
AGENDA
PUBLIC SAFETY & WELFARE COMMITTEE MEETING

Kenosha Municipal Building - Room 204
Monday, March 11, 2013 - 5:00 pm

Chairman: Rocco J. LaMacchia, Sr Vice Chairman: Chris Schwartz
Alderperson: Anthony Kennedy Alderperson: Michael J. Orth
Alderperson: Kevin E. Mathewson 

Call to Order
Roll Call

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A-1 Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on February 25, 2013.

C. REFERRED TO COMMITTEE

C-1 Proposed Ordinance by the Mayor - To Repeal Subparagraph 1.03 A.27 (of the Code 
of General Ordinances) Regarding the Legislative Report as an item for the Common 
Council Agenda and to Renumber the Subsequent Subpargraphs; to Repeal and 
Recreate the Second Paragraph of Section 1.056 (of the Code of General 
Ordinances), Which is Entitled “Eligibility for Appointment to City Boards, 
Commissions, Authorities and Committees”; and to Repeal Section 1.06 P. (of the 
Code of General Ordinances) Entitled “Legislative Commission”. (Referral on the 
2/18/13 Common Council) (Finance-Ayes 4:Noes 0, PW-Deferred, L/P-Ayes 4:Noes 0)

C-2 Proposed Resolution By the Mayor – To Rescind Resolution 140-08 Regarding the 
Creation of the Technology Committee (Referral on the 3/4/12 Common Council) (Also 
referred to Finance, Public Works and Licensing/Permit)

DISCUSSION ITEMS:
1. Presentation on Proposed Sign Ordinance

CITIZEN COMMENTS/ALDERMEN COMMENTS/OTHER BUSINESS AS AUTHORIZED BY LAW

IF YOU ARE DISABLED AND NEED ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL 653-4050 BEFORE THIS MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MAY BE PRESENT AT THE MEETING, AND ALTHOUGH 

THIS MAY CONSTITUTE A QUORUM OF THE COMMON COUNCIL, THE COUNCIL WILL NOT TAKE ANY ACTION AT THIS MEETING.



PUBLIC SAFETY & WELFARE COMMITTEE
Minutes of Meting held on Monday, February 25, 2013

A meeting of the Public Safety & Welfare Committee was held on Monday, February 25, 2013 in 
Room 204  of  the  Kenosha  Municipal  Building.  The meeting  was called  to  order  at  5:46  pm by 
Chairman LaMacchia.

At roll call, the following members were present: Aldermen Schwartz, Orth, and Kennedy.  Alderman 
Mathewson was excused. Staff  members in attendance were Michael Lemens, Director of  Public 
Works; Shelly Billingsely, Deputy Director of Public Works/City Engineer; Clement Abongwa, Traffic 
Engineer; Steve Stanczak, Director of Human Resources; Deputy Police Chief Dan Miskinis; and Fire  
Chief John Thomsen.

It was moved by Alderman Kennedy, seconded by Alderman Schwartz, to approve the minutes from 
the meeting held on Monday, February 11, 2013. Motion passed unanimously.

C-1 Aldermanic Request to Remove No Parking from 8:00am to 5:00pm except Holidays Signs on 
31st Avenue between 79th Street and 80th Street. (District 13) (Staff recommends a 90-day trial)
Staff/Alderperson: Clement Abongwa spoke.
It  was  moved  by  Alderman  Schwartz,  seconded  by  Alderman  Orth  to  approve  trial.   
Motion passed unanimously.

C-2 Previous trial for No Parking Signs at the following intersections:
• 91st Ave & 63rd St
• 91st Ave & 61st St 
(District 17) (Staff recommends removal)
Staff/Alderperson: Clement Abongwa spoke.
It  was  moved  by  Alderman  Orth,  seconded  by  Alderman  Schwartz  to  approve  staff  
recommendation to remove. Motion passed unanimously.

C-3 Previous trial for a Speed Limit Change from 40mph to 35mph within the City of  Kenosha's  
jurisdiction at 18th Street and 39th Avenue (District 4) (Staff recommends approval)
Staff/Alderperson: Clement Abongwa spoke.
It  was  moved  by  Alderman  Kennedy,  seconded  by  Alderman  Schwartz  to  approve  staff  
recommendation. Motion passed unanimously.

