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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Minutes

January 28, 2016

MEMBERS PRESENT: Alderperson Jan Michalski, William Siel, Peter Shaw 
Johnson, Royanne Moon, Christopher Naumann, Sue 
Dyke O'Day, and Merike Phillips

STAFF PRESENT: PaPhouala Vang

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by Alderperson Michalski, roll was taken.

Citizens Comments - SR Mills, 4015 80th Street, was available for questions on 
Item 2 on the agenda.

A motion was made by Mr. Johnson and seconded by Ms. O'Day to approve the minutes
of the December 2, 2015 meeting.  The motion passed unanimously.  (Ayes 7, Noes 0)

1. Election of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson

A motion was made by Ms. Phillips and seconded by Mr. Naumann to nominate 
Alderperson Michalski at Chairperson.  The motion passed.  (Ayes 6, Noes 0, Abstain 1)
Alderperson Michalski abstained.

A motion was made by Alderperson Michalski and seconded by Mr. Johnson to 
nominate Bill Siel as Vice-Chairperson.  The motion passed.  (Ayes 6, Noes 0 Abstain 1)
Mr. Siel abstained.

2. Certificate of Appropriateness for the new construction of a principal 
structure at 6118 3rd Avenue.  (SR Mills)  (District 2)  PUBLIC HEARING

Public hearing opened.

Mr. Mills presented samples of the exterior building materials.

Public hearing closed.

Ms. Phillips asked Mr. Mills to consider continuing some of the cedar shakes from the 
front elevation to the left elevation to break it up.  Also, consider using the same style of 
windows from the front elevation to the left and right elevations.  Mr. Mills said those are 
good points and he will consider that.

Mr. Naumann asked Mr. Mills to consider removing the stone in the front elevation gable
and replacing it with the cedar shakes.  Mr. Mills said while he appreciates the 
suggestion, he would like to keep the stone in that area, as it does have a great impact.

Alderperson Michalski asked if this was a spec home or his personal home.  Mr. Mills 
said it would be his personal home.

Ms. Phillips asked if a variance is needed for the chimney to meet setbacks.  Mr. Mills 
said he asked Inspections and was told it is within allowances.

A motion was made by Mr. Johnson and seconded by Ms. O'Day to approve the 
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Certificate of Appropriateness.  The motion passed.  (Ayes 7, Noes 0)

Commissioner Comments

Ms. O'Day noted to clarify Item 3.a. on Staff Report 2.  Staff will add the word 
"maximum". to the sentence:  "The maximum height requirement for a principal 
building.... 

Ms. Phillips said the lighting on the Simmons Library has changed, she would like to 
know why.  Ms. Vang will explain to Ms. Phillips after the meeting.

Mr. Naumann stated he is working on a Design Guideline for the DKI Project that will be 
presented at a future date.

Ms. O'Day would like an update on the Elks Club and the KYF Projects.  Mr. Naumann 
said the Elks Project is closer to finishing all the approvals.  KYF is reapplying for tax 
credits.  If the credits are granted, the project will move forward.

The meeting adjourned at 5:20 pm

Meeting Minutes Prepared by:  Kay Schueffner, Community Development & Inspections

Historic Preservation                               January 28, 2016



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Minutes

February 25, 2016

MEMBERS PRESENT: Alderperson Jan Michalski, William Siel, Peter Shaw 
Johnson, Royanne Moon, Christopher Naumann, Sue 
Dyke O'Day, and Merike Phillips

STAFF PRESENT: PaPhouala Vang

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by Alderperson Michalski, roll call was 
taken. 

Citizens Comments - No comments.

A motion was made by Mr. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Naumann to approve the 
minutes of the January 28, 2016 meeting.  The motion passed.  (Ayes 7, Noes 0)

1. Certificate of Appropriateness for exterior alterations to 920 61st Street.  
(District 2)  PUBLIC HEARING

Public hearing opened.

