
AGENDA
PUBLIC SAFETY & WELFARE COMMITTEE MEETING

Kenosha Municipal Building - Room 204
Monday, February 11, 2013 - 5:00 pm

Chairman: Rocco J. LaMacchia, Sr Vice Chairman: Chris Schwartz
Alderperson: Anthony Kennedy Alderperson: Michael J. Orth
Alderperson: Kevin E. Mathewson 

Call to Order
Roll Call

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A-1 Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on January 28, 2013.

C. REFERRED TO COMMITTEE

C-1 Aldermanic Request to Relocate No Parking Signs from the West Side to the East Side 
of 42nd Avenue 5200 Block. (District 11)

C-2 Proposed Ordinance by Alderperson David F. Bogdala - To Amend, Repeal, Recreate 
and Create Various Subsections of 14.001 Definitions; 14.01 Dogs and Cats; 14.015 
Kennels and Pet Shops; 14.055 Cruelty to Animals; 14.07 Rabies Control; 14.075 
Vicious Animals and 14.08 Penalties (of the Code of General Ordinances for the City 
of Kenosha). (Also referred to Finance)

CITIZEN COMMENTS/ALDERMEN COMMENTS/OTHER BUSINESS AS AUTHORIZED BY LAW

IF YOU ARE DISABLED AND NEED ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL 653-4050 BEFORE THIS MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MAY BE PRESENT AT THE MEETING, AND ALTHOUGH 

THIS MAY CONSTITUTE A QUORUM OF THE COMMON COUNCIL, THE COUNCIL WILL NOT TAKE ANY ACTION AT THIS MEETING.



PUBLIC SAFETY & WELFARE COMMITTEE
Minutes of Meeting held Monday, January 28, 2013

A meeting of the Public Safety & Welfare Committee was held on Monday, January 28, 2013 
in Room 204 of the Kenosha Municipal Building. The meeting was called to order at 5:54 pm 
by Chairman LaMacchia. 

At roll call, the following members were present: Alderpersons Schwartz, Orth, Kennedy, and 
Mathewson. Staff members in attendance were Michael Lemens, Director of Public Works;
Shelly Billingsley, Deputy Director of Public Works/City Engineer; Clement Abongwa,
Assistant City Engineer; and Police Chieft John Morrissey..

It was moved by Alderperson Mathewson, seconded by Alderperson Kennedy, to approve the 
minutes from the meeting held on Monday, January 14, 2013. Motion carried unanimously.

C-1. Proposed Ordinance - To Repeal and Recreate Subsection 14.01 D.1. (of the Code of 
General Ordinances for the City of Kenosha) Regarding Dogs and Cats.
Public Hearing: Margaret Heller spoke.
Staff/Alderperson: Alderperson David Bogdala spoke. 
It was moved by Alderperson Kennedy, seconded by Alderperson Schwartz, to defer 
for 45 days. It was then moved by Alderperson Mathewson, seconded by Alderperson 
Schwartz to deny. Motion carried unanimously.

C-2 Proposed Resolution - To Appoint Community Service Officer Morgan Jankiewicz as a 
Humane Officer (for the City of Kenosha).
It was moved by Alderperson Kennedy, seconded by Alderperson Schwartz, to 
approve. Motion carried unanimously.

C-3 Proposed Ordinance – To Create 14.021 (of the Code of General Ordinances for the 
City of Kenosha) Regarding the Prohibition of Feeding Geese, Ducks, or Seagulls on 
Public Property. (Also referred to Parks & Public Works)
It was moved by Alderperson Schwartz, seconded by Alderperson Orth, to approve as 
amended in the Parks Meeting. Motion carried 3-2 (with Alderperson Kennedy and 
Mathewson voting nay).

C-4 Aldermanic Request to Remove the 15 Minute Parking Signs in Front of 4721-7th 
Avenue. (District 2)    
Staff/Alderperson: Clement Abongwa spoke.
It was moved by Alderperson Orth, seconded by Alderperson Mathewson, to approve a 
90-day trial. Motion carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT - There being no further business to come before the Public Safety & 
Welfare Committee, it was moved, seconded and unanimously carried to adjourn at 6:25 pm.
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ORDINANCE NO.                       
DRAFT 02/01/13 

SPONSOR: ALDERPERSON DAVID F. BOGDALA

TO AMEND , REPEAL, RECREATE, RENUMBER AND 
CREATE VARIOUS SUBSECTIONS OF 14.001 DEFINITIONS; 
14.01 DOGS AND CATS; 14.055 CRUELTY TO ANIMALS; 14.07
RABIES  CONTROL; AND 14.08 PENALTIES OF THE CODE 
OF GENERAL ORDINANCES FOR THE CITY OF KENOSHA

The Common Council of the City of Kenosha, Wisconsin, do ordain as follows:

Section One: Subsections 14.001 D. through I. of the Code of General Ordinances for 

the City of  Kenosha, Wisconsin, are hereby renumbered as follows:

DE.  Dog.  The term "dog" shall apply to any canine animal, male or female, sexed or neutered.