C-4 Previous trial to designate two (2) on Street Handicapped Parking Space on the North side of 
35th Street East of Sheridan Rd. (District 1) (Staff recommends approval)
Staff/Alderperson:  Clement Abongwa spoke.
It  was  moved  by  Alderman  Orth,  seconded  by  Alderman  Kennedy  to  approve  staff  
recommendation. Motion passed unanimously.

C-5 Previous trial for No Parking except School Vehicles Sign and a No Parking, Stopping or  
Standing on School Days Sign in front of the west side of Walter Reuther Central High School . 
(District 2) (Staff recommends approval)
Staff/Alderperson: Clement Abongwa spoke.
It  was  moved  by  Alderman  Schwartz,  seconded  by  Alderman  Orth  to  approve  staff  
recommendation.  Motion carried unanimously.



C-6 Proposed Ordinance by Alderperson Chris Schwartz - To Create Sections 3.15 C. 18 and C.  
19, to Amend Table 4.01 Group 2 “Business Conditional Uses” and to Create Sections 4.06 B. 
24 and B. 25 (of the Zoning Ordinance) to Include Body-Piercing and Tattoo Establishments. 
(Also referred to City Plan)
Public  hearing:   Terry  Rose,  7608  3rd Avenue;  Kelly  LeBerecht,  4626  8th Avenue;  and  
Jennifer Parise, 7506 22nd Avenue, spoke.
It was moved by Alderman Schwartz, seconded by Alderman Orth to approve. Motion carried 
unanimously.

C-7 Proposed Resolution by the Mayor - To Modify the Table of Organization for the Kenosha Fire  
Department  and  to  Modify  the  Compensation  Plan  for  Non-represented  Managerial,  
Supervisory and Professional Employees. (Also referred to Finance)
Staff:  John Thomsen and Steve Stanczak spoke.
It was moved by Alderman Orth, seconded by Alderman Schwartz to approve. Motion carried 
unanimously.

C-8 Proposed Resolution by the Mayor - To Amend the Table of Organization for the Kenosha  
Police Department. (Also referred to Finance)
Staff:  Dan Miskinis spoke.
It was moved by Alderman Orth, seconded by Alderman Kennedy to approve. Motion carried 
unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT:   There being no further  business to  come before the Public  Safety  & Welfare 
Committee, it was moved, seconded and unanimously carried to adjourn at 6:37pm.



ORDINANCE NO.                       

SPONSOR: THE MAYOR 

TO REPEAL SUBPARAGRAPH 1.03 A.27 OF THE CODE OF GENERAL 
ORDINANCES REGARDING THE LEGISLATIVE REPORT AS AN ITEM 
FOR THE COMMON COUNCIL AGENDA AND TO RENUMBER THE 
SUBSEQUENT SUBPARAGRAPHS; TO REPEAL AND RECREATE THE 
SECOND PARAGRAPH OF SECTION 1.056 OF THE CODE OF GENERAL 
ORDINANCES, WHICH IS ENTITLED “ELIGIBILITY FOR 
APPOINTMENT TO CITY BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AUTHORITIES 
AND COMMITTEES”; AND TO REPEAL SECTION 1.06 P. OF THE CODE 
OF GENERAL ORDINANCES ENTITLED “LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION”

The Common Council of the City of Kenosha, Wisconsin, do ordain as follows:

Section One: Subparagraph 1.03 A. 27 of the Code of General ordinances for the City 

of Kenosha, Wisconsin, is hereby repealed.

Section Two: Subparagraphs 1.03 A. 28 and 29 of the Code of General Ordinances for 

the City of Kenosha, Wisconsin are hereby renumbered as subparagraphs 1.03 A. 27 and 28.

Section Three: The second paragraph of Section 1.056 of the Code of General 

Ordinances for the City of Kenosha, Wisconsin is hereby repealed and recreated as follows:

Notwithstanding the above, and except for the City Plan Commission, Board of Police and Fire 
Commissioners, Legislative Commission, Board of Review and the Zoning Board of Appeal, twenty (20%) 
percent of the full membership of any Board, Commission, Authority or Committee may reside outside the limits 
of the City, provided they reside within the limits of the County.

 Section Four: Subsection 1.06 P. of the Code of General Ordinances for the City of  

Kenosha, Wisconsin, is hereby repealed.

 Section Five: This Ordinance shall become effective upon passage and publication.

