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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Minutes

February 23, 2012

MEMBERS PRESENT: Alderman Jan Michalski, Don Jensen, Sue Dyke O'Day, 
Merike Phillips and Tom Schleif 

STAFF PRESENT: Mike Maki and Jeffrey B. Labahn

Other present included:  Alderman Haugaard and Martha Swartz

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Don Jensen and roll was taken.

A motion was made by Alderman Michalski and seconded by Ms. Phillips to approve the 
minutes of the December 9, 2011 meeting as written.  The motion passed unanimously. 
(Ayes 5; Nays 0)

1. Election of Chairperson and Vice Chairperson

A motion was made by Alderman Michalski and seconded by Ms. Phillips to nominate 
Don Jensen for Chairperson.  Nominations were closed.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  (Ayes 5; Nays 0)

A motion was made by Ms. Phillips and seconded by Ms. O'Day to nominate Tom 
Schleif for Vice-Chairperson.  Nominations were closed.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  (Ayes 5; Nays 0)

2. Certificate of Appropriateness for Demolition of Elks Club at 5706 Eighth 
Avenue.  (District #2 - formerly District #2) PUBLIC HEARING

Mike Maki, Community Development Specialist showed a powerpoint presentation and 
gave information to inform the public of the present condition of the Elks Club.  At this 
time, Staff recommends deferral on the Certificate of Appropriateness for the demolition 
of the building.

Public hearing opened.

Jennifer Heim, 6110 3rd Avenue, supports the deferral of the demolition.  An empty lot is 
worse than an empty building.  Ms. Heim suggests the City look into adapted re-use of 
the property.

Mayor Bosman explained that the City has been offered some funding and is now in the 
position to proceed toward demolition of the building.  The condition of this building has 
drastically deteriorated over the years.  These funds are available now and may not be 
available in 1 or 2 years.  Mayor Bosman noted that it will take a lot of money just to 
make the building weather-tight, furthermore to do the repairs.  The condition of this 
building has affected the TID Districts.  People continue to break into the building, do 
damage and there has been a fire there.  Mayor Bosman said he does support saving 
buildings, but realistically this one is beyond saving.

John Fox, 4803 7th Avenue, supports the deferral of the demolition.  Mr. Fox suggests 
that the City should acquire the property and then sell it with some incentives.  The 
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damage to the building can be fixed.  Mr. Fox said the City has not hired a structural 
engineer to deem the building unsafe.  The City should initiate an RFP.

Kristine Roemer, 420 57th Street #311, supports the deferral of the demolition.  Ms. 
Roemer has a Petition with 380 signatures of people who want to save the Elks Club 
building.  This building should be renovated and it could be the anchor of the downtown. 
The demolition should at least wait until the review of the Downtown Plan.  Ms. Roemer 
talked with Nick from the Lakota Group and he supports the saving of this building.  We 
need time to organize our resources and find ways to utilize the building.  Ms. Roemer 
suggested fixing the roof and boarding the windows.  Then form an interest citizens 
group to look at ways to save the building.  This could be a culinary school.

John Christensen, 5607 13th Avenue, special administrator for the building, does not 
like the public taking "jabs" at the administration.  The Christensen family purchased the 
building in 1991 and concentrated their business on banquets and weddings.  They had 
then  leased the building to another party who defaulted on the lease.  After that time, 
the structure has deteriorated.  Mayor Bosman does not want to demolish this building, 
but with the drastic deterioration, it does not make financial sense to do the repairs.  Mr. 
Christensen said that the family needs a final date, they don' t want to prolong this 
matter any more.  Mr. Christensen said he is willing to compromise and wait 120 days, 
but then move forward and begin the demolition.

Ray Forgianni, 8731 45th Avenue, supports the deferral of the demolition until the 
Downtown Plan is completed.  This will allow time for an outside consultant to review the 
situation.

Lou Rugani, 3526 29th Avenue, supports the deferral of the demolition and the process 
of an RFP to find ideas to save the building.

Jessica Shauman, 6405 96th Avenue, supports the deferral of the demolition.  Ms. 
Shauman is an event planner and would like to try to possibly utilize this building.

Cheryl Johnston, 6843 45th Avenue, supports the deferral of the demolition.  The City 
should pool their resources.  This building could be an outreach center that would be 
open to the community.

Public hearing closed.