James Twomey, 920 61st Street, applicant, said this jump platform is in response to a 
request from a tenant.

Public hearing closed.

Mr. Siel asked what the platform would be used for.  Mr. Twomey said it will not be used,
it is in case of emergency only.

Mr. Naumann said this is not a code issue, correct?  Mr. Twomey said correct.

Ms. Moon asked how practical is this?  Mr. Twomey said most jump platforms are never 
used.  There are others on the building he has changed into a deck.  Ms. Moon asked 
about the adjacent platform.  Mr. Twomey said that is a different apartment.

Mr. Naumann asked if they will be cutting a door in.  Mr. Twomey said no, no cutting.

Ms. Phillips said this is hard to get to and does not serve a function.  Mr. Twomey said 
he is just responding to a request from a long time tenant to make her feel safe - it is not
a practical thing.  Ms. Phillips said she already has access to a different jump platform 
or the stairs.  Mr. Twomey said correct.

Mr. Johnson asked how many rentals are in the building.  Mr. Twomey said seven (7) 
residential and four (4) commercial.  Mr. Johnson said you currently have three (3) of 
these platforms or decks and looking to do the fourth (4th).  Mr. Twomey said yes.  Mr. 
Johnson said and two (2) interior stairwells.  Mr. Twomey confirmed.

Ms. Phillips asked if this could be removable when the current tenant moves out.  Mr. 
Twomey said yes, the contractor said it is temporary.  Mr. Phillips said this seems quite 
deep, it could be more shallow.  Mr. Twomey said that deep to stay uniform with the 
other platforms.
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Mr. Naumann said he has concerns with the anchors and wants to make sure the 
anchors don't compromise the masonry.

Alderperson Michalski said he would like to maintain the historic integrity of the building.

Ms. Moon asked if the existing platforms are for people to use.  Mr. Twomey said yes, 
but this one is limited use.

Ms. Phillips said we should make sure the applicant understands that at no future date 
will the window be changed to a door; and that the earliest possible date the platform 
should be removed.  (The window change-out would be under a separate review and 
doesn't apply at this time.)

A motion was made by Ms. Moon and seconded by Mr. Naumann to approve the 
installation of the jump platform as recommended by the Commission:  with the 
understanding that the platform be removed at the first opportunity and the structural 
bracing not be put into the masonry.  The motion passed.  (Ayes 7, Noes 0)

Commissioner's Comments

Alderperson Michalski requested that Staff member Pa Phouala Vang draft a letter to be
placed on the next meeting agenda.  The letter would be addressed to appropriate 
department heads to request that any interior or exterior changes to Historic buildings 
owned by the City be discussed with this Commission prior to any work being 
completed.

Mr. Johnson requested not to receive a paper copy of the meeting packet, unless the 
materials contained documents that were larger than 8 1/2" x 11" in size.

A motion was made by Mr. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Naumann to adjourn.  The 
motion passed.  (Ayes 7, Noes 0)

The meeting adjourned at 5:26 pm.

Meeting Minutes Prepared by:  Kay Schueffner, Community Development & Inspections
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Minutes

April 28, 2016

MEMBERS PRESENT: Alderperson Jan Michalski, William Siel, Peter Shaw 
Johnson, Royanne Moon and Merike Phillips

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Christopher Naumann and Sue O'Day

STAFF PRESENT: PaPhouala Vang and Rich Schroeder

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by Alderperson Michalski, roll call was 
taken. 

Citizens Comments

No Citizen's comments.

A motion was made by Ms. Phillips and seconded by Mr. Johnson to approve the 
minutes of the February 25, 2016 meeting as written.  The motion passed.  (Ayes 5, 
Noes 0)

1. Certificate of Appropriateness for Kenosha Light Station at 5117 4th 
Avenue.  (District 2)  PUBLIC HEARING

Public hearing opened.

