Municipal Building
625 52nd Street — Room 204

August 29, 2013
5:30 p.m.

Kenosha Historic Preservation Commission
Agenda

Alderman Jan Michalski - Chairman and Merike Phillips - Vice-Chairperson,
Royanne Moon, Sue Dyke O'Day and William Siel

PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE IN MEETING TIME

Call to Order and Roll Call
Approval of Minutes from June 27, 2013

1. Certificate of Appropriateness for Old YMCA at 720 59th Place. (District #2) PUBLIC HEARING

2. Proposed Historical Artifact Listing - Faulkner Mosaic at 6501 Third Avenue. (District #2) PUBLIC
HEARING

3. Proposed Historical Artifact Listing - Mathew O'Neill Celtic Cross at 6604 7th Avenue. (District #3)
PUBLIC HEARING

Public Comments
Commissioner Comments

Staff Comments

Adjournment

Community Development & Inspections

625 52nd Street — Room 308 If you are disabled in need of assistance, please call 262.653.4030 at least 72 hours before this meeting.

Kenosha, W 53140

262.653.4030 phone / 262.653.4045 fax Notice is hereby given that a majority of the members of the Common Council may be present at the meeting.
www kenosha.org Although this may constitute a quorum of the Common Council, the Council will not take any action at this meeting.




HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Minutes
June 27, 2013

MEMBERS PRESENT: Merike Phillips, Alderman Jan Michalski, Royanne Moon,
and William Siel

EXCUSED: Sue Dyke O'Day

STAFF PRESENT: Mike Maki

Other present included: Frank Pacetti, City Administrator and Alderman Chris Schwartz
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Ms. Phillips and roll was taken.

A motion was made by Alderman Michalski and seconded by Mr. Siel to approve the
minutes of the June 4, 2013 meeting. The motion passed. (Ayes 4; Noes 0)

1. Election of Chairperson and Vice Chairperson
Public hearing opened.
A motion was made by Ms. Phillips and seconded by Mr. Siel to nominate Alderman
Michalski as the Chairman. Alderman Michalski agreed to the nomination to complete
the term of Don Jensen. The motion passed. (Ayes 4; Noes 0)

Public hearing closed.

Ms. Phillips kept the position of Vice-Chairman, so an election of Vice-Chairperson was
not necessary.

2. Proposed Historical Artifact Listing - Faulkner Mosaic at 6501 Third
Avenue. (District #2) PUBLIC HEARING

Public hearing opened.

Alderman Chris Schwartz, 402 56th Street, said she is very happy this mosaic was
being nominated for a historical artifact.

Public hearing closed.

Mike Maki, Community Development Specialist, said this piece was a suggestion by the
public. Staff did the research with some assistance of Kemper Center.

Ms. Phillips said she is on the Kemper Center Building and Grounds Committee and
they are researching on how to care for and restore mosaic.

Alderman Michalski agrees this mosaic should be listed as a historical artifact. Since
this wall is somewhat protected by the elements, there is not a big urgency to complete
any restoration. Hopefully listing as a Historical Artifact will increase the awareness of
this mosaic.
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Mr. Siel said he enjoyed reading the history of the project and the process of how this
mosaic was constructed. Mr. Siel suggested a plaque or write-up of this history be
posted near the mosaic.

Ms. Moon said she is a Kemper volunteer and it would help if all volunteers were
educated with this information. She agrees with Mr. Siel on the plague or possible a
brochure should be given out relating to the mosaic.

Alderman Michalski thanked Mr. Maki and Staff for the work done on the research and
suggested they work with the Kemper Center to get them the information.

A motion was made by Ms. Phillips and seconded by Mr. Siel to nominate the Faulkner
Mosaic as a Historical Artifact. The motion passed. (Ayes 4; Noes 0)

3. Discussion on Statue of Liberty in Civic Center Park at 900 57th Street.
(District #2) PUBLIC HEARING

Public hearing opened.