Mr. Maki said that Staff is recommending a 60 day deferral to allow time for a Developer 
to come forward with and offer and a business plan.  Mr. Maki said there have been 
other suggestions brought forward tonight, but it is very hard to attract a developer in 
this economic climate.  There are numerous other buildings in the downtown area that 
also need attention before they become more deteriorated and these buildings are more 
affordable.

Mr. Jensen said just to clarify, Staff is recommending that we defer action tonight.  Mr. 
Maki said yes, but the Mayor is asking that the Commission vote on the request to raze 
the building tonight.

Alderman Michalski said is that correct, there has been no structural analysis done?  Mr. 
Maki said no analysis was done and there is not one scheduled.  There is no funding. 
Alderman Michalski asked if there are any liens or tax delinquencies that the City may 
forgive?  Jeffrey B. Labahn, Director, said there are a number of encumbrances on the 
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property.  Some are private and some are owed to the County, in addition to those owed 
to the City.

A motion was made by Alderman Michalski and seconded by Ms. O'Day to defer the 
demolition of the building for 120 days.

Ms. Phillips said there were many important points made here tonight.  Ms. Phillips 
suggest that the following items be moved forward:
   - Staff to work with the current owner and the Mayor's office to start the process 
turning the property over to the City.
   - Can the KABA funds be changed from demolition money into funding for some of 
the repairs.
   - Contact the State to obtain names of individuals who could prepare a Historic 
Structure report.
   - Wait until the completion of the Downtown Study before moving forward with the 
demolition.

Ms. Phillips would like to amend the motion to the the defer the demolition until the 
Downtown Study is completed, even if it goes beyond 120 days.

Mr. Jensen said he would support the deferral for 60 days, then after a review we can 
extend it if we need to.  This will spur people into action if they have a short period of 
time to get something started.

Ms. O'Day said she wants the extension until the Downtown Study is completed.  

Alderman Michalski said the 120 days gives people ample time to get their information 
together.  The 60 days is not enough time, 120 days is more realistic.

Mr. Schleif said he supports the 120 day deferral.

Ms. Phillips said we need the City to support us to get a Developer.  The City will need 
to forgive some of the liens and the City should recruit people from different areas than 
we can.

Ms. O'Day said the building has been available for purchase for a long time already.

Mr. Maki said there are various ideas you are suggesting, but we have no money 
designated for this project.  We have a very limited market, no authority from the 
Common Council to move forward and no funds for a structural analysis.  The funds to 
raze the building are only offered for a limited time.

Mr. Jensen said it is very unlikely that any proposal will be locked up within 60 days, but 
we can always extend the deferral at the end of 60 days.  That way we can check the 
progress in 60 days.

Ms. O'Day asked how long are the funds available for the raze?

Mr. Jensen re-opened the public hearing to ask Mayor Bosman.

Mayor Bosman said there is no guarantee after 60 days if the funds will be available. 
After that time if we have to raze the building it will be at the taxpayer's expense.
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Mr. Christensen said previously a person from Green Bay was interested in the property 
with the intent to turn it into an assisted living facility.  They may have done a structural 
analysis at that time.  Mr. Christensen will contact Mr. Maki with details.

Mr. Fox said it is very important that a structural analysis be done on this building.

Public hearing closed.

On the motion to defer demolition for 120 days.  The motion passed.  (Ayes 4; Nays 1)

3. Kenosha High School (Reuther) Lighting.  (District #2 - formerly District #2)  
Informational item

Mr. Maki said Kenosha Unified is looking for a letter of support to purchase the light 
fixtures for the Kenosha High School.

A motion was made by Alderman Michalski and seconded by Mr. Schleif to provide a 
letter of support.  The motion passed unanimously.  (Ayes 5; Nays 0)

4. Amend Bylaws - Name Change from City Development and Neighborhood 
Services & Inspections to Community Development and Inspections.

A motion to approve the Bylaws as amended was made by Alderman Michalski and 
seconded by Ms. Phillips.  The motion passed unanimously.  (Ayes 5; Nays 0)

5. Amend Rules - Name Change from City Development and Neighborhood 
Services & Inspections to Community Development and Inspections.

A motion to approve the Rules as amended was made by Alderman Michalski and 
seconded by Ms. Phillips.  The motion passed unanimously.  (Ayes 5; Nays 0)

Public Comments

John Fox said thank you to the Commission for deferring the demolition.  Mr. Fox said 
the City is also making changes to the Park System and the restroom building in 
Eichelman Park.  They are proposing to demolish this building.  This is another historic 
structure that should be saved.  Mr. Fox suggested that Commission look into this 
matter.