Mike Maki, Board President, 4803 34th Avenue, gave an overview of the work to be 
done.

Don Shepherd, Executive Director, was also available for questions.

Public hearing closed.

Mr. Johnson asked if all the mortar was going to be removed and replaced.  Mr. Maki 
said no, just the problem areas.

Ms. Phillips asked if they would get samples of the mortar color prior to installation.  Mr. 
Maki said yes.

Alderperson Michalski asked if this is a different contractor from the last time they had 
repairs done.  Mr. Maki said yes, this one is more familiar with cream city brick and how 
to maintain it.  Alderperson Michalski asked if any of the damage was due to the fact 
that the lighthouse is not heated.  Mr. Maki said that may be a factor, but not much.

A motion was made by Mr. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Phillips to approve the 
Certificate of Appropriateness.  The motion passed.  (Ayes 5, Noes 0)

2. Certificate of Appropriateness review requirements for City-owned Historic
Structures and Sites.
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Mr. Siel said the proposed memo looks good and includes the correct people that 
should be notified.

Ms. Phillips said she wants the Commission to obtain information on proposed repairs 
or projects in a timely fashion, possibly add wording similar to the State Statutes that 
requires the applicant to notify the Historic Preservation Commission at the earliest 
stages of planning.  Ms. Phillips asked if the City attorney can review the Ordinance to 
see if we could also add that the Commission review interiors.

Ms. Moon asked if County-owned properties are different, like the murals in the Court 
House.  Alderperson Michalski said those would be Historical Artifacts.  This memo 
pertains to City-owned buildings only.

Ms. Phillips also suggested the memo include a list of the properties that were on the 
National Register with the date they were approved.

Rich Schroeder, Deputy Director, clarified that the memo will be directed to City 
Departments regarding City-owned buildings only.  We should only be directing the 
departments to do what is required in the current Ordinance.  The Commission does not
have the authority to request information on things that are not covered by the 
Ordinance.

Alderperson Michalski noted that getting this type of Ordinance change passed may be 
difficult.  The memo should be sent out with noting the information that we authorized to 
request at this time.  Alderperson Michalski asked if we could add the reference to the 
State Statute in the memo.  Mr. Schroeder said it could be referenceed, but not as a 
requirement of the local Commission.  We could asterisk the properties that are on the 
National Register.

A motion was made by Ms. Phillips and seconded by Mr. Siel to open to a public 
hearing.  The motion passed.

Lydia Spottswood, 6903 2nd Avenue, noted that it is difficult to regulate the interior of 
buildings.  Ms. Spottswood also asked that the City-owned buildings be held to the 
same standards as the residential homeowner.

Susan Andrea-Schlenker, 505 73rd Street, would like if projects were brought to the 
Historic Preservation Commission at the earliest stages.

Linda Sarli, 6837 5th Avenue, supports utilization of the facilities.

Public hearing closed.

Alderperson Michalski asked that language be added to the memo that the Commission 
is involved at the earliest stages.

Ms. Phillips asked if the Commission could add their input on any work being done to 
the interior of a building.  Mr. Siel said that could be done on an item by item basis.

A motion was made by Ms. Moon and seconded by Ms. Phillips to again open the public
hearing.  The motion passed.

Ms. Spottswood asked if the Commission could be informed of proposed changes to the
interior of buildings so they could protect or take pictures of the elements that were in 
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place prior to any renovation so we know what to replicate.  We could possibly adopt a 
policy on how the Ordinance is implemented.

Ms. Sarli said we could just put a notice out, not Ordinance change.

Public hearing closed.

A motion was made by Mr. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Siel to adjourn.  The motion 
passed.  (Ayes 5, Noes 0)

The meeting adjourned at 5:50 pm.