Frank Pacetti, City Administrator, 625 52nd Street, said they have taken Lady Liberty
from the Civic Center Park to research the the cost of restoration. They have
designated $20,000 in the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) and are hoping to do the
restoration for close to that amount. Mr. Pacetti said when they removed the statue,
they realized it s made of a copper sheeting, not bronze, and it is "paper thin". The Boy
Scouts donated the statue to the City many years ago. Bruce Bosman of Bosman
Monuments has documented the necessary repairs. Mr. Bosman suggested that after
restoration the statue should be kept inside to prevent further deterioration. Mr. Pacetti
is suggesting to fully restore the statue, but then keep it indoors rather than returning ti
to Civic Park. The Public Museum or the Civil War Museum are located that are being
considered for the statue.

Alderman Schwartz said when the statue was removed from the Civic Center, she
received calls from concerned constituents about the statue. When the topic of
restoration and the location of the statue was brought forward, Alderman Schwartz
contacted these people to get their opinion. The general consensus is to have the
statue restored and placed in a protected spot.

Public hearing closed.

Mr. Maki said the Statue of Liberty is designated as a historic structure within the Civic
Center Historic District, but the Ordinance defines a historic structure as a building. This
statue was mistakenly nominated as a historic structure. It could be nominated as a
Historical Artifact and be protected that way. At this time the Commission really has no
jurisdiction on a structure until it is a Historical Artifact.

Alderman Michalski said that his recent experience is that the term "structure" is
ambiguous enough that it could be a sign, a fence or a flagpole.

Mr. Siel said he likes the idea of keeping the statue inside rather than losing it to more
deterioration. In the museum more people may get a chance to see it and storing it
doesn't accomplish anything.

Ms. Phillips said she doesn't understand because 20 gauge copper is a durable material
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and the patina protects the copper. | don't understand why it is thin and fragile. Mr.
Pacetti said when the tried to lift the statue for removal, an area was "crushed" because
of the weakness. Ms. Phillips said it is noted there are dents, what are they from? Mr.
Pacetti said the entire crown is missing, we though possibly when they got heavy from
ice or snow they could have broke off and fell onto the statue. Mr. Pacetti said they are
not sure it the material is 100% copper or only part copper. Ms. Phillips asked if the
restoration would keep the patina. Mr. Pacetti said there is not much patina, may be due
to small amount of copper in the sheeting.

Mr. Siel asked if some of the color came from when the statue was spray painted by
vandals, could that have affected the copper?

Ms. Phillips said she likes having the statue kept indoors, but hates to lose the patina in
the restoration process. Mr. Pacetti said he will go with the recommendation of the
professional.

Mr. Maki said part of the problem is that we are located between two major cities,
Chicago and Milwaukee, and there is a lot of acid rain. Mr. Maki added that Mr. Bosman
is suggesting to paint the entire statue to hide weld joints that were done improperly.

Ms. Moon said she is unable to address any suggestions to the metal, but is hoping to
have the finished statue look authentic rather than like a new structure. Ms. Moon also
suggested to have a plaque or information on the structure placed at the structure so
people can relate and enjoy that information.

Ms. Phillips said it is important to investigate how to preserve the patina. Artists can
tough up some of the seams. It is important to keep the statue looking authentic. Ms.
Phillips suggested we don't rush into the restoration, but go easy and find a solution.

Alderman Michalski said we are suggesting to get more information on what process is
available for restoration. The Liberty statue leaving Civic Center Park creates an
opportunity for another sculpture to be located there. Maybe an organization would like
to do a fund raiser to purchase a new statue for that site, maybe George Washington.

A motion was made by Ms. Phillips and seconded by Mr. Siel to Receive and File the
information on the restoration. The motion passed. (Aye s4; Noes 0)

A motion was made by Ms. Phillips and seconded by Mr. Siel to explore other options
for the restoration.

Mr. Pacetti said we have explored other options, but were advised this restoration was
the best way to go forward. This metal does not behave or respond like true 100%
copper, so it cannot be restored that way.