EF.  Own.  The term "own", unless otherwise specified, shall be deemed to mean keep, harbor, or have control,
charge or custody of an animal, or permit to be kept, harbored or fed upon or within premises owned, leased, rented
or occupied by a person and does not require actual legal title or right to the animal.

FG.  Owner.  The term "owner" shall mean any person keeping, harboring or having charge or control of, or
permitting any animal to habitually be or remain on, or be lodged or fed within buildings or land owned, leased, used
or occupied by such person, irrespective of whether such person has legal title or claim to the animal. This term shall
not apply to veterinarians or kennel operators temporarily maintaining on their premises animals owned by others.

GH.  Person.  The term “person” shall mean any natural person, partnership or corporation.

HI.  Scratched.  The term "scratched" shall mean the scraping or clawing of any portion of another animal or
a human being's anatomy by an animal.

IJ.  Veterinarian.  The term "veterinarian" shall mean a natural person duly licensed to practice veterinary
medicine in the State of Wisconsin and possessing a doctor's degree in veterinary medicine. 

Section Two: Subsection 14.001 D. of the Code of General Ordinances for the City of 

Kenosha, Wisconsin, is hereby created as follows:

 D.  Collecting Official.  The term “collecting official” shall mean anyone designated pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 174.065.

 
Section Three: Subsections 14.01 A.1, 2, and 3 of the Code of General Ordinances for 

the City of  Kenosha, Wisconsin, are hereby repealed and recreated as follows:

A.1.  Dog License Tax.  Every person who owns, harbors or keeps a dog within the limits of the City of
Kenosha, which is more than five (5) months of age on January 1 of any year or which becomes five (5) months of
age within the license year, shall annually, or on or before the date the dog becomes five (5) months of age, pay to
the City Clerk or collecting official his/her dog license tax and obtain a license.
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2.  Collar Tag.  Following issuance of a license, the City Clerk or collection official shall deliver to the owner a tag 
bearing the same serial number as designated on the license, the name of the County in which license was issued, and the 
license year. The owner shall securely attach the tag to a collar which shall be kept on the licensed dog at all times. This
requirement to wear a tag and collar does not apply to a dog during competition or training, a dog securely confined
indoors, or to a dog while hunting.

3.  Fee.  For the license term commencing January 1, 2003, the dog license tax shall be Four ($4.00) Dollars
for a neutered male dog or spayed female dog, upon presentation of evidence that the dog is neutered or spayed,
and Ten ($10.00) Dollars for an unneutered male dog or unspayed female dog, or one-half (1/2) of these amounts
if the dog became five (5) months of age after July 1 of the license year. Effective January 1, 2010For the license term 
commencing January 1, 2013, the dog license tax shall be Ten ($10.00) Dollars for a neutered male dog or spayed female 
dog, upon presentation of evidence that the dog is neutered or spayed, and Twenty-Five ($25.00) Dollars for an unneutered 
male dog or unspayed female dog,.  Effective July 1, 2013, the dog license tax shall be Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) for a 
neutered male or spayed female dog, upon presentation of evidence that the dog is neutered or spayed, and Thirty-five 
Dollars ($35.00) for an unneutered male dog or unspayed female dog, or one-half (1/2) of these amounts if the dog became 
five (5) months of age after July 1 of the license year.

Section Four: Subsection 14.01 B. 3. of the Code of General Ordinances for the 

City of  Kenosha, Wisconsin, is hereby repealed and recreated as follows:

3.  License Fee.  For the license term commencing January 1, 2003, the Cat License Fee shall be Four ($4.00)
Dollars per year for each year of the license term for a neutered male cat or spayed female cat, upon presentation
of evidence that the cat is neutered or spayed, and Ten ($10.00) Dollars per year for each year of the license term
for an unneutered male cat or unspayed female cat. For the license term commencing January 1, 20103, the cat
license fee shall be Ten ($10.00) Dollars per year of each year of the license term for a neutered male cat or spayed
female cat, upon presentation of evidence that the cat is neutered or spayed, and Twenty-Five ($25.00) Dollars per
year for each year of the license term for an unneutered male cat or unspayed female cat. Effective July 1, 2013, the cat 
license   fee   shall be Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) for a neutered male or spayed female cat, upon presentation of evidence that the   
cat is neutered or spayed, and Thirty-five Dollars ($35.00) for an unneutered male cat or unspayed female cat.  License fees 
shall not be prorated or refunded when the license was effective for a portion of a license year.

