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KENOSHA-- Five artists and arts organizations will receive Awards of Excellence this month
from the City of Kenosha's Commission on the Arts. The public is invited to attend a reception
honoring the winners on November 16 at the University of Wisconsin - Parkside. The awards
event begins with networking at 6 p.m., followed by the program at 7 p.m. There is no cost for
the event, but reservations are needed. Register online by Nov. 14 at the Commission on the
Arts page on the city's website: www.kenosha.org/departments/arts/.

Awards were based on the criteria of enhancing community awareness of the arts; creating
interactions among several organizations; impact on aesthetics and art appreciation, and
enhancing economic development in Kenosha.

The 2016 Arts Awards recipients are: Chet Griffith of ArtWorks, Kenosha Symphony
Orchestra, Alex Metalsky of Lakeside Players, Marjorie Meyer of Re:Vision Gallery and the
Southport Quilters Guild. Four of the winners will receive a prize of $250 to further their
cause. One of the winners, to be announced that night, will be the recipient of the grand
recognition prize of $1,000, made available through generous donations on behalf of Gateway
Technical College and Uline.

The winners also will be recognized at the Dec. 5 meeting of the Common Council, where
they will receive awards from the Mayor and Commission on the Arts chairperson.

Chet Griffith is the owner of ArtWorks in Kenosha and is an artist and arts advocate. He leads
efforts to create Left of the Lake magazine, a free publication that serves the creative
communities in southeastern Wisconsin and northern Illinois.

The Kenosha Symphony Orchestra has provided music to the Kenosha community for 76
years. The Orchestra’s annual youth concerts and public outreach efforts have successfully
engaged, educated and inspired Kenosha audiences.
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The Lakeside Players, with the direction of Alex Metalsky, has forged a number of key
connections with the Kenosha community. The group partnered with the City of Kenosha and
the Kenosha Public Library to offer a series of free, outdoor performances of Shakespeare
plays during the summers of 2015 and 2016.

Marjorie Meyer, owner of Re:Vision Gallery, has enhanced the Union Park neighborhood with
outdoor murals and creations. In her own work as an artist, Meyer recycles clothing by
reinventing sweaters as coats, purses, jackets and hats.

In the past 14 years, the Southport Quilters’ Guild has grown from organizing a one-day event
into a nearly month-long show highlighting close to 100 quilts at the Kenosha Public Museum.
The members also donate quilts to Women and Children’s Horizons, veterans groups and
others.

If you have questions, please contact Kris Kochman, kkochman@kenosha.org or
262.653.4177.
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