Ms. Phillips said | don't see the point in making this statue look new.

Mr. Siel said you don't have to carry out an extravagant search, but review the options.
Mr. Pacetti said they will do more exploration, then make a decision and move forward.

The motion to explore other options passed. (Ayes 3; Noes 1) Alderman Michalski voted no

Mr. Siel asked what is the timeline for the restoration.

Historic Preservation June 27, 2013




Mr. Pacetti said he will forward these comments to Mr. Bosman and he will let us know if
there are any other options. Then we will take the advice of the expert.

Ms. Phillips asked if they could get photos of the statue. Mr. Pacetti said Mr. Bosman
has some photos.

Ms. Phillips asked how can we protect these structures that are not buildings. Mr. Maki
said if they are not buildings, they are not protected by the Ordinance. Mr. Maki said he
will work with Legal to create an Amendment for Chapter 15 to amend this language.

4. Discussion on Historical Artifacts. PUBLIC HEARING
Alderman Michalski asked the status of the Celtic Cross, which was previously
suggested. Mr. Maki said he has some information from the History Center and he may
have it ready for the July meeting. Mr. Maki still needs to work with Legal and the
Green Ridge Cemetery Board regarding permissions and authority.

Mr. Siel said Bruce Bosman is familiar with this cross and when it was installed at the
cemetery,

Ms. Phillips asked if the miniature Statue of Liberty should be listed as a Historical
Artifact. Mr. Maki yes, after the restoration and when we have a final location, we
should nominate it.

Ms. Phillips said she saw a cannon in the park on Washington Avenue in Racine that
looks like the cannon we are missing from the XX park, can you contact someone at
Racine to see if they borrowed it from us?

Ms. Phillips also suggested the Faulkner Mural information be sent to Kenosha News
and they could possibly do a picture to complete the story.

Public Comments
No public comments.
Commissioner Comments
No Commissioner comments.
Staff Comments
Mr. Maki said there is a possibility the Southport Beach House renovations will be ready
for the July meeting. Mr. Maki noted that three awards were given out at the May

Common Council meeting and we will continue to do this.

A motion was made by Mr. Siel and seconded by Ms. Phillips to adjourn the meeting.
The motion passed unanimously. (Ayes 4; Noes 0) The meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m.

Meeting Minutes Prepared by. Kay Schueffner, Community Development & Inspections
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Community Development Division | Kenosha Historic Preservation Commission
625 52nd Street - Room 308

Kenosha, Wl 53140
262.653.4030 FACT SHEET

August 29, 2013 Item 1

Certificate of Appropriateness for Old YMCA at 720 59th Place. (District #2) PUBLIC HEARING

PURPOSE:

Review of proposed installation of LTE Antenna onto building chimney.

HISTORIC DISTRICT:

Library Park Historic District
NOTIFICATIONS/PROCEDURES:
The alderman of the district, Alderman Schwartz, has been notified.

ANALYSIS:
» Section 15.10 of the Zoning Ordinance requires a Certificate of Appropriateness for any exterior

alteration, rehabilitation, reconstruction, or restoration of a Historic Structure that is not classified as an
exempt item.

v

US Cellular is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to install an additional LTE antenna (mobile
communication) onto the west elevation of the building's chimney, for a total of four (4) antennas.

» Currently, there are three (3) antennas on the buildings chimney and two (2) additional antennas on the
north elevation of the building. The antennas and a rooftop equipment shelter were approved by the
Commission in 2004,

The existing five (5) antennas were wrapped in a vinyl coating to match the color, texture and size of
the surrounding brick or limestone to help camouflage the antennas.

v

» The Commission previously approved four (4) camouflaged antenna on the chimney. However, the
fourth antenna was not installed at that time.

» The applicant is proposing to wrap the new antenna with the same camouflaging viny!.

» The project was reviewed in conformance with Section 15.10 D. of the Zoning Ordinance, pertaining to
Standards for Granting Certificate of Appropriateness. The project meets Standard 10, "New additions
exterior alterations, or related new construction do not destroy historic materials that characterize the
Historic District, structure or site."

