
CITY OF KENOSHA ~ HOMETOWN HEROES COMMISSION
MINUTES

August 26, 2015 – 5:00 p.m.
Room 301

A meeting of the Hometown Heroes Commission was held on Wednesday, August 26, 2015 in Room 
301 of the Kenosha Municipal Building.  The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m.

The following Commissioners were present:
Alderman Jack Rose, Rick Dodge, Kenneth Cronk, Andrew Lorsung, and Kerry Raymond

Item #1: Introductions
The commissioners introduced themselves (there are currently four Veterans and one Civilian serving 
on the Commission) 

Item #2: Review Ordinance #25-14
The commissioners took a moment to review the ordinance that was passed by Council that brought the
Commission to fruition.  As a reminder, the specific purpose of the Commission is to:  “...identify and 
recognize as Hometown Heroes, worthy men and women who have served or are currently serving in 
the United States Armed Forces who were born in, currently reside in, or have previously resided for 
ten (10) years or more at anytime, in the City of Kenosha, Wisconsin.”  The question came up as to 
whether or not the Commission would consider emulating the national Hometown Heroes Program 
whose mission it is to raise funds to assist veterans in need.  

Item #3: Elect Chair
In accordance with the Ordinance, the Mayor shall appoint a Chair and the Commission can elect a 
Vice-Chair.  The Mayor has appointed Alderman Jack Rose as Chairman.  

Item #4: Discuss Vacancies
The Commission was reminded that there are two vacancies:  one of whom is required to be a Veteran.  
The Commission discussed the need for diversity.  Commissioner Dodge suggested Rick Holton 
(Veteran).  All Commissioners were in favor of this suggestion.  Franca will run that past the Mayor 
and reach out to Mr. Holton.  The Commission would like to include residents of Kenosha County as 
members of the Commission.  A follow up is needed with a City Attorney to discuss further and report 
updates back to the Commission at the next meeting on this suggestion.

Item #5: Set Calendar/Future Meeting Dates
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 9, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. in Room 204.  The 
Commission will discuss regular meeting times at this meeting.

It was moved, seconded, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 5:23 p.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Franca Carls, Secretary, Hometown Heroes Commission 



CITY OF KENOSHA ~ KENOSHA HOMETOWN HEROES COMMISSION
MINUTES

September 9, 2015 – 5:00 p.m.
Room 204

A meeting of the Kenosha Hometown Heroes Commission was held on Wednesday, September 9, 2015
in Room 204 of the Municipal Office Building.  The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m.

The following Commissioners were present:
Alderman Jack Rose, Rick Dodge, Kenneth Cronk, Andrew Lorsung, and Kerry Raymond

Item #1: Approve Minutes from the Meeting on August 26, 2015
Commissioner Thomas made a motion to approve the minutes of the first meeting.  Commissioner 
Cronk seconded the motion and it was carried unanimously.

Item #2: Chairman Appointed / Elect Vice-Chair
Chairman Rose asked if anyone had any interest in being Vice-Chair of the Kenosha Hometown Heroes
Commission.  Commissioner Cronk stated that he was interested.  Commissioner Dodge made a motion
to elect Commissioner Cronk Vice-Chair.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion and it was 
carried unanimously.  

Item #3: Further Discussion of Ordinance #25-14
a.) Purpose
Vice-Chairman Cronk did some research on other Hometown Heroes groups both on the local and 
national level.  Franca passed out that information.  The Commission agreed that the purpose as written
in Ordinance 25-14 should stand with no changes.  Commissioner Cronk also raised concerns regarding
the use of the term Hometown Heroes.  Chairman Rose shared the explanation provided to him by City 
Attorney Ed Antaramian.  Franca will change the name on all materials moving forward to reflect 
Kenosha Hometown Heroes Commission to avoid any copyright infringement.

b.) Duties
The duties described in the Code of General Ordinances for the Kenosha Hometown Heroes 
Commission are outlined as follows:
- To comprise a list of Kenosha's Hometown Heroes
- To review nominations provided by the public to identify Kenosha's Hometown Heroes who will be 
recognized quarterly at a regular meeting of the Common Council
- To select a Hometown Hero of the year and recognize that person at the last regular meeting of the 
Common Council of the calendar year in which they are selected

Vice-Chairman Cronk pointed out the use of the word public (...nominations provided by the public...). 
He questioned whether individuals who represent different organizations are exempt from being able to
nominate people.  Chairman Rose suggested the Commission gather information as to how local 
veterans are currently being recognized.  Commissioner Dodge offered up the fact that he is involved 
with local Veterans groups and there is very little being done in the way of recognition.  He explained 
that that is not the mission of those groups.

Chairman Rose asked if Franca would find out how the Mayor's Youth Commission runs their 
nomination/recognition program.  This information will be reviewed at the next meeting.



