
AGENDA
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS

Kenosha Municipal Building - Room 204
Monday, September 24, 2012 - 5:00 pm

Chairman: Michael J. Orth Vice Chairman: Anthony Kennedy
Commissioner: Chris Schwartz Commissioner: Rocco J. LaMacchia, Sr.
Commissioner: Kevin E. Mathewson

Call to Order
Roll Call

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A-1. Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on September 10, 2012.

C. REFERRED TO COMMISSION

C-1. Request from Gateway Technical American Society of Interior Designers Club for 
usage of the Southport Beach House and full sponsorship on Friday, November 16, 
2012. (District 12)

C-2. Change Requests.

C-3. Proposed Resolution – To Request the Allocation of Funds for the Purpose of Saving 
and Renovation the Southport Beach House. 

C-4. Set time and date for 2013 Budget Review.

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:
1. Project Status Report
2. Southport Park Master Plan Public Information Meeting #1

DIRECTOR AND/OR SUPERINTENDENT COMMENTS

CITIZEN COMMENTS/COMMISSIONER COMMENTS/OTHER BUSINESS AS AUTHORIZED BY LAW

IF YOU ARE DISABLED AND NEED ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL 653-4052 BEFORE THIS MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MAY BE PRESENT AT THE MEETING, AND ALTHOUGH 

THIS MAY CONSTITUTE A QUORUM OF THE COMMON COUNCIL, THE COUNCIL WILL NOT TAKE ANY ACTION AT THIS MEETING.



BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS
Minutes of Meeting held Monday, September 10, 2012

A meeting of the Board of Parks Commissioners was held on Monday, September 10, 2012 in 
Room 204 of the Kenosha Municipal Building. The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by 
Chairman Orth. 

At roll call, the following members were present: Commissioners Schwartz, LaMacchia, and 
Kennedy. Commissioner Mathewson was excused. Staff members in attendance were Shelly
Billingsley, Director of Engineering and Jeff Warnock, Superintendent of Parks.

It was moved by Commissioner Kennedy, seconded by Commissioner Schwartz, to approve 
the minutes from the meeting held on Monday, August 27, 2012. Motion carried unanimously.

C-1. Change Requests. 
It was moved by Commissioner Kennedy, seconded by Commissioner LaMacchia, to 
receive and file. Motion carried unanimously.

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:
1. Project Status Report – Shelly Billingsley spoke.
2. Simmons Island Park Boardwalk/Access Development Grant – Shelly Billingsley 

spoke.
3. GLRI Grant for Simmons Island & Eichelman Beaches – Shelly Billingsley 

spoke.

SUPERINTENDENT COMMENTS: Jeff Warnock updated the Commission on having 
Handicap Accessibility at Tot Park.

CITIZEN COMMENTS: George Clark asked about the Southport Beach House Resolution. 
Tammy Conforti commented on the Port Washington Handicap Accessibility Park, a web 
page for information and donations and endorsements.

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS: Commissioner LaMacchia commented on the Port 
Washington Handicap Accessible Park and the Southport Beach House Resolution.

ADJOURNMENT - There being no further business to come before the Board of Parks 
Commissioners, it was moved, seconded and unanimously carried to adjourn at 5:15 pm.



C-1









C-2



RESOLUTION NO. ___________ 
 
Draft 7/27/12
8/13/12 - Addt'l sponsors and Ald. Bostrom's revisions
8/15/12-Michalski added as sponsor (removed 8/29) and revisions
8/16/12 – Gordon added &removed 
8/16/12 – Bostrom's revisions
8/29/12 – Bostrom's revision
9/04/12 – Kennedy revisons
9/05/12 – Bostrom’s revisions

Sponsor: Alderperson Steve G. Bostrom
Co-Sponsors: Alderperson David Bogdala

Alderperson G. John Ruffolo
Alderperson Kevin Mathewson
 Alderperson Anthony Kennedy

TO REQUEST THE ALLOCATION OF FUNDS FOR THE
PURPOSE OF SAVING AND RENOVATING  RENOVATION OF 
THE SOUTHPORT BEACH HOUSE 

WHEREAS,  The City of Kenosha has a rich history of advancing parks, recreation and 
environmental conservation efforts that enhance the quality of life for all people beginning with the 
formation of the Kenosha Park Association in 1906; and, 

WHEREAS, the Progressive Movement, which reached its zenith at the beginning of the 
twentieth century, emphasized the need for redemptive public spaces such as libraries, bathhouses and 
parks, and encouraged the social elite to work for the good of the deserving less fortunate; and, 

WHEREAS, Kenosha's social elite gifted a majority of the land for Kenosha's park system by 
1922 which culminated in the systematic development of park amenities in 1925 by City Planner 
Harland Bartholomew; and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Kenosha, with the support of President Franklin D. Roosevelt's Works 
Progress Administration (WPA) work relief funding, employed idled industrial workers for extensive 
park improvements including the construction of the Southport Beach House located in Southport 
Park 7825 1st Avenue, Kenosha, Kenosha County, beginning in 1936 and concluding in 1940; and, 

