
AGENDA
PUBLIC SAFETY & WELFARE COMMITTEE MEETING

Kenosha Municipal Building - Room 204
Monday, August 26, 2013 - 5:00 pm

Chairman: Rocco J. LaMacchia, Sr Vice Chairman: Chris Schwartz
Alderperson: Anthony Kennedy Alderperson: Michael J. Orth
Alderperson: Kevin E. Mathewson 

Call to Order
Roll Call

Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on August 12, 2013.

1. Aldermanic request for Stop Signs at 19th Avenue and 45th Street Intersection. (District 6) (Staff  
recommends approval for a 90-day trial)

2. Aldermanic request for Stop Signs at 19th Avenue and 37th Street Intersection. (District 6) (Staff  
recommends approval for a 90-day trial)

3. Aldermanic Request for a No Left Turn sign into Nash Elementary School  between the hours  of 
7am - 9am and 2pm – 4pm on school days. (District 17) (Staff recommends approval for a 90-day  
trial)

4. Correction of previous trial to replace the Northbound and Southbound Yield Signs with Stop Signs 
at the following intersections: (District 12) (from the August 12, 2013 meeting)

a.) 79th Street and 15th Avenue
b.) 79th Street and 16th Avenue                        

5. Approve correction of previous trial to replace Westbound and Eastbound Yield Signs with Stop 
Signs at 79th Street and 15th Avenue and 79th Street and 16th Avenue. (District 12) (from the 
November 26, 2013 meeting)

6. By the Mayor - To Amend Subsection 9.07 A. to Establish a Retaining Wall Application Fee, to 
Amend Subsection 9.07 B. and to Require Payment for Permit Fees at the time of Application, and 
Repeal and Recreate Section 9.26 (of the Code of General Ordinances) Regarding the Application 
for a Retaining Wall Permit. (Referred from Council on 8/19/13)

7. Resolution by Alderperson Kevin E. Mathewson, Co-Sponsor Alderperson G. John Ruffolo - To 
Authorize the City Administrator to Enter the City of Kenosha in the 2013-2014 Earth Hour City 
Challenge. (Referred from Council on 8/19/13) (Also referred to Public Works)

8. Purchase Agreement with Sutphen Corporation for the purchase of two pumper trucks for the 
Kenosha Fire Department. (Referred from Council on 8/19/13) (Also referred to Finance Committee)

DISCUSSION ITEM:
1. Permit Procedures and Application Process Update

CITIZEN COMMENTS/ALDERMEN COMMENTS/OTHER BUSINESS AS AUTHORIZED BY LAW

IF YOU ARE DISABLED AND NEED ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL 653-4050 BEFORE THIS MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MAY BE PRESENT AT THE MEETING, AND ALTHOUGH THIS MAY CONSTITUTE A 

QUORUM OF THE COMMON COUNCIL, THE COUNCIL WILL NOT TAKE ANY ACTION AT THIS MEETING.



PUBLIC SAFETY & WELFARE COMMITTEE
Minutes of Meeting held Monday, August 12, 2013

A meeting of the Public Safety & Welfare Committee was held on Monday, August 12, 2013 in Room 204 
of the Kenosha Municipal Building. The meeting was called to order at 8:50 pm by Chairman LaMacchia. 

At roll call, the following members were present: Alderpersons Schwartz, Kennedy, and Mathewson. 
Alderperson Orth was excused. Staff members in attendance were Michael Lemens, Director of Public
Works; Shelly Billingsley, deputy Director of Public Works/City Engineer; Police Chief John Morrissey;
Deputy Police Chief Dan Miskinis; Police Captain Thomas Hansche; Deputy Fire Chief John Poltrock;
Alderperson G. John Ruffolo; Alderperson David Bogdala and Alderperson Scott Gordon.

It was moved by Alderperson Kennedy, seconded by Alderperson Schwartz, to approve the minutes from 
the meeting held on Monday, July 29, 2013. Motion carried unanimously.