Commissioner Comments

Ms. Phillips said the Commission should make a directive to the City to have the Elks 
Club building turned over to them.  Mr. Maki said there are tax liens involved and the 
County would have to agree to that.

Staff Comments

The next meeting is scheduled for March 29, 2012.

A motion was made by Alderman Michalski and seconded by Ms. Phillips to adjourn the 
meeting.  The motion passed unanimously.  (Ayes 5; Nays 0)  The meeting adjourned at 
7:25 p.m.

Meeting Minutes Prepared by:  Kay Schueffner, Community Development & Inspections
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Minutes

June 28, 2012

MEMBERS PRESENT: Alderman Jan Michalski, Jennifer Heim, Don Jensen, 
Merike Phillips and Tom Schleif 

EXCUSED: Sue Dyke O'Day

STAFF PRESENT: Mike Maki, Jeffrey B. Labahn and Martha Swartz

Other present included:    Aldermen Schwartz, Bogdala and Gordon

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mr. Jensen and roll was taken.

Mike Maki, Community Development Specialist, noted 2 corrections to the February 
23rd minutes.  On page 2, the first full paragraph, it should state 380 signatures, not 80 
signatures.  On page 2, the second full paragraph, should state special administrator for  
the building, not owner of the building.  A motion was made by Alderman Michalski and 
seconded by Mr. Schleif to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion passed. 
(Ayes 5; Noes 0)

1. Certificate of Appropriateness for Demolition of Elk's Club at 5706 Eighth 
Avenue.  (District #2)  PUBLIC HEARING

Public hearing opened.

Kirsten McVey, 6300 5th Avenue, opposes the demolition of the building.

John Allen, 406 78th Street, opposes the demolition of the building.

Joyce McClain, 420 57th Street - #308, opposes the demolition of the building.

John Fox, 4803 7th Avenue, opposes the demolition of the building.  Mr. Fox said he 
supports the preservation and would like to extend the 120 day deferral period.

Jim Adamson, 427 54th Street, opposes the demolition of the building.  Mr. Adamson 
said a 120 extension puts pressure on people, the extension should be open-ended.

Judy Kohlson, no current address, said she has recently moved to Kenosha and is 
looking to start a ministry.  This could be a perfect location.  Ms.  Kohlson opposes the 
demolition.

Alderman Chris Schwartz, 402 6th Avenue, alderman for the district said she has 
received many calls in support of preserving the building.  If people are showing interest, 
we should give them a chance to come forward and preserve the building.

Chris Roemer, 420 57th Street, circulated information to the Commission and is a 
spokesperson for a group working to save the building.  Ms. Roemer noted that access 
to the building has been difficult and she has developers who have shown interest.  Ms. 
Roemer said she was told there were reports and information, but it has not been 
provided to her.  The Group is asking that the ownership interest be changed. 
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John Christensen, 5607 13th Avenue, special administrator for the building, said he told 
Mayor Bosman he would have an open door policy if it was respected.  Mr. Christensen 
added that no one contacted him asking for access to conduct testing, they only want 
the previous structural documents.  Mr. Christensen said if anyone want to enter the 
building, they should contact the City and make an appointment with Mike Maki.  The 
City has allowed the extension and now the building is becoming a detriment to the City 
Police and Fire Departments.  We should make a final decision tonight.

Lou Rugani, 4526 29th Avenue, supports deferring the decision for several weeks until 
the Lakota Group finishes the Downtown Plan.

Alderman Bogdala, 7101 96th Avenue, opposes the demolition of the building.  There 
are other buildings in the City that should be razed to rebuild, but there are people 
willing to work on preserving this building.  Alderman Bogdala said do not defer this 
order, remove the demolition order completely.

Mary Andrea, 508 68th Street, opposes the demolition of the building.

Public hearing closed.

Mr. Maki responded to some of the questions:

Why are we meeting?
At the February 23, 2012 Historic Preservation meeting, the Commission voted to defer 
the Certificate of Appropriateness for demolition for 120 days.  At that time the 
Commission will be required to take action.

Who owns the property?
The property is not in a trust and is not owned by the City.  There was a person 
appointed as a special administrator, John Christensen, for the property.