WHEREAS, the Southport Beach House was designed by architect Christian Borggren; and, 

WHEREAS, the WPA work relief funded park projects employed more than one thousand 
people at a cost of more than one million dollars each year; and, 

WHEREAS, the Southport Beach House included the use of recycled materials to reduce 
construction costs which in addition permitted city employed laborers to demolish condemned 
buildings and construct new structures; and, 

WHEREAS, the Southport Beach House exterior structure is an eclectic mix of popular 
architectural styles which include Tudor window details with Mediterranean arches on the east side of 
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the beach house together with Classical Revival architectural influences on the west wall manifested 
in both mass and symmetry; and, 

WHEREAS, the Southport Beach House interior features an incongruously modern Art Deco 
ballroom with abstract geometric ornamentation executed in paint, raised plaster, and aluminum 
banding applied to the walls and ceiling;   8/15/12-Michalski *** (deleted language still in)

WHEREAS, the Southport Beach House, due to its age and past use, is in disrepair and 
requires renovation to its exterior structure and interior design in order to rehabilitate and preserve its 
continued use by the citizens of the City of Kenosha and the County of Kenosha. 

WHEREAS, The Southport Beach House has served as a Community Center, Meeting 
Hall and Municipal Polling Location, it is beneficial to the Community to Seek additional uses to 
increase Community participation and revenue.  8/16/12 – Bostrom

WHEREAS the Southport Beach House is a treasure that anchors the Southport Park

WHEREAS the Board of Park Commission approved a task order for SAA Design Group to 
complete a master plan for Southport Park

Whereas the current condition of the Southport Beach House is a result of well intentioned but 
ruinous repairs and has been ravaged by the passage of time

Whereas stakeholder participation by the citizens of Kenosha will be vital for the proper 
restoration of Southport Beach House and the development of a meaningful Southport Park Master 
Plan

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that given the historical significance of the 
Southport Beach House, the City of Kenosha Common Council respectfully requests that City of 
Kenosha Administration allocate capital improvement funds over the next several years in the City's 
2013 Capital Improvement Plan for the property's renovation and rehabilitation reflective of the 
Southport Park Master Plan.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Southport Park Master Plan, approved by the 
City of Kenosha Parks Commission on August 27, 2012, shall be completed on our before 
December 31, 2012,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Kenosha Common Council respectfully 
requests the Mayor complete the Request for Proposals (RFP) for renovation and repair 
activites no later than March 1, 2013.  8/13/12 – Bostrom –   Moved back in  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the The Board of Park Commissioners on Monday 
August 27, 2012, approved a task order for SAA Design Group to complete a master plan study of 
Southport Park this year for $38,200. 8/29/12 – Bostrom

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Kenosha Common Council respectfully 
requests that the Kenosha County Board to consider allocating funds for the property's renovation and 
rehabilitation. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk/Treasurer is hereby directed to forward a 



copy of this Resolution to the Kenosha County Board District 2 Supervisor and Chairman of the 
Kenosha County Board Finance Committee.  8/13/12 - Bostrom

*** BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Kenosha Common Council respectfully 
requests that the Mayor investigate and pursue alternative sources of funding such as Federal 
Government Grants/Programs, State of Wisconsin Grants/Programs and private foundations to 
support the renovation and rehabilitation of the Southport Beach House. ***

(this paragraph is missing)   8/15/12-Michalski  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that City of Kenosha’s Parks Department, Administration and 
Common Council would cooperate to the establish a nine member citizens group named  Friends of 
the Southport Beach House. The Friend of the Southport Beach House mission would be to support 
the historical preservation, to ensure proper restoration, to implement a repurposing of the Southport 
Beach House, to focus awareness, to gather community support, to foster partnerships and to have a 
voice in the continuous increased utilization of this Lake Front Landmark.

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that of the nine members one would be the Alderperson of the 
District in which Southport Park is located and one is a Commissioner from the Board of Park 
Commissioners.  A liaison and support services provided by the City of Kenosha’s Parks Department, 
appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by Common Council.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Kenosha formally recognizes a Citizen 
Committee comprised of 7 City of Kenosha Residents appointed by the Alderman of District 12 
to seek and recommend additional uses for the Southport Beach House designed to enhance 
usage of the Southport Beach House and increase revenue generated by the Southport Beach 
House.    8/16/12 – Bostrom

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, all recommendations or plans will be submitted in 
writing to the Common Council for review and action to support the long term Capital 
Improvement Plan.  8/16/12 – Bostrom

Adopted this day of _______________, 2012. 

ATTEST:____________________________
City Clerk 

APPROVED:_________________________
Mayor 

 

Drafted By: 
Alderperson Steve G. Bostrom
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