
AGENDA
PUBLIC SAFETY & WELFARE COMMITTEE MEETING

Kenosha Municipal Building - Room 202
Monday, February 27, 2012 - 5:00 pm

Chairman: Jesse L. Downing Vice Chair: Lawrence Green
Alderperson: Anthony Kennedy Alderperson: Michael J. Orth
Alderperson: Rocco J. LaMacchia, Sr.

Call to Order
Roll Call

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A-1 Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on January 9, 2012.

C. REFERRED TO COMMISSION

C-1. Proposed Ordinance - To Repeal and Recreate Section 5.04 B. (of the Code of 
General Ordinances) for the City Regarding Temporary Closing of a City Street, to
Clarify that a Street may be Closed for a Civic Event. (Also referred to Public Works)

C-2. Proposed Ordinance - To Repeal and Recreate Subsection 2.02 B.8 (of the Zoning 
Ordinance) for the City regarding Delinquent Special Assessments. (CP-Ayes 7:Noes 
0)

C-3. Appointment of Mark Modory to the Kenosha City/County Joint Services Board of 
Directors, for a term to expire May 1, 2014.

C-4. Judging of the Harbor. 

DISCUSSION ITEM:
1. Software Upgrade for Joint Services

CITIZEN COMMENTS/ALDERMEN COMMENTS/OTHER BUSINESS AS AUTHORIZED BY LAW

IF YOU ARE DISABLED AND NEED ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL 653-4050 BEFORE THIS MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MAY BE PRESENT AT THE MEETING, AND ALTHOUGH 

THIS MAY CONSTITUTE A QUORUM OF THE COMMON COUNCIL, THE COUNCIL WILL NOT TAKE ANY ACTION AT THIS MEETING.



PUBLIC SAFETY & WELFARE COMMITTEE
Minutes of Meeting held Monday, January 9, 2012

A meeting of the Public Safety & Welfare Committee was held on Monday, January 9, 2012 in 
Room 202 of the Kenosha Municipal Building.  The meeting was called to order at 5:27 pm by 
Chairman Downing. 

At roll call, the following members were present: Alderpersons Green, Orth, Kennedy, and 
LaMacchia.  Staff members in attendance were Michael Lemens, Interim Public Works
Director; Kevin Risch, Assistant City Engineer; and Rich Schroeder, Development
Coordinator.

It was moved by Alderperson Green, seconded by Alderperson LaMacchia, to approve the 
minutes from the meeting held on Monday, December 12, 2011. Motion passed unanimously.

C-1. Aldermanic Request to Replace NB/SB Stop Signs on 5th Avenue at 57th Street. 
(District 2) (Staff recommends approval)
Staff/Alderperson: Kevin spoke.
It was moved by Alderperson Green, seconded by Alderperson LaMacchia, to approve. 
Motion passed unanimously.

C-2 Aldermanic Request to designate one (1) on Street Handicapped Parking Space for 
the Church at 5900-7th Avenue. (District 2) (Staff recommends approval for a 90-Day 
Trial)
Staff/Alderperson: Kevin spoke.
It was moved by Alderperson Green, seconded by Alderperson LaMacchia, to approve. 
Motion passed unanimously.

C-3 Proposed Resolution for Adoption of Kenosha County Hazard Mitigation Plan
Update: 2011 – 2015. (Also referred to City Plan & Stormwater Utility)   
Staff/Alderperson: Michael & Kevin spoke.
It was moved by Alderperson Green, seconded by Alderperson LaMacchia, to approve. 
Motion passed unanimously.

CITIZEN COMMENTS: Chief Morrissey spoke briefly regarding the update of the new 
Community Service Officer positions.

ALDERMAN COMMENTS: Alderperson Orth spoke on the Carthage Parking Lot by Petzke 
Park. Chairman Downing commented on Kevin Risch resigning from the City of Kenosha. 

ADJOURNMENT - There being no further business to come before the Public Safety & 
Welfare Committee, it was moved, seconded and unanimously carried to adjourn at 5:43 pm.



ORDINANCE NO.                       

DRAFT 02/146/12

SPONSOR:    ALDERPERSON THEODORE RUFFALO  
CO-SPONSOR: ALDERPERSON TOD OHNSTAD

TO REPEAL AND RECREATE SECTION 5.04 B. OF THE CODE
OF GENERAL ORDINANCES FOR THE CITY OF KENOSHA
REGARDING TEMPORARY CLOSING OF A CITY STREET, TO 
CLARIFY THAT A STREET MAY BE CLOSED FOR A CIVIC EVENT

The Common Council of the City of Kenosha, Wisconsin, do ordain as follows:

Section One:  Section 5.04 B of the Code of General Ordinances for the City of  

Kenosha,Wisconsin, is hereby repealed and recreated as follows:

B. Obstructions and Encroachments.
1. Permission Required. No person, firm or corporation shall encroach upon, close, or encumber 

any public street, highway or part thereof, unless expressly authorized to do so by the Director of Public 
Works or designee. Application for said permission shall be made in writing to the Department of Public 
Works and the type plans, etc. of said obstruction, closure, or encroachment shall be submitted to the 
Director of the Department of Community Development and Inspections, and the Fire and Police 
Departments for review and recommendation.  The purposes for such encroachment, closure, or 
encumberance include, but are not limited to, placing of a refuse receptacle or dumpster, private construction 
equipment, or building materials on a City street or right of way, providing maintenance to a City street or right 
of way, facilitating the passage of a wide or hazardous transportation load, addressing an emergency, facilitating 
fire-fighting training exercises, allowing for passage of a police escorted motorcade, or allowing for a civic event 
to which the general public is  encouraged to attend.  such as concerts, parades, festivals, athletic events, 
marches, ceremonies, tournaments, exhibitions, expositions, fairs, markets, or shows.         

The Director of Public Works may also order the temporary closing of a City street or public 
thoroughfare in a residentially zoned district for the purpose of authorizing a street party to be held 
thereon, through the issuance of a "Street Party Permit". The request for such a permit must be in writing, 
signed by a majority of property owners fronting the street to be closed, filed at least ten (10) days in 
advance of the event desired to be held, accompanied by a fee to cover the cost of permit issuance and 
administration. The Common Council will, from time to time, by Resolution, establish the Permit Fee. 
Should any street party take place prior to the issuance of a permit, the fee shall increase to five (5) times 
the amount of the fee established by the Common Council by Resolution. There shall be a limit of two (2) 
permits per calendar year per street. The Department of Public Works shall inspect the street or public 
thoroughfare and obtain the recommendations of the Fire and Police Departments prior to permit 
issuance. The Department of Public Works shall provide barricades to close off the street which will be 
the subject of the street party. The Director of Public Works may decline to issue said permit for good 
cause, such as, but not limited to, his/her consideration that the street closing, if permitted, will, or will 
tend to cause unreasonable traffic congestion, result in a disturbance of the peace, or endanger the public 
health, safety and welfare. Should the permit be denied, the applicant may appeal the denial to the 
Committee on Public Works by filing a written notice of appeal with the Department of Public Works 
within five (5) business days following, but not including, the day of denial. The Director of Public 
Works, upon issuing a permit, shall send a copy of same to the Fire and Police Departments, notifying the 
departments of a closed street. The permit shall state the time for which the permit is valid and the Police 
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Department shall check the street during said permit hours to determine if the barricades have in fact 
been put in place. It shall be the responsibility of the applicant to put in place and maintain said 
barricades during the hours of the street closing specified on said permit. It shall be unlawful to hold a 
street party under circumstances where barricades do not completely block off vehicular traffic from the 
portion of the street being closed by authority of said permit. If the street is barricaded during hours 
which require vehicles to use their headlights, warning lights or reflectors must be clearly and visibly 
placed and maintained on said barricades by the permit applicant, and it shall be unlawful to neglect to 
have operating lights or reflectors on said barricades. Lights and reflectors shall be supplied by the 
Department of Public Works to the applicants upon request. It shall also be unlawful to place or maintain 
said barricades on a City street or public thoroughfare at any time or place not specified in said permit 
application. The applicant shall at all times be personally responsible for complying with this Ordinance 
and his/her duties are not delegable. It shall further be unlawful for any person to possess a City barricade 
or use the same for any purpose not authorized by the City.  

Street Parties are defined as: A gathering of persons for a civil, charitable, community or 
neighborhood event held within a City street or other public thoroughfare which has been temporarily 
closed for the occasion. Street parties shall start no earlier than 10:00 A.M. Permits issued by the Director 
of Public Works shall state a starting time and termination time.  Street parties shall terminate no later 
than 11:00 P.M., however, the Director of Public Works, upon the request of abutting property owners, 
may specify an earlier termination time. Prior to granting a permit, the Director of Public Works should 
confer with the Alderman of the District, if practicable. Amplified noise or music is prohibited unless 
specifically authorized. Amplified music is herein defined as music electrically or mechanically enhanced 
by an external source of power or amplifier and played or reproduced through a speaker or speaker 
system.  

Street parties may be prematurely terminated by order of a police officer following an 
investigation which indicates that the street party has become loud, disorderly, is creating a public 
nuisance, disturbing the peace, endangering the public health, safety or welfare, or otherwise being 
contrary in its conduct to the terms of this Ordinance or other City or State ordinances, laws, rules or 
regulations, and it shall be unlawful for anyone to participate in a street party contrary to an above 
provided for order of a police officer or contrary to the terms of this Ordinance.

 
Section Two: This Ordinance shall become effective upon passage and publication.

ATTEST: ___________________________ City Clerk

APPROVED: _____________________________Mayor

Passed:

Published:



Drafted By:
EDWARD R. ANTARAMIAN
City Attorney
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