ATTEST: ___________________________ City Clerk

APPROVED: _____________________________Mayor

Passed:

Published:

Drafted By:
EDWARD R. ANTARAMIAN
City Attorney
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RESOLUTION NO. ___________

SPONSOR:     THE MAYOR

TO RESCIND RESOLUTION 140-08 REGARDING THE 
CREATION OF THE TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE  

WHEREAS,  a  Technology  Committee  was  created  by  Common  Council 

Resolution 140-08 to recommend desirable technology acquisition to the Common Council and/or 

Administration; and

WHEREAS,  through  contracts  the  City  currently  has  in  place  with  regard  to 

providing information technology service to the City, the Common Council and Administration 

have directly available to them experts in evolving information technology.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  that Resolution 140-08 is rescinded 

and the Technology Committee hereby abolished.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Administration is designated as the 

custodian of the records of the former Technology Committee.

 

Adopted this             day of _______________, 2013.

ATTEST:____________________________City Clerk
               

APPROVED:_________________________Mayor                    Date:________________
                     

Drafted By:
EDWARD R. ANTARAMIAN, 
City Attorney

C-2



Discussion #1



  



  

Background:

● Staff has based the proposed Sign 
Ordinance on examples from Greenfield, 
WI and Brookfield, WI.  We have also 
toured those cities to see the results of the 
Ordinance regulations.

● This presentation is a visual representation 
of the draft prepared by Staff with previous 
input from this Committee.  We are looking 
for final input from this Committee.



  

Items to note:
● Permits required for most new signs.
● Non-conforming signs may be repaired or 

altered.  Must be made to conform if 
damaged or altered by more than 50%.

● Change in ownership, tenancy or 
conditional use requires sign(s) to come 
in to compliance with the Ordinance.

● Signs on abandoned properties (vacant 
longer than 90 days) shall be removed 
upon notice from DCDI.



  

EXEMPT FROM PERMITS:

NAMEPLATES SINGLE-
FAMILY

ELECTION SIGNS

RESIDENTIAL SALE 
OR LEASE SIGNS

ADDRESS NUMBERS

FLAGS (NON-PROFIT)



  

EXEMPT FROM PERMITS:

HISTORIC SIGNS

PUBLIC SIGNS

HISTORICAL 
MARKERS

TEMPORARY RIGHT-
OF-WAY SIGNS

BUILDING MARKER

BULLETIN BOARD



  

EXEMPT FROM PERMITS:

INCIDENTAL SIGNS

MODEL HOME SIGNS

COMMERCIAL SIGNS 
IN CITY PARKS

SPECIAL 
ANNOUNCEMENT SIGNS

SIGNS IN RIGHT-OF-
WAY

HOLIDAY 
DISPLAYS



  

PROHIBITED SIGNS:

SIGNS OF OBSCENE 
OR PORNOGRAPHIC 

NATURE

STRUCTURALLY 
DANGEROUS OR 
UNSAFE SIGNS

SIGNS, HANDBILL OR 
NOTICE AFFIXED TO 

TREE, ETC. 

ABANDONED SIGNS

 REVOLVING SIGNS

FLASHING OR 
ANIMATED SIGNS



  

PROHIBITED SIGNS:

DETERIORATED SIGNS

PORTABLE SIGNS*

SIGNS WITH BARE 
LIGHT BULBS 

ROOF SIGNS
WINDOW SIGNS

*CHURCHES ARE PERMITTED A 
PORTABLE SIGN



  

PROHIBITED SIGNS:

BALLOONS OR 
INFLATABLES



  

Sign Area Calculations
Commercial Building

● Determined by multiplying the lineal 
building front footage by 1.5 with maximum 
of 200 s.f.

● Monument and Wall sign combined square 
footage shall not exceed this amount.



  

50'

= SIGN

150 s.f. pole sign + 
15% of wall

100'

SIGN

150 s.f. pole sign + 
15% of wall

=

SIGN

SIGN

CURRENT ORDINANCE



  

50'

= SIGN

75 total s.f. of 
signage

100'

SIGN

150 total s.f. of 
signage

=

SIGN

SIGN

PROPOSED ORDINANCE



  

Sign Area Calculations
Multi-Tenant Building

● For multi-tenant building, each lineal foot of 
frontage equals one square foot of sign, 
maximum of 50 s.f.

35'

SIGN = 35 S.F. SIGN = 50 S.F.

65'



  

AWNINGS

●10% of the awning area to 
a maximum of 100 square 
feet in total area.
●Only 2 awning signs per 
business site.