Section Five: Subsection 14.01 D.2. of the Code of General Ordinances for the City of 

Kenosha,  Wisconsin, is hereby repealed and recreated as follows:

2.  Impounding.  Whenever a City Humane Agent or any police officer or other person designated by the Chief of 
Police shall find any dog or cat running at large as defined, he/she shall, if possible, pick up and impound such animal in 
such place as the Chief of Police may direct; provided, however, that if any such dog or cat is fierce or dangerous, it may be 
disposed of forthwith. Whenever the owner of any impounded animal shall be identifiable through a collar or license tag or 
microchip, the owner shall be notified by the impoundment facility.

Section Six: Subsection 14.055 A. of the Code of General Ordinances for the City of 

Kenosha,  Wisconsin, is hereby repealed and recreated as follows:

14.055 CRUELTY TO ANIMALS

A. It shall be unlawful to willfully or maliciously inflict unnecessary or needless cruelty, torture, abuse or cruelly 
beat any animal, including every act or omission or neglect whereby unnecessary or unjustifiable pain, suffering or death 
shall be caused or withhold reasonably necessary veterinary care to prevent pain and suffering , whether belonging to 
himself or another except that reasonable force may be employed to drive off vicious or trespassing animals.



Section Seven: Subsection 14.055 C. of the Code of General Ordinances for the City of 

Kenosha,  Wisconsin, is hereby created as follows:

C.  Tethering.  No animal shall be tethered as a primary means of stationary confinement if the owner or 
responsible party of the animal is not on the premises.

                      Section Eight:  Subsection 14.07 C.5. of the Code of General Ordinances for the City of 

Kenosha,  Wisconsin, is hereby repealed and recreated as follows:

5.  Tag To Be Attached.  The owner shall attach the rabies vaccination tag or a substitute tag to a collar, and
a collar with the tag attached shall be kept on the dog at all times, but this requirement does not apply to a dog
during competition or training, to a dog while hunting, to a dog securely confined indoors, to a dog securely confined in a 
fenced area or to a dog while actively involved in herding or controlling livestock if the dog is under the control of its 
owner. The substitute tag shall be of a durable material and contain the same information as the rabies vaccination tag. The 
requirements of this Section do not apply to a dog which is not required to be vaccinated under Section B.2.  No collar or 
harness shall be required for cats securely confined indoors or cats with a computer microchip encoded with identifying 
information which has been subcutaneously inserted within the cat.

Section Nine: Section 14.08 of the Code of General Ordinances for the City of  

Kenosha,  Wisconsin, is hereby repealed and recreated as follows:

14.08  Penalties.

1A.  Any person violating §14.01 A., shall forfeit ThirtyFifty ($350.00) Dollars, together with the costs of the 
action, and in default of the payment of such forfeiture and costs, shall be committed to the County Jail for a period not to 
exceed thirty (30) days.

 2B.  Any person violating §14.01 C. shall forfeit not less than Fifty ($50.00) Dollars nor more than Two Hundred 
($200.00) Dollars, together with the costs of the action, and in default of payment of such forfeiture and costs, shall be 
committed to the County Jail for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days.    

 3C.  Any person convicted of violating §14.01 D. 1. or §14.01 D. 3. shall forfeit not more than Two Hundred ($200) 
Dollars, together with the costs of the action, and in default of payment of such forfeiture and costs, shall be committed to 
the County Jail for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days.

 4D.  Any person violating §14.02 shall forfeit One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars, together with the costs of the action, 
and in default of the payment of such forfeiture and costs, shall be committed to the County Jail for a period not to exceed 
thirty (30) days.   

 5E.  Any person violating §14.03 shall forfeit Fifty ($50.00) Dollars, together with the costs of the action, and in 
default of the payment of such forfeiture and costs, shall be committed to the County Jail for a period not to exceed thirty 
(30) days.   

 6F.  Any person violating §14.04 or §14.05 shall forfeit One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars, together with the costs of 
the action, and in default of payment of such forfeiture and costs, shall be committed to the County Jail for a period not to 
exceed thirty (30) days.   