1. Previous trial for the Removal of “2-Hour Parking 6:00am-7:00pm Daily” Signs from the West Side of 
18th Avenue between 61st Street and 63rd Street. (District 3) (Staff recommends approval)
Staff/Alderperson: Shelly Billingsley spoke.
It was moved by Alderperson Kennedy, seconded by Alderperson Schwartz, to approve. Motion 
carried unanimously.

2. Previous trial to Relocate No Parking Signs from the West Side to the East Side of 42nd Avenue 5200 
Block. (District 11) (Staff recommends approval)

    Staff/Alderperson: Shelly Billingsley spoke.
It was moved by Alderperson Schwartz, seconded by Alderperson Mathewson, to approve. Motion 
carried unanimously.

3. Previous trial to replace the Northbound and Southbound Yield Signs with Stop Signs at the 
following intersections:
a.) 79th Street and 15th Avenue
b.) 79th Street and 16th Avenue
(District 12) (Staff recommends approval)
Staff/Alderperson: Shelly Billingsley spoke.
It was moved by Alderperson Schwartz, seconded by Alderperson Kennedy, to approve. Motion 
carried unanimously.

4. Resolution by Alderpersons David F. Bogdala and G. John Ruffolo - To Amend the City of Kenosha 
Capital Improvement Program for 2013 by Decreasing FI-13-003 “Fire Administration Office” in the 
Amount of $300,000 and to Increase Capital Improvement Line Item IN-93-00 2 “Resurfacing” in the 
Amount of $300,000 for a Net Change of $0. (Also referred to Public Works & Finance) (Referred 
from Council on 8/5/13)
Staff/Alderperson: Alderpersons David Bogdala and G. John Ruffolo spoke. Deputy Fire Chief 
Poltrock and Michael Lemens answered questions.
It was moved by Alderperson Kennedy, seconded by Alderperson Schwartz, to deny. Motion carried 
3-1 (with Alderperson Mathewson voting nay).

5. Resolution by Alderman David F. Bogdala - To Amend the City of Kenosha Capital Improvement 
Program for 2013 by Decreasing OT-96-001 “Equipment - Mini Van” in the Amount of $13,100 and 
to Create Capital Improvement Line Item OT-13-004 “School Zone – Signage” in the Amount of 
$13,100 for a Net Change of $0. (Also referred to Finance) (Referred from Council on 8/5/13)   

      Staff/Alderperson: Alderperson David Bogdala spoke.
Chairman LaMacchia passed the gavel and asked questions. Alderperson David Bogdala and Police 
Chief Morrissey answered questions and spoke. 
It was moved by Alderperson Kennedy, seconded by Alderperson Mathewson, to open up to a public 
hearing. Motion carried unanimously. 



Public Hearing: Gary Kunich, Alderperson Scott Gordon, Doug Willems, Tom Riley and Alderperson 
G. John Ruffolo spoke. 
Chairman LaMacchia closed public comments. Alderperson Mathewson asked questions. Shelly 
Billingsley, Alderperson David Bogdala and Police Chief Morrissey answered. 
 It was moved by Alderperson Kennedy to approve with a financial note to get more money to 
implement more. Motion failed due to lack of a second. It was moved by Alderperson Mathewson, 
seconded by Alderperson Schwartz to approve. Motion carried unanimously. 

CITIZEN COMMENTS: Doug Willems commented that as an observation of his, he has seen Police 
Officers talking and texting on the phone while driving during work. Gary Kunich said he has also observed 
Police Officers on the phone while driving. He has also offered to help by telling his story to officers, 
schools, etc. Alderperson David Bodgala thanked Gary Kunich for being here and commented on item #5. 

ALDERPERSON COMMENTS: Alderperson Mathewson asked Police Chief Morrissey to see if the Police 
Department could look in to getting automated equipment for tickets. Police Chief Morrissey responded 
that all cars and motorcycles are already so-equipped. Alderperson Kennedy commented that he is going 
to try again at Council to get more money for item #5. He would like a financial note by Mondays Council 
Meeting. Alderperson Mathewson asked if we can get a financial report in two weeks. Michael Lemens 
answered. 