Will this be razed with City money?
The money for the demolition will not be coming from the City, it will be coming from 
KABA.  This will not be tax payer's money.

Why can't the timeline be open-ended?
There is a limit to how long the demolition money will be available.  If this property 
needs to be razed in the future, the funding will be coming from the tax payers.

What has happened in the last 120 days?
-The City was brought in to work with Mr. Christensen and developers.
-Gorman & Company went through the building; they said they were not interested at 
this time.
-WHEDA emphasized workforce housing, jobs and employment.  They do not favor 
adaptive re-use.
-The City then spoke to another developer; they have now backed out  of the project.
-For re-use of the building, housing is most logical.
-The initial draft of the Downtown Plan should be completed within 45 days, but this will 
probably only offer generalizations and not specific recommendations.

Ms. Heim asked Mr. Maki to comment on the 6 month period.  Mr. Maki said that 
Chapter 15 states the Historic Preservation Commission has the ability to defer action 
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on demolition of a historic building.  We have spent four of the six months and have two 
months left to defer action.  The Commission could also vote to raze the building tonight.

Ms. Heim said do you mean if a developer does not come forward by August 23, 2012, 
there is nothing that can be done to save the building.  Mr. Maki said no, if it is deferred 
tonight for two (2) more months, the Commission could meet again and review the facts. 
Beyond the August 23, 2012 date, it would be up the City to continue the deferral or 
proceed with the raze.

Mr. Jensen asked if the Commission has the power to defer the demolition order beyond 
the two months.  Mr. Maki said under no, not under the current Ordinance, but I would 
have our legal department clarify that.

Alderman Michalski said there were comments that the City should forgive the tax 
delinquency on the property, but that is a more complicated County matter.  People 
have asked why the time deadline is not open-ended.  If there is no deadline, people will 
not see the urgency in this matter.  Alderman Michalski said it would be reasonable to 
wait until the Lakota Group completes their Downtown Plan and makes suggestions.

Ms. Phillips said the City issued a demolition request.  Isn't the building structurally 
sound?  What is the urgency?  Jeffrey B. Labahn, Director, deferred this question to 
Martha Swartz, Property Maintenance Inspector, who has been monitoring the building 
over the years.

Ms. Swartz said that State Statutes note that when the cost of repairs exceed 50% of 
the value of the building, it meets the criteria to order a raze.

Mr. Jensen said there is talk of securing the building.  Is the roof secure?  Is is 
deteriorating as we speak?  Ms. Swartz said she wasn't in the building for 2-3 years, but 
the last time she was in the building, the roof was leaking and there have been no 
repairs.  The roof is leaking badly and there is also water leaking through the windows. 
Mr. Jensen said people have terms like "structurally sound" , what does that mean?  Ms. 
Swartz said she is not a structural engineer, but with continuous water leaking in, it is 
deteriorating.  Mr. Jensen asked if Ms. Swartz had a ballpark figure to bring it up to 
code.  Ms. Swartz said she does not have an estimate.

Ms. Phillips said the Lakota Group recommended some simple security issues to 
prevent deterioration from accelerating the destruction and allow time for a study to take 
place.  The Group suggested they may be able to do an advocacy on the building.  Ms. 
Phillips said we need to protect this historic property and keep it as an asset of the 
State.  We cannot have demolition by neglect.  This property is potentially eligible for the 
National Register.

A motion was made by Ms. Phillips and seconded by Mr. Schleif to defer the demolition 
for two more months.

Alderman Michalski asked if an extension is recommended beyond the 6 months, could 
that happen.  Mr. Maki said that would have to be voted on after the 6 months has 
elapsed.  The Historic Preservation Commission is advisory only.  I will clarify an 
additional extension with the City Attorney.  Alderman Michalski asked Staff to get 
clarification and email it to the Commissioners.  Mr. Maki said the jurisdiction falls out of 
the hands of the Historic Preservation Commission at that time.  It would be up to the 
City if they proceed with the raze orders.
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Ms. Phillips asked Staff to clarify with the City Attorney that Commission had a total of 
six (6) months to work on this project.

Mr. Jensen said we do not see the funds that will provide the restoration of this building. 
I do not believe that anyone will come forward to save the building and we will be in the 
same place we are today.  We are not sure how long the funding will be available from 
KABA to demolish the building.  If the KABA funds are withdrawn, the City will have to 
come up with the funding.  There are other historical structures that need to be 
addressed and not enough money to save them all.  We need to decide where to save 
our heritage and our tradition.  Mr. Jensen said he does not support the delay.