RECOMMENDATION:

A recommendation is made to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness in conformance with Standard 10 of
Section 15.10 D. of the Zoning @xdinance.

T

Michael Maki, A.1.C.P.

fu2/acct/cpickays/1HIST PRES/2013/AUG29/fact-coa-ymca.odt
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Community Development Division | Kenosha Historic Preservation Commission
625 52nd Street - Room 308

Kenosha, WI 53140
262.653.4030 FACT SHEET
Proposed Historical Artifact Listing - Faulkner Mosaic at 6501 Third Avenue. (District #2) PUBLIC
HEARING

August 29, 2013 Item 2

HISTORIC DISTRICT:
N/A

NOTIFICATIONS/PROCEDURES:

The following people have been notified of the proposed Historical Artifact: Mayor Bosman, all Aldermen,
Police Chief, Fire Chief, Directors of Kenosha Public Museums, Public Works, Kenosha Water Utility and
Community Development & Inspections. The Kemper Center, the property owner, has also been notified of the
proposed listing. The Common Council is the final review authority.

ANALYSIS: ]
» Chapter 38 of the General Code of Ordinances established standards for listing historical artifacts on
the City's inventory of Historic Artifacts. Chapter 38 was adopted to provide for the identification,
protection, enhancement, perpetuation and use of artifacts that reflect special aspects of the City's

historical, architectural, cultural, or aesthetic heritage.

» The proposed historical artifact is required to be either a minimum of 50 years old, or associated with a
property that meets the criteria for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, State Register of
Historic Places or a City landmark. The historical artifact must also meet one or more of five (5)
additional items for designation.

The Faulkner Mosaic is associated with a property that meets the criteria for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places. Also, it was determined to be "An item that is identified with personages,
events or periods of history which personages, events or periods are significant to the community and
in its inherent historical nature provides the citizenry with educational or aesthetic enrichment."

Y

Additional information on the description of the Faulkner Mosaic and its significance is provided in the
attached Historical Artifact Determination.

A7

RECOMMENDATION:

A recommendation is made to forward the Faulkner Mosaic Determination to the Common Council for listing as
a historical artifact.

Michael Maki, A.LCP. J

fu2/acct/cp/ckays/THIST PRES/2013/AUG29/fact-artifact-faulknermosaic.odt




KENOSHA HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
HISTORICAL ARTIFACT DETERMINATION

ARTIFACT NAME/DESCRIPTION Faulkner Mosaic
ADDRESS 6501 Third Avenue, Kemper Center
CONSTRUCTION DATE 1962 - 1964
ARCHITECT/SCULPTOR/BUILDER Kady B. Faulkner

STANDARDS FOR DESIGNATION - MUST CHOOSE 1 OR MORE

1 Item is a local historical artifact that is at least 50 years old.

X |2 Item is associated with a property that meets the criteria for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places.

STANDARDS FOR DESIGNATION - MUST CHOOSE 1 OR MORE

X |3 |ltem exemplifies or reflects the cultural, archaeological, political, economic,
social, or religious history.

X |4 ltem is identified with personages, events, or periods of history which
personages, events, or periods are significant to the community.

5 Item embodies distinguishing characteristics of architecture, an architect,
architectural materials, craftsmanship, or works of nature.

X |6 |ltemisin its inherent historical nature provides the citizenry with educational or
aesthetic enrichment.

X |7 Check here if the historical artifact is located in a designated local, State, or
National Register property or district.

Level of Action For Listing No Listing Removal from
Listing
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & INSPECTIONS X
PUBLIC HEARING DATE: RECOMMENDATION DATE:
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
COMMON COUNCIL
DATE OF COUNCIL ACTION:

Faulkner Mosaic 1
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DESCRIPTION

The monumental Faulkner mosaic is located on an outside wall of the Faulkner Building, located
on the Kemper Center grounds. The mosaic measures 12 feet-high by 30 feet-long and is
almost hidden between two buildings, on a west-facing exterior wall of the Faulkner building.
The Faulkner Building, a former bakery building, was operated by resident nuns.