 7G.  Any person violating §14.055 shall forfeit not less than OneTwo Hundred ($1200.00) Dollars nor more than 



Five HundredOne Thousand ($51,000.00) Dollars, together with the costs of the action, and in default of payment of such 
forfeiture and costs, shall be committed to the County Jail for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days.    

 8.aH.1.  Any person violating §14.07 B. shall forfeit Fifty ($50.00) Dollars, together with the costs of the action, 
and in default of payment of such forfeiture and costs, shall be committed to the County Jail for a period not to exceed 
thirtyninety (390) days. 

  b2.  Any person violating §§14.07 F. 1., 14.07 F. 5., 14.07 F. 8. or 14.07 F.10., shall forfeit not less than Two 
Hundred ($200.00) Dollars, nor more than Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars, together with the costs of the action, and in 
default of payment of such forfeiture and costs, shall be committed to the County Jail for a period not to exceed thirty (30) 
days.   

 9.aI.1.  Any person violating §14.013 or 14.014 of this Chapter or any other provision of Chapter 14 for which 
there is no separately listed penalty, shall, upon conviction thereof, forfeit not moreless than One Hundred ($100) Dollars 
nor more than Three Hundred ($300.00) Dollars, plus the costs of prosecution, and in default of such payment of forfeiture 
and costs, shall be committed to the County Jail for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days.  

 b2.  Any person violating §14.013 D. of this Chapter shall, upon conviction thereof, forfeit not less than Three 
Hundred Fifty ($350.00) Dollars and notnor more than Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars, together with the costs of the 
action, and in default of payment of such forfeiture and costs, shall be committed to the County Jail for a period not to 
exceed thirty (30) days.   

10.  Any person who violates any provision of §14.075 of this Chapter shall, upon conviction forfeit not more
than Five Hundred ($500) Dollars plus the cost of prosecution and, in default of the timely payment of such forfeiture
and costs, shall be committed to the County Jail for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days.

              11.  Any person who violates §14.06 A. shall, upon conviction, forfeit not more than Five Hundred ($500.00)
Dollars, plus the costs of prosecution; and, in default of payment of such forfeiture and costs, shall be committed
to the County Jail for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days.

              12.  Any person who violates Section 14.076 of this Chapter or Section 95.21, Chapter 173, Chapter 174,
or Chapter 951, Wisconsin Statutes, shall, upon conviction, forfeit not more than Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars,
together with the costs of prosecution, and in default of payment of such forfeiture and costs, shall be committed
to the County Jail for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days.

              J.    Any person who violates   §§ 14.06 A.  ,   14.075   or   14.076   of this Chapter or   Section 95.21  , Chapter 173, Chapter   
174, or Chapter 951, Wisconsin Statutes, shall, upon conviction, forfeit not more than Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars, 
together with the costs of prosecution, and in default of payment of such forfeiture and costs, shall be committed to the 
County Jail for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days. 

                K.    For a first violation of any provision of   §  14.021   of this Chapter, a written warning will be issued.  For the   
second and all subsequent violations of any provision of   §  14.021   of this Chapter, a person shall be subject to a forfeiture of   
not less than   Five Dollars ($5.00)   nor more than   Fifteen Dollars ($15.00)  ,   together with   costs of prosecution, assessments,   
fees, and surcharges   for each offense, and upon default in payment, shall be imprisoned in the Kenosha County Jail for not   
more than 20 days, or otherwise treated by the court as provided by law.

                L  .    Except as otherwise provided, anyone violating any of the provisions of this Chapter, upon conviction thereof,   
shall be subject to a forfeiture not to exceed One Thousand ($1,000.00) Dollars, together with the payment of the costs of 
prosecution, assessments, fees, and surcharges, and in default of the timely payment thereof, shall either be committed to the 
County Jail for a period not to exceed ninety (90) days, or the Court may suspend the Defendant's motor vehicle operating 
privileges until the forfeiture, assessment, surcharges and costs are paid, except that the suspension period may not exceed 
five (5) years

                M.    In addition to the imposition of a forfeiture, the City may seek injunctive relief.  

               N.    Each incident and each day's continuance shall constitute a separate offense.  



 Section Ten: This Ordinance shall become effective upon passage and publication.

ATTEST: ___________________________ City Clerk

APPROVED: _____________________________Mayor

Passed:

Published:

Drafted By:
MATTHEW A. KNIGHT
Deputy City Attorney
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