Chairman Rose also suggested the Kenosha Hometown Heroes Commission consider recognizing the 
American Heroes Cafe. The American Heroes Cafe, located inside Spiegelhoff’s SuperValu, 3401 80th 
St., serves more than just a good cup of coffee. It also serves as a meeting place for heroes past and 
present. Every Friday from 8 a.m. to noon, American Heroes Cafe, which opened in August, welcomes 
a standing room-only crowd of military veterans, active duty soldiers who are home on leave and 
civilians who want to say thank you.  Commissioner Dodge suggested that the people who take the 
time to set up the cafe every week could be recognized.

Chairman Rose asked Franca to invite the members of the Kenosha County Veterans Service Office 
(Navy Club, American Legion & Veterans of Foreign Wars) and the newly appointed Kenosha County 
Veterans Service Officer, Ali (Aloysius) Nelson to our next meeting.

Vice-Chairman Cronk made a motion to recommend that the phrase “To comprise a list of Kenosha's 
Hometown Heroes” be stricken from the Ordinance.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion and 
it was carried unanimously.

c.) Membership
The Commissioners discussed the option of having people who reside anywhere in Kenosha County be 
eligible to serve on this Commission.  Chairman Rose explained what City Attorney Ed Antaramian 
advised that although 1.056 of the Code of General Ordinances (Eligibility for Appointment to City 
Boards, Commission, Authorities, and Committees) does allow for 20% of Commissioners to reside in 
the County limits, Ordinance #25-14 was not written to reflect this exception.  Commissioner Dodge 
made a motion to recommend that Ordinance #25-14 be amended to allow for 20% (or one member) of 
the Kenosha Hometown Heroes Commission to reside outside the City of Kenosha, but in Kenosha 
County.  Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion and it was carried unanimously.  Commissioner 
Thomas asked if amending the ordinance would slow down the Commission's efforts.  Chairman Rose 
will work with the City Attorney's office to keep the process moving along.

Item #4: Set Calendar / Future Meeting Dates
The Commission decided to meet once a month, the second Wednesday of every month.  The next 
meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 14, 2015 in Room 301 of the Municipal Office Building.

Other Business
Chairman Rose addressed the need for By-Laws.  Commissioner Dodge offered his advice based on the
boards he serves on, and he suggested that any items or ideas that come up for By-Laws could be 
discussed at the next meeting.

It was moved, seconded, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 5:45 p.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Franca Carls, Secretary, Kenosha Hometown Heroes Commission 



CITY OF KENOSHA
KENOSHA HOMETOWN HEROES COMMISSION

MINUTES
October 14, 2015 � 5:00 p.m.

Room 301

A meeting of the Kenosha Hometown Heroes Commission was held on Wednesday, October 14, 2015 in 
Room 301 of the Municipal Office Building.  The meeting was called to order at 5:10 p.m.

The following Commissioners were present:
Alderman Jack Rose, Rick Dodge, Kenneth Cronk, Andrew Lorsung, and Kerry Raymond

Guest:  Tom Visintainer, Sr., Commander for American Legion Post 21 located at 504 - 58th Street, in 
Kenosha

Item #1: Approve Minutes from the Meeting on September 9, 2015
Commissioner Raymond made a motion to approve the minutes of the second meeting.  Commissioner 
Lorsung seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Item #2: Review draft ordinance To Repeal and Recreate Subsection 1.06Y of the Code of General 
Ordinances for the City of Kenosha entitled Kenosha Hometown Heroes Commission 
sponsored by Alderperson Jack Rose

The Commissioners reviewed the draft ordinance.  It was moved by Commissioner Dodge and seconded by 
Commissioner Cronk to accept the amended ordinance and to refer the amended ordinance to Common 
Council for action.  The motion was withdrawn by the maker after some discussion and agreed upon by the 
second.  The draft ordinance will be further reviewed and there was a motion by Commissioner Dodge to 
defer the acceptance of the draft ordinance and the motion was seconded by Commissioner Raymond.

Item #3: Kenosha Hometown Heroes Commission nomination/recognition program establishment
Commissioner Dodge made a motion to defer review of the Mayor's Youth Commission 
nomination/recognition program until Alderman Scott Gordon can attend a meeting.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Raymond.

Item #4: Discuss duplication of services with other area veteran organizations
The Commission members want to maintain the integrity of the Commission's purpose.  To that end, they 
would like to continue discussing and receiving input from area organizations on what they do to honor 
veterans.  Franca was asked to gather information on all other area veteran organizations including members 
and their responsibilities.  This can also include the organization's mission or purpose.  

Item #5: By-Law development
There was no discussion at this time.