Meeting Minutes Prepared by:  Kay Schueffner, Community Development & Inspections
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Minutes - Special Meeting

May 19, 2016

MEMBERS PRESENT: Alderperson Jan Michalski, Peter Shaw Johnson, 
Royanne Moon, Christopher Naumann, Sue Dyke O'Day, 
and Merike Phillips

MEMBERS EXCUSED: William Siel

STAFF PRESENT: PaPhouala Vang and Rich Schroeder

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm by Alderperson Michalski, roll call was 
taken. 

Citizens Comments - No comments.

A motion was made by Ms. Phillips and seconded by Ms. Moon to approve the minutes 
of the April 28, 2016 meeting as written.  The motion passed.  (Ayes 5, Noes 0)

Mr. Naumann arrived.

1. Certificate of Appropriateness for the property located at 5706 8th Avenue. 
(Heritage House/The Elk's Club)  (District 2)  PUBLIC HEARING

Public hearing opened.

Ben Marshall, Gorman and Company, Inc., 200 N. Main Street, Oregon, WI gave an 
overview of the project.

Lydia Spottswood, 6903 2nd Avenue, said she had concerns about the traffic flow 
around the building and the dependence on the semi-circle drop off area.  Ms. 
Spottswood was also concerned that there was ADA accessibility.

Alderperson John Fox, 4803 7th Avenue, Alderman of the District, supports the project.  
Alderperson Fox would like to see more architectural parts from the old building carried 
over to the new addition and red brick instead of the stucco at the top.  Alderperson Fox 
also has the original railings from the building that he will donate if they will be used.

Margaret Heller, 217 69th Street, has concerns that there will be air conditioners 
hanging from the windows.  Ms. Heller would also like the addition to be more 
"interesting".

Public hearing closed.

Mr. Marshall said there will be a loading zone off of 8th Avenue.  The ADA accessible 
entrance will be on the north elevation because the restaurant will have more people 
traffic.  Mr. Marshall added that they have secured a Lease with the City to lease 3-4 
lots.  Mr. Marshall also explained that Gorman had other plans with more features on 
the addition, but it was met with resistance from the Parks because they don't want the 
new building to compete with the historic building.                
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Mr. Naumann said he would also like the 58th Street side of the building to have more 
articulation.  Mr. Naumann suggested that possibly a mural, picture, lighting or signage 
may be a way to add visual interest.

Ms. Phillips said she would like to see the top floor brick instead of stucco.  Ms. Phillips 
also suggested the bottom should be limestone instead of yellow stone.  They could 
also add horizontal bands and possibly a larger canopy on the north side.

Ms. Moon said they could do landscaping to soften the appearance of the addition.

Mr. Johnson agrees that the 58th Street and West building elevation need more visual 
interest.

Alderperson Michalski said that between the new and existing building there are is a 
corridor.  Is there an entrance to this corridor?  Mr. Marshall said no entrance, but 
emergency exit doors only.

A motion was made by Ms. Phillips and seconded by Ms. O'Day to approve the 
Certificate of Appropriateness, subject to door, window, tuckpointing and railing details 
to be submitted for Commission review and approval at a future date.  The motion 
passed.  (Ayes 6, Noes 0)

Commissioner's Comments

Alderperson Michalski said that he will be having a meeting with the Public Works 
Director and Parks Superintendent to discuss the procedure for repairs or maintenance 
to City-owned historic buildings.

A motion was made by Mr. Johnson and seconded by Ms. O'Day to adjourn. The motion
passed.  (Ayes 6, Noes 0)  The meeting adjourned at 5:38 pm.

Meeting Minutes Prepared by:  Kay Schueffner, Community Development & Inspections
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Minutes

August 25, 2016

MEMBERS PRESENT: Alderperson Jan Michalski, William Siel, Peter Shaw 
Johnson, Royanne Moon and Christopher Naumann

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Sue Dyke O'Day and Merike Phillips

STAFF PRESENT: PaPhouala Vang

The meeting was called to order at 5:00pm by Alderperson Michalski, roll call was taken.