Ms. Phillips said the name of this Commission is Historic Preservation and it is our job to 
lobby for the buildings.  We need to see what we can do.

Mr. Jensen said our mission is bigger than to advocate for just one building.  We need to 
decide why this building is important to the City.

-The Question was called.

On roll call vote, the motion to defer for two months passed.  (Ayes 4; Noes 1)  Mr.  
Jensen voted no.

2. By Alderman Jan Michalski - To Create Chapter XXXVIII of the Code of 
General Ordinances Entitled Kenosha Heritage.  PUBLIC HEARING

Public hearing opened.

Lou Rugani, suggested that if we bring forward another Ordinance, we should make it 
enforceable, not advisory only.

Public hearing closed.

Mr. Maki said this is an expansion of the powers of the Commission.  Currently the 
Commission has jurisdiction on the exterior only.  The proposed Ordinance would target 
interior items, such as murals.  If an item was designated a Historic Artifact, they would 
come to the Commission for any action that affects the artifact.  A decision could be 
appealed at the Common Council level.

Alderman Michalski said the proposed Ordinance would give the Commission more 
completeness.

Mr. Schleif asked if the archeological items would include mausoleums and cemeterys. 
Mr. Maki said he would get clarification.

Mr. Jensen asked if properties owned by the County would be included.  Mr. Maki said 
this pertains to City owned properties only.

Ms. Heim asked why a private owner could appeal then.  Mr. Maki said the National 
Register reference would include the County.  It was also clarified that another section 
of the Ordinance included properties not owned by the City.

A motion was made by Ms. Heim and seconded by Ms. Phillips to approve the 
Ordinance.  The motion passed.  (Ayes 5; Noes 0)
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Public Comments

Public hearing opened.

Ned Pennifeather, 6516 5th Avenue, said he has an idea for the Elks Club for re-use.

John Fox, spoke again in opposition of the demolition of the former Elk's Club building. 
The 120 day deferral is not enough time.  Mr. Fox also suggested the bathroom at 
Eichelman's Park needs to be updated and saved.

Alderman Scott Gordon, 5204 46th Avenue, said tonight he heard many people talking 
in different directions with ideas.  We are two (2) months away from another vote. 
There is no cohesive effort to work together.  Lets get the facts and work together.

Public hearing closed.

Commissioner Comments

The Commission welcomed Jennifer Heim.

Mr. Schleif asked what if we would deny the demolition certificate?  Mr. Maki said the 
Commission could deny the Certificate to Raze, but would still have 2 months to work 
with the Owner.  If we would have passed the Certificate to Raze, the building could 
have been razed today.  There are three options, Defer, Grant Preservation or Grant the 
Raze.

Ms. Heim asked do we lose jurisdiction as of August 23rd?   Ms. Phillips said there is no 
point of deferral.  Mr. Maki said there will be the same outcome.

Ms. Phillips asked when will another Commissioner be appointed?  Mr. Maki said a 
name has been suggested.

Staff Comments

Mr. Maki said this item will be back on the August 30th meeting.  Mr. Labahn said the 
Downtown Plan should be completed within 45-60 days.  The study will not have 
detailed recommendations, but rather a broader study.

A motion was made by Alderman Michalski and seconded by Mr. Schleif to adjourn the 
meeting.  The motion passed.  (Ayes 5; Noes 0)  The meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.

Meeting Minutes Prepared by:  Kay Schueffner, Community Development & Inspections
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Minutes

August 30, 2012

MEMBERS PRESENT: Alderman Jan Michalski, Sue Dyke O'Day, Jennifer Heim, 
Don Jensen, Merike Phillips and Tom Schleif 

STAFF PRESENT: Mike Maki and Jeffrey B. Labahn

Other present included:  Alderman Schwartz and Alderman Bogdala

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mr. Jensen and roll was taken.

A motion was made by Ms. Phillips and seconded by Ms. Heim to approve the minutes 
of the June 28, 2012 meeting as written.  The motion passed.    (Ayes 6; Noes 0)

1. Certificate of Appropriateness for Demolition of Elk's Club at 5706 Eighth 
Avenue.  (District #2)  PUBLIC HEARING

Mr. Jensen asked City Staff to give an overview of this item and the role of the Historic 
Preservation Commission in this matter.