It was moved by Commissioner Dodge, seconded by Commissioner Raymond, and unanimously carried to 
adjourn the meeting at 5:46 p.m.  Please note that the Commission has pushed the next meeting back one week 
(11/18/15) due to Veteran's Day falling on the second Wednesday of November.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Franca Carls, Secretary, Kenosha Hometown Heroes Commission 





KENOSHA HOMETOWN HEROES COMMISSION
MINUTES

December 9, 2015 � 5:00 p.m.
Room 301

A meeting of the Kenosha Hometown Heroes Commission was held on Wednesday, December 9, 2015 in Room 
301 of the Municipal Office Building.  The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m.

The following Commissioners were present:
Alderman Jack Rose, Rick Dodge, Kenneth Cronk, Kerry Raymond, and Andrew Lorsung.  

Item #1: Approve Minutes from the Meeting on November 18, 2015
Commissioner Raymond made a motion to approve the minutes of the November meeting.  Commissioner Cronk
seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Item #2: KHHC nomination/recognition program establishment brainstorming session
The commissioners reviewed the draft nomination form and made changes.  The review process still needs to be 
determined and decided upon.  The commission discussed the possibility of having outside organizations help 
with nominee verifications.  They further discussed the ranking system by which nominees are awarded each 
quarter and at the end of the year:

 Military Service (20 points)
◦ Decorations/Awards

◦ Military Specialty Schools

◦ Length of Service

◦ Tours of Duty

 Community Service (20 points)
◦ Veteran Organizations

◦ Volunteer Work

◦ Civic Organizations

◦ Awards

 Other Accomplishments (10 points)
◦ Coordinating Reunions

◦ Above & Beyond the Call of Duty

The selection process would be designed as follows:
# of Nominees                                  Selection #1

Quarter 1 top scorer
Quarter 2 some or all from Q1 top scorer
Quarter 3 some or all from Q1 & 2 top scorer
Quarter 4 some or all from Q1, 2, & 3 top scorer

Then the 2016 Kenosha Hometown Hero of the Year would be the top scorer from the pool of 4 top candidates.

It was moved by Commissioner Raymond, seconded by Commissioner Dodge, and unanimously carried to 
adjourn the meeting at 5:36 p.m.  There is a special KHHC meeting scheduled for Monday, December 21, 2015.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by Franca Carls, Secretary, Kenosha Hometown Heroes Commission 



KENOSHA HOMETOWN HEROES COMMISSION
MINUTES

December 21, 2015 � 5:00 p.m.
Room 100

A meeting of the Kenosha Hometown Heroes Commission was held on Wednesday, December 21, 2015 in Room
100 of the Municipal Office Building.  The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m.

The following Commissioners were present:
Alderman Jack Rose, Rick Dodge, Kenneth Cronk, Kerry Raymond, and Andrew Lorsung.  

The following guests were present:
Alderman Scott Gordon - 11th District, Alderman Kurt Wicklund - 8th District, Tom Visintainer, Sr., Commander 
for American Legion Post 21 residing at 5712 - 11th Avenue in Kenosha.

Item #1: Approve Minutes from the Meeting on December 9, 2015
Commissioner Dodge made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 9th meeting.  Commissioner 
Raymond seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Item #2: Review Nomination Form
The commissioners reviewed the second draft nomination form.  Commissioner Cronk made a motion to approve
and accept the Kenosha Hometown Heroes Nomination Form.  Commissioner Lorsung seconded the motion and
it carried unanimously.  When it is time to select the Kenosha Hometown Hero of the year, the top four scorer's 
will be compared against one another.  

Item #3: KHHC Nomination Program Review Process Brainstorming Session
The commissioners discussed the information form.  There is one minor change.  One question that came up:  
How do we verify having lived in Kenosha for 10 + years?  There is a possibility that the Assessor and/or City 
Clerk can assist with this information.

Item #4: Notification for program start in 2016
A press release will be drafted and further reviewed for distribution.

Other Business:
The first reading of the amended ordinance will take place at the Common Council meeting of December 21, 
2016.  The second reading is scheduled to take place at the meeting of the Common Council on January 4, 2016.

An announcement was made that the Mayor has recommended the appointment of a new member.  Her name is 
Tanya McLean and she is slated to be approved at the Common Council meeting of January 4, 2016.  She is a 
Veteran.  That leaves us with one vacancy.

Citizen's Comments:
Alderman Gordon is pleased with the work of this Commission thus far.
Alderman Wicklund asked if there will be multiple awardees per quarter.
Commander Visintainer is glad to see the City honoring Veterans in this manner.

It was moved by Commissioner Raymond, seconded by Commissioner Dodge, and unanimously carried to 
adjourn the meeting at 5:23 p.m.  There KHHC meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 4, 2016.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by Franca Carls, Secretary, Kenosha Hometown Heroes Commission 
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