The mosaic was designed by 60-year-old Kady B. Faulkner in 1962, a longtime art teacher at
the then-girl's boarding school, and completed by her over the next two years, in 1964.
Hundreds of thousands of pieces of stones, clay tiles, glass, nails, tacks, pebbles and marbles
were gathered to create the mosaic. Many of the items were from the Lake Michigan beach.

The mosaic features three sections; the wine, the wheat or bread, and the ingredients of the
Host and Chalice. The story of altar bread is prominently displayed in the mosaic, of which the
nuns made in the bakery to support themselves. The blue that runs across the bottom is the
“River of Life”; the workers for saving of Christ's Kingdom; wheat fields in various stages, before
planting, early growth, completed growth and the harvested fields. On the North end: the wine
industry and much of the same symbolism carries through this portion. Along top and on the
pilasters are the signs and symbols of the church.

Sections of the drawing were laid on the floor in the music room of the Nash House, the home
located farthest north before Eichelman Park, which belonged to the school at that time. The
pieces were all arranged on the drawing. Faulkner gathered numerous cans of varying sizes;
labeled them, and put all of the pieces in the right cans. This took many nights, Sundays and
any other free time, during the first winter. As soon as the school year ended in June, the
actual work of putting the wall together began. In the afternoons the base was mixed and sifted
together, which consisted of eight parts of Portland cement, one part marble dust and one part
lime. This was put into ten pound bags to be convenient for work in the morning, which began
at 6 am and continued to 11 am when the sun made the work impossible. The work had to go
from the bottom up. In order to reach higher sections of the mosaic, Faulkner installed a plank
between two ladders.

The wheat side was completed in the first summer. By the third summer, all of the pilasters
around the building were completed, then all of the walls scrubbed down with sulphuric acid,
and then washed with soap and water.

SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 1957, the Faulkner Building is a one story structure that was constructed to make altar
breads. After Kemper Hall closed, the building was renamed The Kady B. Faulkner Building for
the longtime art teacher.

The Sisters of St. Mary, the Episcopalian order that operated Kemper Hall, produced
communion wafers to raise funds for the order. Christian churches from many different
denominations purchased the wafers, and business was so good that the sisters paid out as
much as $200 on any given day in postal fees to ship their product. Soon orders were coming
in from all over the world, and the nuns got help from the students at the school to keep up with
the orders.

Katherine (Kady) Burnap Faulkner was an exceedingly talented artist. She was born in
Syracuse, New York in 1901. She graduated with a Master of Fine Arts from Syracuse
University and attended the Art Students League & Grand Central School of Art in New York.
From 1930 to 1950, she taught painting & drawing at the University at Lincoln, Nebraska. She
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was selected by the Treasury Department's Section of Painting and Sculpture in Washington
(WPA) to paint a mural for the newly built post office in Valentine, Nebraska. Her art exists in
collections in different Universities and Art Galleries. Her dream was to develop an art center
for the community of Kenosha. Upon her death she was named honorary member of the
Kenosha Art Association. A scholarship was established by the Greater Kenosha Arts Council,
and later the Kemper Art Center was established. She died at the age of 75 in 1977.

“‘While this took a lot of time, it was a lot of fun to do. Before this time | had done a number of
murals in churches, schools and a post office, but this is the first time | did an outdoor one using
different types of material. It was really exciting.” Signed Kady Faulkner

Faulkner Mosaic 4



Community Development Division | Kenosha Historic Preservation Commission
625 52nd Street - Room 308 August 29, 2013 ltem 3

Kenosha, Wi 53140

262.653.4030 FACT SHEET
Proposed Historical Artifact Listing - Mathew O'Neill Celtic Cross at 6604 7th Avenue. (District #3)
PUBLIC HEARING

HISTORIC DISTRICT:
N/A
NOTIFICATIONS/PROCEDURES:

The following people have been notified of the proposed Historical Artifact: Mayor Bosman, all Aldermen,
Police Chief, Fire Chief, Directors of Kenosha Public Museums, Public Works, Kenosha Water Utility and
Community Development & Inspections. Green Ridge Cemetery, the property owner, has also been notified of
the proposed listing. The Common Council is the final review authority.