  

BANNERS

●Not to exceed 24 s.f.
●Non-illuminated
●Permit expires after 30 days
●No more than 4 permits per calendar year
●Not permitted on sites with changeable 
copy signs



  

CHANGEABLE COPY SIGNS

●Not to exceed 24 s.f.
●One changeable copy sign per site
●Banners not permitted on these sites 
●If digital sign, the copy may be changed 
at 5-second intervals



  

CHURCH/SCHOOL/CIVIC GROUP SIGNS

TEMPORARY SIGNS 
● Not to exceed 32 s.f.
● Not to exceed 6' in height
● May be displayed for no more than 30 days 
at a time, maximum 6 times per year. 



  

CHURCH/SCHOOL/CIVIC GROUP SIGNS

PERMANENT SIGNS
● Not to exceed 32 s.f.
● Not to exceed 6' in height
● Monument style signs only 



  

CONSTRUCTION SIGNS

RESIDENTIAL 
● Not to exceed 6 s.f.
● Not to exceed 6' in height 
● Removed from site no 
later than 30 days after 
completion of project
● Permit not required 

NON-RESIDENTIAL 
● Not to exceed 32 s.f.
● Not to exceed 8' in height
● Removed from site no 
later than 30 days after 
completion of project
● Permit required 



  

DIRECTIONAL SIGNS

● Not to exceed 6 s.f.
● One sign permitted for each vehicular access
● Maximum of 2 signs per site (Restaurants or other 
uses w/ drive thru allowed 1 sign at each 
public/private access plus one additional sign on-site) 



  

ELECTION SIGNS

● Follows State Statute 
12.04
● Signs to be removed no 
later than 7 days after 
election



  

FREESTANDING SIGNS

● Maximum size of 49 s.f. or 
50% of lot frontage, 
whichever is less
● Maximum height of 15'



  

FLAGS

● Maximum of 3 flagpoles 
per site
● Maximum of 4 flags per 
site
● American Flag exempt



  

MONUMENT SIGNS

● Not to exceed 80 s.f.
● Maximum height is 10'
● Maximum width is 12'



  OFF-PREMISES NONCOMMERCIAL DIRECTIONAL 
SIGNS

● Not to exceed 8 s.f.
● Maximum height is 6'



  

PROJECTING SIGNS

● Not to exceed 100 s.f.
● Not less than 8' from the 
bottom of the sign to grade



  

REAL ESTATE SIGNS

RESIDENTIAL 
● Not to exceed 6 s.f.
● Not to exceed 6' in height
● Permit not required 

NON-RESIDENTIAL 
● Not to exceed 12 s.f.
● Not to exceed 6' in height
● Permit not required



  

SANDWICH BOARD SIGNS

● Not to exceed 8 s.f. per side
● Not to exceed 6' in height
● Only allowed on sites with no monument or 
freestanding signs
● Sign to be brought indoors at the close of 
business



  

SEASONAL AND OTHER TEMPORARY SIGNS

● Not to exceed 24 s.f.
● Not to exceed 6' in height
● Permit good for 30 days
● Maximum of 4 permits per 
year.



  

UNIFIED BUSINESS CENTER SIGNS

● Not to exceed 350 s.f.
● Not to exceed 35' in height
● One sign per major street 
frontage
● Additional sign per 400' of 
frontage with max. of 2 per 
street



  

WALL SIGNS

● Not to exceed 100 s.f.
● Only 1 wall sign per 
business site
● Must be composed of 
individual letters



  

WINDOW SIGNS

● Not to exceed 25% of total net glazed 
front window area.
● Can not be placed on doors or 
windows that would impede pedestrian 
safety or prohibit view by police
● Permit required



2.79

2.89

2.99

UNLEADED

UNLEADED

UNLEADED

Max. 50 s.f.

Max. total price sign 
area of 16 s.f., no more 
than 10 s.f. each side

Max. 40 s.f.

Self-
Service

Max. 160 square 
inches



  

● Staff highly recommends removal of the 
Special Exception clause used in the 
current Ordinance.

● An appeal process would still be available 
in unusual circumstances, but must meet 
strict requirements to grant an appeal.

For Discussion:



  

THE NEW ORDINANCE WOULD NOT ALLOW:

PYLON SIGNS



  

THE NEW ORDINANCE WOULD NOT ALLOW:

WALL SIGNS W/OUT INDIVIDUAL LETTERS



  

WHAT IT IS:



  

WHAT IT COULD BE:



  

WHAT IT IS:



  

WHAT IT COULD BE:
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