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KENOSHA –  Edna Highland and Charles Vignieri will be honored by the City of Kenosha at 
an Arbor Day Commemoration on Friday, April 29. Highland, long-time Kenosha County Clerk 
and an active community volunteer, died at the age of 80 on Oct. 17, 2015. Vignieri, who was 
born to immigrant parents in humble beginnings and became a successful businessman as 
the owner of Kenosha Beef, died March 18, 2015, at age 90.

The city will observe Arbor Day with the planting of a Red Oak tree in honor of Highland at 10 
a.m. at Pennoyer Park; and the planting of a Sugar Maple tree in honor of Vignieri at 11 a.m. 
at Simmons Island Park.

Highland was born Dec. 30, 1934  in Genoa, Ill. and graduated from Genoa Kingston High. 
She worked in Kenosha County government for 32 years, working as an assistant in the 
district attorney’s office before being elected clerk in 1996, serving in that office for 12 years. 
She also served as a supervisor on the Somers Town Board.
She served on the boards for Brookside Care Center, the Shalom Center, and First United 
Methodist Church (where she was a member.) She also was a member of the Ladies of the 
Moose and was very active in the Democratic Party.

Charles Joseph Vignieri was born in Chicago on Oct. 7, 1924 to a young Italian immigrant 
couple. Vignieri began working at age 12 with his father, Frank, who founded Kenosha Beef 
as a small meat-packing business. It quickly became a Midwest distributor, on its way to 
supplying fast-food companies nationally and internationally.  Vignieri was very active in the 
meat industry also, leading innovation with vacuum packaging. 
Vignieri was a long-standing member and past president of the Rotary Club. He also was 
involved with many other service and charity organizations.

Arbor Day has been celebrated in the United States since 1872. In Wisconsin it is celebrated 
on the last Friday in April. This marks the 32nd  consecutive year that Kenosha has been 
recognized as a member of Tree City USA, through its progressive forestry policies and 
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programs. The National Arbor Day Foundation sponsors the Tree City USA program.