ANALYSIS:

» Chapter 38 of the General Code of Ordinances established standards for listing historical artifacts on
the City's inventory of Historic Artifacts. Chapter 38 was adopted to provide for the identification,
protection, enhancement, perpetuation and use of artifacts that reflect special aspects of the City's
historical, architectural, cultural, or aesthetic heritage.

» The proposed historical artifact is required to be either a minimum of 50 years old, or associated with a
property that meets the criteria for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, State Register of
Historic Places or a City landmark. The historical artifact must also meet one or more of five (5)
additional items for designation.

The O'Neill Celtic Cross was determined to be at least 50 years old, having been constructed in 1906.

Y

It was also determined to be "an item that embodies distinguishing characteristics of architecture an
architect, architectural materials, craftsmanship or works of nature" and "is in its inherent historical
nature provides the citizenry and educational or aesthetic enrichment".

b7

» Additional information on the description of the O'Neill Celtic Cross and its significance is provided in
the attached Historical Artifact Determination.

RECOMMENDATION:

A recommendation is made to forward the O'Neill Celtic Cross determination to the Common Council for listing

as a historical artifact.

Michael Mak| Al c‘F* /

fu2/acct/cp/ckays/1HIST PRES/2013/AUG29/fact-artifact-oneillcross.odt




KENOSHA HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
HISTORICAL ARTIFACT DETERMINATION

ARTIFACT NAME/DESCRIPTION Mathew O'Neill Celtic Cross
ADDRESS Green Ridge Cemetery at 6604 7th Avenue
CONSTRUCTION DATE 1906
ARCHITECT/SCULPTOR/BUILDER Unknown

STANDARDS FOR DESIGNATION - MUST CHOOSE 1 OR MORE

X Item is a local historical artifact that is at least 50 years old.

2 |ltem is associated with a property that meets the criteria for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places.

STANDARDS FOR DESIGNATION - MUST CHOOSE 1 ORMORE

3 Item exemplifies or reflects the cultural, archaeological, political, economic,
social, or religious history.

4 Item is identified with personages, events, or periods of history which
personages, events, or periods are significant to the community.

X |5 Item embodies distinguishing characteristics of architecture, an architect,
architectural materials, craftsmanship, or works of nature.

X |6 ltem is in its inherent historical nature provides the citizenry with educational or
aesthetic enrichment.

T Check here if the historical artifact is located in a designated local, State, or
National Register property or district.

Level of Action For Listing No Listing Removal from
Listing
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & INSPECTIONS X
PUBLIC HEARING DATE: 8/29/13 RECOMMENDATION DATE:
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
COMMON COUNCIL :
DATE OF COUNCIL ACTION:

O'Neill Celtic Cross 1



DESCRIPTION

O'Neill Celtic Cross 2
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The Matthew O'Neill Celtic Cross, located in Green Ridge Cemetery, stands twenty (20') feet in
height on a five (5') foot base of Vermont gray granite. It was quarried and carved in Barre,
Vermont and shipped to Kenosha on a flatcar, then transferred to long drays with low wheels.

Erected in 1906, the monument reflects the Christian faith and O'Neill's Irish birth. The cost of
the cross in 1906 was $35,000.00. It was considered so superb a piece of workmanship that it
was once photographed in color for the cover of an issue of Monumental News Review.

The upper third of the cross is a true Celtic design. Interlaced straps or ribbons make
curvaceous patterns surrounding five bosses on each side, one at the crossing and one on each
arm of the cross. On the top of the cross and on the wheel between each of the cross arms are
the initials M N with the O interlinking them together. The wheel, symbol of eternity, circles the
arms of the cross, connecting and reinforcing them. The letters and interlacing are not incised
but raised and rounded — a different process requiring unusual skill.