Mike Maki, Community Development Specialist, said on  February 23, 2012, the City 
requested a Certificate of Appropriateness for Demolition of the building at 5706 8th 
Avenue.  Since the building is listed as a local Historic Property, it was reviewed by the 
Historic Preservation Commission.  The Commission voted to defer the certificate for a 
period of 120 days and then an additional 60 days to allow someone to come up with a 
business and development plan.  There has been some interest, but no solid plan has 
been received.  The Historic Preservation Commission now has 2 choices:  they can 
recommend preservation or approve the raze.  The Commission's recommendation is 
advisory only.  If the Commission recommends preservation, there is a maximum time 
period of six (6) months.  the Commission will only review this matter again if there is a 
formal proposal submitted.  

Mr. Jensen reminded the public of the procedure and opened the matter for a public 
hearing.

Christine Roemer, 420 57th Street, supports preservation of the building and has 
submitted a proposal to City Staff on what is envisioned for the building.  Ms. Roemer is 
in the process of forming a 5013c called Preservation Plus to support historic buildings 
within Kenosha.  Mr. Jensen said he read Ms. Roemer's plan with interest and the group 
should be commended.

Phil Haney, 6328 7th Avenue, supports preservation of the building and suggests the 
City should use volunteer efforts to rehabilitate the building.

Mary Dixon, 6201 5th Avenue, supports preservation of the building, and can't believe 
the City let this building deteriorate to this degree.

Ignas Gedgaudas, 7635 38th Avenue, said the building should be razed, the building is 
a liability to the City.  A parking lot should be constructed in its place.

Richard Biser, 5710 7th Avenue, supports preservation of the building.  This 
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deterioration of the building has been a serious oversight by the City of Kenosha.

Scott Holloway, 715 57th Street, supports the preservation of the building.  The building 
is attracting vagrants in its current condition because it has been neglected by the City. 
We need to preserve history to help Kenosha keep its identity.

Laura Cox, 4426 5th Avenue, supports the preservation of the building. 

Jim Adamson, 427 54th Street, supports the preservation of the building and would like 
to see it used the way they used to, as a ballroom and restaurant.

Alderman Bogdala, 7101 96th Avenue, supports the preservation of the building. 
Alderman Bogdala spoke with Todd Battle of KABA about the money for the raze of 
building, Mr. Battle did not know of this money.  Alderman Bogdala suggested we 
explore donors that would raze City buildings.  After this issue is settled, maybe we will 
create a list of other City properties that are in need of some type of repair before they 
are too deteriorated.

John Christensen, 5607 13th Avenue, administrator for the building, said he would like 
to renovate two (2) floors of the building and then raise some revenue to possibly do the 
other floors.  The work should be done by professional trades people.

Public hearing closed.

Alderman Michalski said we can't enforce our judgment, but we can express our opinion 
and give a recommendation to move in a certain direction.

A motion was made by Alderman Michalski and seconded by Ms. Philips to direct City 
Administration to extend a reasonable amount of time to review the issues before us.

Mr. Maki said the Commission has the ability to make a recommendation, but they 
cannot prevent the raze action from taking place.

Ms. Phillips said she went through the building with her brother, who is a structural 
engineer, whose opinion is that the building structure is sound.  Ms. Phillips said to 
remodel the building in phases is a good approach.  

The motion passed.  (Ayes 6; Noes 0)

A motion was made by Ms. Phillips and seconded by Alderman Michalski to recommend 
to the City as stated in #6 of the Plan:  Regarding adaptive reuse projects, a potential  
role for the City or KABA could be to recruit prospective investors and developers.  A  
possible role for the City could be to purchase or condemn the property and then to  
resell the building outright or as part of a Request for Proposals process.

Mr. Schleif said we need to look at a list of buildings in the same general condition so 
we have an idea of how many buildings we are dealing with.

Mr. Jensen said this has been an unfortunate situation and it has attracted attention 
from many residents and brought a better appreciation of historic buildings.

The motion passed.  (Ayes 6; Noes 0)
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Public Comments

No public comments.

Commissioner Comments

Alderman Michalski said thank you to Mike Maki and Ed Antaramian for their work on 
the Historic Artifacts Ordinance.

Ms. Phillips thanked everyone for the good points on the preservation of the property 
and the great turn out tonight.

Mr. Jensen concurred with Ms. Phillips and noted that the Historic Artifacts Ordinance 
will be at the Common Council on Wednesday, September 5th at 7:00.