Citizens Comments - No Citizens comments.

A motion was made by Ms. Moon and seconded by Mr. Naumann to approve the 
minutes of the May 19, 2016 meeting as written.  The motion passed.  (Ayes 5, Noes 0)

1. Certificate of Appropriateness for exterior alterations at 521 61st Street.  
(District 2)  PUBLIC HEARING

Public hearing opened, no comments, public hearing closed.

PaPhouala Vang, Planner, explained the applicant was out of town and unable to attend.
Ms. Vang said Staff recommends ensuring the proposed mortar type and sealer are 
appropriate for the structure before they begin work.  Staff recommends they do a small 
test area.

Mr. Naumann agrees with Staff recommendation.

Alderperson Michalski agrees with the softer mortar for tuckpointing.

Ms. Moon said we are assuming that the contractor understands what is necessary.  Ms.
Vang said they will receive a copy of the Staff recommendation and Staff will work with 
the applicant.

A motion was made by Mr. Naumann and seconded by Mr. Johnson to approve the 
Certificate of Appropriateness with the recommendation to work with Staff on the mortar 
type and sealant.  The motion passed.  (Ayes 5, Noes 0)

2. Certificate of Appropriateness for exterior alterations to Rhode Opera 
Theater at 518 56th Street.  (District 2)  PUBLIC HEARING

Public hearing opened.

Mark Greco, 620 42nd Street, was available to answer questions.  Mr. Greco said he is 
just one of a large organization of people who have worked on this project.

Public hearing closed.

Mr. Naumann supports the renovation of the storefront.
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Ms. Vang has a material sample of the exterior wood, the color will be very similar to the
existing color and the profile details will remain the same.

Judy Rossow, noted for the record that the name is Rhode Center for the Arts, not 
Rhode Opera House.

Alderperson Michalski said he will abstain from voting.

A motion was made to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness.  The motion passed.  
(Ayes 4, Noes 0, Abstain 1)

3. Certificate of Appropriateness for exterior alterations to Kenosha High 
School at 913 57th Street.  (District 2)  PUBLIC HEARING

Public hearing opened.

Bill Haithcock, 2022 52nd Street, principal at the explained they would like to hang the 
banner on the school so they can hang a larger detailed banner the school made.

Public hearing closed.

Mr. Naumann said he likes the idea of signage and banners, but doesn't like affixing it to
the building.  Could the banner be slightly pulled away from the building and affixed in 
some way?

Ms. Vang said Staff suggests an alternative of hanging banners on the Sheridan Road 
light poles.  This approval is handled through Public Works.

Mr. Haithcock said he is open to Mr. Naumann's suggestion, but we were afraid if the 
banner is away from the building it may be damaged sooner from the weather.

Mr. Siel said he has reviewed the proposal and is not sure the space on the building is 
appropriate for a banner.  Mr. Siel supports the banners on the light poles.

Alderperson Michalski said Kenosha Unified has recently spent a large amount of 
money restoring the facade of this building and we don't want to jeopardize this in any 
way.  Alderperson Michalski supports the banners on the light poles.

Alderperson Fox said he would support the banners on the light poles or on some type 
of other freestanding pole.  Otherwise we could defer the items and look into other 
ideas.

Ms. Moon said she understands the desire to advertise, but would like to see something
less invasive.

Mr. Johnson said he doesn't support anything being attached to the building.

A motion was made by Mr. Siel and seconded by Ms. Moon to support Staff's 
recommendation to pursue installation of banners on Sheridan Road light poles.  The 
motion passed.  (Ayes 5, Noes 0)

Commissioner's Comments - No Commissioner comments.
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A motion was made by Mr. Siel and seconded by Mr. Naumann to adjourn.  The motion 
passed.  (Ayes 5, Noes 0)  The meeting adjourned at 5:34pm.

Meeting Minutes Prepared by:  Kay Schueffner, Community Development & Inspections
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