ADJOURNMENT - There being no further business to come before the Public Safety & Welfare 
Committee, it was moved, seconded and unanimously carried to adjourn at 9:57 pm.
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RESOLUTION  _______

SPONSOR: ALDERPERSON KEVIN E. MATHEWSON
                                    CO-SPONSOR: ALDERPERSON G. JOHN RUFFOLO

TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO ENTER 
THE CITY OF KENOSHA IN THE 2013-2014 EARTH HOUR 
CITY CHALLENGE

WHEREAS, the world is currently in a state of rapid urbanization, such that cities 
already account for over 70% of the world’s fossil fuel related CO2 emissions; and

WHEREAS, the 2013-2014 Earth Hour City Challenge (“Challenge”) is a year-long 
competition with registration ending on October 13, 2013, held by the World Wildlife Fund, Inc. 
(WWF) among cities to promote renewable energy and prepare for climate change; and 

WHEREAS, the Challenge is an initiative designed by WWF to mobilize action and 
support from cities in the global transition towards a climate friendly, one-planet future, and to 
stimulate the development and dissemination of best practices for climate mitigation and 
adaptation; and

WHEREAS, United States cities that participate are recognized for their efforts in 
spreading the global movement to create more sustainable, resilient cities and compete for the title 
of U.S. Earth Hour Capital as well as grants from WWF; and

WHEREAS, the Challenge allows participating cities to demonstrate their 
sustainability accomplishments and achievements; and

WHEREAS, participation in the Challenge allows a community such as the City to 
learn from other cities, causing further consideration of creative solutions with respect to climate 
action; and

WHEREAS, participation in the Challenge allows a community such as the City to 
be connected to a global movement with an understanding of the context within which it does its 
work; and

WHEREAS, 2012 participants in the annual challenge include such geographically 
diverse cities such as:  the City of San Francisco, CA; the City of Knoxville, TN; the City of 
Richmond, VA; the City of Chicago, IL; and the City of Cleveland, OH; and

WHEREAS, participation in the Challenge has the potential to increase awareness 
of the City of Kenosha's commitment to environmental concerns among state and national policy 
makers; and 

WHEREAS, to participate in the Challenge, cities must report at least one 
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commitment to quantifiably reduce greenhouse gas emissions, expand renewable energy, or 
increase energy efficiency and one action undertaken or planned to meet those commitments; and

WHEREAS, registration for the Challenge is through the carbonn Cities Climate 
Registry (cCCR) that is published by ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability utilizing the 
Bonn Center for Local Action and Reporting (carbonn); and

WHEREAS, participation in the Challenge is free of entry charge and imposes upon 
the City no obligation to take any action or expend any money beyond what the Common Council 
deems appropriate; and 

WHEREAS, WWF will award three (3) grants of $30,000 in March 2014 to United 
States cities in support of efforts to expand renewable energy in their communities.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Common Council for the City 
of Kenosha does hereby authorize and direct the City Administrator to take steps to enroll the City 
of Kenosha in the World Wildlife Fund, Inc.'s 2013-2014 Earth Hour City Challenge, including, 
but not limited to, completing the WWF's interest form, setting up a profile at the carbonn Cities 
Climate Registry, and entering the City's climate and sustainability plans and projects into carbonn.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that City staff is encouraged to bring to the attention 
of the Common Council any actions that the Common Council could take to make the City of 
Kenosha more competitive in accomplishing the goals of the Earth Hour City Challenge.

Adopted this             day of                          , 2013.

ATTEST: __________________________
Debra Salas, City Clerk/Treasurer

APPROVED: _________________________                
Keith G. Bosman, Mayor  

Drafted By:
EDWARD R. ANTARAMIAN
City Attorney
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