter Shaw Johnson, Royanne Moon, Christopher Naumann, Sue Dyke O'Day and Merike Phillips

Call to Order and Roll Call

Approval of Minutes from August 27, 2015

1. Resolution by Alderperson Michalski, Co-Sponsor:  Alderperson Juliana - To Retain the 
Services of a qualified architectural firm to provide the City of Kenosha a comprehensive plan 
for historic preservation and rehabilitation of Southport Beach House. (District 12) PUBLIC 
HEARING

Public Comments

Commissioner Comments

Staff Comments

Adjournment

If you are disabled in need of assistance, please call 262.653.4030 at least 72 hours before this meeting.
Notice is hereby given that a majority of the members of the Common Council may be present at the meeting. 

Although this may constitute a quorum of the Common Council, the Council will not take any action at this meeting.

City of Kenosha, 625 52nd Street - Room 308, Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140     T. 262.653.4030      F. 262.653.4045     www.kenosha.org



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Minutes

August 27, 2015

MEMBERS PRESENT: Alderperson Jan Michalski, William Siel, Royanne Moon, 
Christopher Naumann and Sue Dyke O'Day

EXCUSED: Peter Johnson and Merike Phillips

STAFF PRESENT: PaPhouala Vang

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Alderperson Michalski and roll was 
taken.

A motion was made by Mr. Siel and seconded by Mr. Naumann to approve the minutes 
of the April 30, 2015 meeting as written.  The motion passed.  (Ayes 5, Noes 0)

1. Discussion on potential historical marker to be located on the former 
American Brass Company Office Building site at 1420 63rd Street.   
(District 3)  PUBLIC HEARING

Public hearing opened.

Ben Counterman, 1720 29th Street, explained his idea of a project to raise funds for a 
State historical marker to be located on the former American Brass Office Building site.

Public hearing closed.

Mr. Naumann said this is a great idea.  This sign would be place on private property, is 
the property owner ok with this?  Alderperson Michalski said he has spoken with Frank 
Carmichael, the property owner, and he is not opposed to the idea.

Mr. Naumann asked who would own and maintain the sign?  PaPhouala Vang, Planner, 
Mr. Counterman would head the project and maintain the sign.  Ms. Vang added that 
Staff recommends to move the sign from the proposed location to an area East of the 
building so it does not block the window or distract from the building.  The sign would 
still be on the Carmichael property.

Alderperson Michalski asked Mr. Counterman how he will raise the funds.  Mr. 
Counterman replied he would do crowdfunding and sell t-shirts.  Mr. Counterman has 
started a Facebook page and received support and old pictures from previous workers 
of the former American Brass Company.

Ms. Vang added that this sign would not require a Certificate of Appropriateness review 
or any other approvals from this Commission.  The project would be an official historical 
site through the State and require an Easement with the property owner that the public 
could visit this site.

Alderperson Michalski re-opened the public hearing to allow Frank Carmichael, property
owner, a chance to comment.

Mr. Carmichael said he is not opposed to the sign, but wanted to discuss a different 
location for the sign.  Mr. Carmichael sketched a rough drawing showing the sign would 
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be place to the west, at the corner of the parking lot.  Alderperson Michalski explained 
that Staff has already recommended to move the sign to the East location.  Mr. 
Carmichael said he doesn't mind that location.

Mr. Siel said he likes the area to the East, it has more of a connection with the building 
there.

Ms. Vang again stated this does not require our review or approval.  There will be no 
permits required from Community Development & Inspections.  This is a State Historical
marker.  Ms. Vang advised that Mr. Counterman should consider the Vision Clearance 
Triangle when deciding placement of the sign.

Ms. Moon complimented Mr. Counterman on the project.

Mr. Counterman asked who will do the upkeep of the sign.  Alderperson Michalski said it
is not the responsibility of the property owner, it would be your responsibility.

Mr. Carmichael asked if the sign would be lighted.  Ms. Vang said that would be up to 
you, but it is not necessary.

Public Comments

No public comments.

Commissioner Comments

Alderperson Michalski informed everyone that the Southport Beach House Association 
is not a 5013c, a charitable organization.

Staff Comments

Ms. Vang updated the Commission on the following:
-former YMCA - Is currently on hold.  They were unable to meet the deadlines for 

funding, so they will reapply for tax credits next year.
- Heritage House - is on hold, they did not receive a Grant they needed.
- Design Committee - the Committee has been working with the UW Extension to 

create a walking tour of historical markers.

Alderperson Michalski said he was contacted by a private individual that would like to 
start a small business of taking people on these walking tours.  Mr. Naumann said they 
can be directed to him and he will work with them.

A motion was made by Ms. O'Day and seconded by Mr. Siel to adjourn the meeting.  
The motion passed.  (Ayes 5, Noes 0)  The meeting adjourned at 5:22 p.m.

Meeting Minutes Prepared by:  Kay Schueffner, Community Development & Inspections
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