Staff Comments

Mr. Maki noted that the Ordinance was heard at the Public Safety & Welfare Meeting 
and a few things were clarified in the Ordinance.  If the Ordinance passes on 
Wednesday, the next step will be to discuss how to move forward with the inventory of 
the historic items.

Mr. Maki said our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 27th, but I have a 
conflict.  I am looking to reschedule the meeting to Tuesday, September 25th.  We will 
contact everyone to check their availability.

A motion was made by Alderman Michalski and seconded by Ms. O'Day to adjourn the 
meeting.  The motion passed unanimously.  (Ayes 6; Noes 0)  The meeting adjourned at 
6:05 p.m.

Meeting Minutes Prepared by:  Kay Schueffner, Community Development & Inspections
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Minutes

October 25, 2012

MEMBERS PRESENT: Alderman Jan Michalski,  Don Jensen, Merike Phillips and 
Tom Schleif 

EXCUSED: Sue Dyke O'Day and Jennifer Heim

STAFF PRESENT: Mike Maki

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mr. Jensen and roll was taken.

A motion was made by Alderman Michalski and seconded by Mr. Schleif to approve the 
minutes of the August 30, 2012 meeting. The motion passed.  (Ayes 4; Noes 0)

1. By Alderperson Jan Michalski - To Create Chapter XXXVIII of the Code of 
General Ordinances Entitled Kenosha Heritage.  PUBLIC HEARING

Public hearing opened, no comments, public hearing closed.

Alderman Michalski said he had the pleasure of working with Staff and other 
Commission members to add some clarifications to the existing Ordinance.  

Mr. Jensen said he enjoyed participating in the revisions and believe they provide a 
better balance to the proposed Ordinance.

Mr. Schleif questioned the definition that a historical artifact must be at least 50 years 
old.  Couldn't it be historical if even if it is only 2 years old?

Ms. Phillips said it is typical to use "50 years" as the required age.

Alderman Michalski explained that typically 100 years old is considered an "antique"; 50 
years is considered a "collectable" and 25 years is considered an "artifact".

Mr. Jensen said the date guideline seems to be reasonable and fits the duties and 
customs imposed.

Mr. Schleif asked, can we consider items that are less than 50 years old?

Mr. Jensen said we may also want to consider monuments in cemeteries.  Age should 
not be the only factor.

Ms. Phillips said there is a procedure to object to being on the listing.  Should we have 
further clarification on how this objection is made?  Must it be made in writing?  Who 
would address this?  Who would receive notification that an item will be placed on the 
listing?

Mr. Jensen said each agency has a person responsible for the grounds/contents of a 
property.  The Commission would contact that person.

Mr. Schleif said the procedure is listed under Section C., but should the objection be 
submitted in writing?
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Mike Maki, Community Development Specialist, agreed and asked should it be 
mandatory that the objection be submitted in writing?

Alderman Michalski said the entity must have the appropriate individual respond or state 
their objections in writing.

Mr. Maki said when we move forward with the nominations, we will forward a notification 
of proposed nominations to the appropriate person for each entity.

A motion was made by Alderman Michalski and seconded by Mr. Schleif to approve the 
revised Ordinance.  The motion passed.  (Ayes 4; Noes 0)

Public Comments

No public comments.

Commissioner Comments

Ms. Phillips asked if any progress has been made on the study to list which buildings 
are of historical importance within the City.

Mr. Maki said nothing has transpired to his knowledge, but we can send a written 
endorsement to the Mayor and Common Council.  Mr. Jensen asked if we could 
entertain a Resolution of endorsement.  It was clarified that a Resolution would first 
need to be listed as an agenda item.

Staff Comments

Mr. Maki reminded Commissioners that the November and December meetings are 
usually a combined meeting, due to the lack of items.  Staff is looking to have the 
meeting the second week of December, possibly on December 13th.  Staff will contact 
the Commission and find an appropriate date.

A motion was made by Alderman Michalski and seconded by Ms. Phillips to adjourn the 
meeting.  The motion passed.  (Ayes 4; Noes 0)  The meeting adjourned at 5:22 p.m.

Meeting Minutes Prepared by:  Kay Schueffner, Community Development & Inspections

Historic Preservation                               October 25, 2012


	hpminutes_instrux
	hpminutes-022312
	hpminutes-062812
	hpminutes-083012
	hpminutes-102513

