
Agenda
Historic Preservation Commission Meeting

Municipal Building, 625 52nd Street - Room 204
Thursday, April 28, 2016

5:00 pm

Alderperson Jan Michalski, Chairperson
Commissioner William Siel, Vice-Chairperson Commissioner Chris Naumann
Commissioner Peter Johnson Commissioner Sue O'Day
Commissioner Royanne Moon Commissioner Merike Phillips

Call to Order
Roll Call
Citizens Comments

Approval of the Minutes from the meeting held February 25, 2016

1. Certificate of Appropriateness for Kenosha Light Station at 5117 4th Avenue.  (District 2)  PUBLIC 
HEARING

2. Certificate of Appropriateness review requirements for City-owned Historic Structures and Sites.

Commissioner Comments

IF YOU ARE DISABLED AND NEED ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL 653-4030 BY NOON

OF THIS MEETING DATE TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR REASONABLE ON-SITE ACCOMMODATIONS.
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Minutes

February 25, 2016

MEMBERS PRESENT: Alderperson Jan Michalski, William Siel, Peter Shaw 
Johnson, Royanne Moon, Christopher Naumann, Sue 
Dyke O'Day, and Merike Phillips

STAFF PRESENT: PaPhouala Vang

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by Alderperson Michalski, roll call was 
taken. 

Citizens Comments - No comments.

A motion was made by Mr. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Naumann to approve the 
minutes of the January 28, 2016 meeting.  The motion passed.  (Ayes 7, Noes 0)

1. Certificate of Appropriateness for exterior alterations to 920 61st Street.  
(District 2)  PUBLIC HEARING

Public hearing opened.

James Twomey, 920 61st Street, applicant, said this jump platform is in response to a 
request from a tenant.

Public hearing closed.

Mr. Siel asked what the platform would be used for.  Mr. Twomey said it will not be used,
it is in case of emergency only.

Mr. Naumann said this is not a code issue, correct?  Mr. Twomey said correct.

Ms. Moon asked how practical is this?  Mr. Twomey said most jump platforms are never 
used.  There are others on the building he has changed into a deck.  Ms. Moon asked 
about the adjacent platform.  Mr. Twomey said that is a different apartment.

Mr. Naumann asked if they will be cutting a door in.  Mr. Twomey said no, no cutting.

Ms. Phillips said this is hard to get to and does not serve a function.  Mr. Twomey said 
he is just responding to a request from a long time tenant to make her feel safe - it is not
a practical thing.  Ms. Phillips said she already has access to a different jump platform 
or the stairs.  Mr. Twomey said correct.

Mr. Johnson asked how many rentals are in the building.  Mr. Twomey said seven (7) 
residential and four (4) commercial.  Mr. Johnson said you currently have three (3) of 
these platforms or decks and looking to do the fourth (4th).  Mr. Twomey said yes.  Mr. 
Johnson said and two (2) interior stairwells.  Mr. Twomey confirmed.

Ms. Phillips asked if this could be removable when the current tenant moves out.  Mr. 
Twomey said yes, the contractor said it is temporary.  Mr. Phillips said this seems quite 
deep, it could be more shallow.  Mr. Twomey said that deep to stay uniform with the 
other platforms.
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Mr. Naumann said he has concerns with the anchors and wants to make sure the 
anchors don't compromise the masonry.

Alderperson Michalski said he would like to maintain the historic integrity of the building.

Ms. Moon asked if the existing platforms are for people to use.  Mr. Twomey said yes, 
but this one is limited use.

Ms. Phillips said we should make sure the applicant understands that at no future date 
will the window be changed to a door; and that the earliest possible date the platform 
should be removed.  (The window change-out would be under a separate review and 
doesn't apply at this time.)

A motion was made by Ms. Moon and seconded by Mr. Naumann to approve the 
installation of the jump platform as recommended by the Commission:  with the 
understanding that the platform be removed at the first opportunity and the structural 
bracing not be put into the masonry.  The motion passed.  (Ayes 7, Noes 0)

Commissioner's Comments

Alderperson Michalski requested that Staff member Pa Phouala Vang draft a letter to be
placed on the next meeting agenda.  The letter would be addressed to appropriate 
department heads to request that any interior or exterior changes to Historic buildings 
owned by the City be discussed with this Commission prior to any work being 
completed.

Mr. Johnson requested not to receive a paper copy of the meeting packet, unless the 
materials contained documents that were larger than 8 1/2" x 11" in size.

A motion was made by Mr. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Naumann to adjourn.  The 
motion passed.  (Ayes 7, Noes 0)

The meeting adjourned at 5:26 pm.

Meeting Minutes Prepared by:  Kay Schueffner, Community Development & Inspections
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