Engraved on one side of the cross, it states “Matthew O'Neill Born at Drumbirn County
Monaghan Ireland, April 5, 1823, Died at Buffalo, N.Y. May 18, 1902". Engraved on the
opposite side is a verse from 1 Corinthians 15:58: “Be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the
Lord.” The base states the O'Neill name. It is said to be the tallest monument located in the
cemetery.

Surrounding the base on each corner are stone markers with the O'Neill name. In front of the
side which states his birth and death is another marker with the O'Neill name.

SIGNIFICANCE:

According to the family history, the O'Neills were descended from early kings of Ireland, daring
12th century patriots and heroes of the time of Cronwell in England. Charles O'Neill, the older
brother of Matthew, emigrated to Quebec, Canada and eventually settled in Kenosha. Matthew,
his brother Charles, Charles wife Elizabeth and two of Charles' children, Elizabeth Mary and
John Charles are all buried around the Celtic Cross. The history of Charles and his family is
also significant due to the proximity of their burials to the Celtic Cross.

Matthew O'Neill was born at Drumbirn, County Monaghan in Ulster Ireland on April 5, 1823.
He came to North America at the age of 4, in 1827 with his parents. For many years, he was a
schooner captain on the Great Lakes. At the time of his death he was single and retired and
was living in Buffalo, New York. His cause of death was noted as senility. While not a resident
of Kenosha, he was buried In Green Ridge Cemetery on May 22, 1902 since his brother
Charles lived here and also because Kenosha was his favorite port while a schooner captain.
His last will called for a 20 ft. granite Celtic cross monument.

Charles O'Neill was Matthew's older brother and was born in Ireland. Charles emigrated to
Quebec, Canada in 1833 with his wife Elizabeth. The family then moved to New York State in
1837, and finally to Southport, later to be renamed Kenosha in 1842. Charles was involved in
local Whig politics, supporting Zachary Taylor for US president in 1848. For his support, Charles
was appointed Southport lighthouse keeper, 1849-1853. After that, the family lived on a farm in
rural Somers Township, until 1861, when President Abraham Lincoln reappointed him lighthouse
keeper. He again was replaced in 1865. Following the last appointment of lighthouse keeper, the
family operated a farm in Pleasant Prairie, another adjoining town.
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In old age, Charles and his wife, Elizabeth, lived in Kenosha with their daughter Elizabeth Mary
and her husband, Orla Calkins. Charles accidentally drowned in Lake Michigan, near his
daughter's home in 1875.

Elizabeth (Douglas) O'Neill was Charles' wife and was born in 1803. She died February
18,1896.

James Richard O'Neill was born in 1833 in Ireland. He was the first of three children, and was
the oldest son of Charles and Elizabeth. When James was only four months old, his parents
sailed for the United States aboard the 343-ton schooner Rhode Island, arriving at the port of
New York on July 8, 1833. He was a “special artist” for the Frank Leslie Publishing Co, and was
murdered at Baxter Springs in 1863. He is buried in Baxter Springs, Kansas. His mother and
sister in the late 1870Q's erected a family monument in Green Ridge Cemetery. The monument
lists his name, even though he lies in another grave 530 miles to the southwest.

Elizabeth Mary O'Neill, the daughter of Charles, was born in Quebec, Canada on August 28,
1835. She married Orla M. Calkins on June 1, 1874, until he passed in 1909. She then
married Colonel Webster Porter Moore. She was very active and prominent in musical and
social circles of the City and was one of Kenosha's most highly esteemed residents. She died
in 1919.

John Charles O'Neill, son of Charles, was born in New York State in 1838. In his adulthood,
he spent several years abroad. He died in Salt Lake City at the age of 39 on November 26,
1877.

O'Neill Celtic Cross 5
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